
      

    

         

           

           

           

In commemoration of Africa Day
The Mandela-Rhodes Community

in partnership with

The Corporate Relations Division at UKZN
invites you to attend our sixth annual

 

Conversations for Change
Theme: "Can we really decolonise Africa?"
Join us in a conversation that will unpack decolonization and share 
innovative examples of creating a new type of African society, one 
not imprisoned by postcolonial legacies. This event follows on the 
successes of �ve years of Conversations for Change at UKZN. 
Celebrate this Africa Month by grappling with urgent social 
dilemmas facing our continent, as we aspire towards solutions.
 
 
DATE: 24 May 2017 
TIME:       17h30 to 19h30 
VENUE: Howard College Theatre, Howard College Campus,  
  University of KwaZulu-Natal (enter via Gate 1 – main entrance)
 

SPEAKERS: 

• Professor Monique Marks (Head: Urban Futures Centre)
• Dr Kumi Naidoo (Director: New African Civil Society Centre)
• Professor Sihawukele Ngubane (Chairperson: African Renaissance)
• Dr Pearl Sithole (Public Service Commissioner: KZN)
• Ms. Noxolo Bhengu (UKZN SRC President)

Click here to RSVP    
Enquiries: Rakshika Sibran - sibran@ukzn.ac.za

www.ukzn.ac.za  |  www.mandelarhodes.org 

Professor Monique Marks 

Professor Sihawukele Ngubane

Dr Kumi Naidoo 

Professor Monique Marks currently heads up the newly established Urban Futures Centre at the Durban University of Technology 
(UFC@DUT). Initially trained as a social worker, she has a doctorate in Sociology from the University of Natal, and writes 
predominantly in the �eld of criminology. She has published widely in the areas of youth social movements, ethnographic 
research methods, police labour relations, police organisational change and street level drug use. She has published �ve books: 
Young Warriors: Youth Identity, Politics and Violence in South Africa; Transforming the Robocops: Changing Police in South 
Africa; and Police Occupational Culture: New Debates and Directions (edited with Anne-Marie Singh and Megan O’Neill); The 
Spaces In Between; and Police Reform from the Bottom Up (edited with David Sklansky). She has also published over 47 peer 
reviewed articles and numerous reports. She sits on a number of journal editorial boards as well as the Board of Trustees of the 
Safer South Africa Foundation. Her research is mostly ethnographic and takes place in spaces that are considered compromising 
or unsafe. She is also the founder of the KwaZulu-Natal Harm Reduction Advocacy Group. 

Ms Noxolo Bhengu 

Ms Noxolo Bhengu is a 5th year Medical student at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, currently serving as the SRC President General 
to the �ve campuses of the Institution. Her involvement in political activism started an early age as a class representative and later 
RCL president in high school.  She  then joined the ANCYL, SASCO and YCLSA at UKZN and  also formed part of various SRC 
committees before being elected to almost every House Committee. In 2012, she led the ANCYL as a BEC member and was 
elected as treasurer to both the ANCYL and YCLSA as well as branch Deputy Secretary of SASCO the following year. Subsequently, 
she was elected as Regional Secretary of SASCO Durban South Region. In 2015, she was elected as SASCO Regional Secretary for 
a second term and later became the KZN Provincial Deputy Secretary of SASCO. Ms Bhengu was appointed as branch chairperson 
of the ANCYL and formed part of the RTT in eThekwini Region before being elected as an REC member of the ANCYL in the region 
and President General of the UKZN SRC.

Dr Mpilo Pearl Sithole 

Dr Mpilo Pearl Sithole is a resident Public Service Commissioner in the Province of KwaZulu-Natal.  She completed her PhD in 
Anthropology at University of Cambridge in 2001. As part of her career she has worked as a development practitioner, researcher 
and academic. For several years she taught at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in Anthropology and in Community Development 
Programmes. Her research interests, and areas of expertise, are on Governance; Gender and Development, Analysis of Social 
Inequality, as well as Indigenous Knowledge Systems. She has undertaken research on theory and practice of social development, 
including issues of Monitoring and Evaluation of social development and social cohesion. Her writings include a book titled 
Unequal Peers: The Politics of Discourse Management in the Social Sciences (2009), and a number of journal articles on 
governance and development – including traditional leadership.  A seasoned thinker in both theory and applied social science, 
Dr Sithole has been part of commissions, councils and boards that enrich institutional practice. She is a winner of the 2011 
Women in Science Award from the National Department of Science and Technology.

Professor Sihawukele Emanuel Ngubane is the Core Chairperson for the African Renaissance and Chair of the organising 
committee.  He is a Linguist, Onomastician, Cultural Activist and the Academic Head for Teaching and Learning in the School of 
Arts at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He serves as a leader on numerous initiatives and is the former Chairperson, of the Pan 
South African Languages Board, current Chairperson Academic and Non-Fiction Authors Association and uSiba Writers 
Association, former Commissioner of South Africa and Member of the Ministerial Task Team to advise on Development of 
Indigenous African Languages as Mediums of Instruction in Higher Education, amongst others.   He has experience in maintaining 
strategic partnerships across the African Continent and internationally and has presented papers to a number of academic 
institutions globally and negotiated links between universities o�ering sta� and student exchange programmes with South 
Africa. Professor Ngubane has been lauded as a highly skilled negotiator, creative thinker and good leader both on the academic 
front as well as on the development side.  He has gained the recognition of the media as an authority on cultural, tribal and 
indigenous knowledge subjects and has been frequently invited to comment publicly on related issues, and have managed to do 
so with a sense of insight, sensitivity as well as with authority.

Dr Kumi Naidoo is the Director of New Africa Civil Society Centre, an international organisation working with over 15 million 
people in 45 countries for a world free from poverty and injustice. Naidoo is the former Executive Director of Greenpeace 
International, a position he held with distinction. He was selected for his tireless campaigning in the area of human rights and 
environmental justice.  He has a long history of activism and leadership for international organisations including Greenpeace, 
CIVICUS and the Global Call to Action Against Poverty. Kumi was also active in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa and 
as a student leader he was an inspiration not only during the South African struggle for freedom but also in the international 
struggle against climate change.  He is the recipient of numerous awards and accolades. Since his return to South Africa he has 
lent his support to the growing struggle for a just energy future. He believes that nuclear power and democracy do not mix and 
that South Africa deserves a future based on 21st century, renewable energy sources that not only protects the environment but 
will help create jobs and economic prosperity. Dr Naidoo was recently awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Social Science at the 
2017 UKZN Graduation ceremony.

INSPIRING GREATNESS

https://goo.gl/forms/Ih40yiyFuWhS4CHi2

