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Graduation 2006Graduation 2006Graduation 2006Graduation 2006Graduation 2006
KZN con-
ferred de-
grees and
qualifications
on more
than 8 000
graduates

from 3-13 May.

Four thousand eight hundred of the
graduates were female, confirming
the important role the University
plays in ensuring that women have
access to higher education. Forty
seven disabled students graduated
and the University bestowed
doctoral degrees on 95 candidates.

Thirty one percent (2 533) of
graduates were from the Faculty of
Management Studies. This is in line
with the need to grow our economy
and to prioritise local economic
development. Just over 21% of
graduates were from the Faculty of
Humanities, Development and
Social Sciences; these men and
women will make a contribution in
the fields of welfare, adminis-

tration, the fine arts and a range of
other economic sectors. The third
highest number of graduates
(18,6%) were from the Faculty of
Education.

The graduation ceremonies were an
opportunity for parents, relatives
and friends and the whole Univer-
sity community to share in the
graduates’ happiness and sense of
achievement. The ceremonies are
rites of passage which mark the
successful conclusion of years of
hard work by students, supervision
by staff, and sacrifices on the part
of the students’ families.

Welcoming graduates, parents and
guests at the various ceremonies,
Deputy Vice-Chancellors and
Heads of Colleges, Professors
Fikile Mazibuko, Pumela Msweli-
Mbanga, Leana Uys and Pete
Zacharias noted that “it takes a
university of distinction to provide
top students with a prestigious, yet
practical qualification”. They
added that research units at the

University receive national and
international recognition for their
high quality research output.
UKZN has international links with

more than 250 institutions, which
facilitates research partnerships,
and academic and student ex-
change programmes – all of which
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The colourful graduation procession held in the Sports Centre on the Westville campus included Professor PJK
Zacharias, Dr FN Ginwala (Chancellor) and Mr Eugene Ngcobo (Macebearer).

U

contribute to the excellent standard
of education in our Institution.

- Bhekani Dlamini

Fellowship awardsFellowship awardsFellowship awardsFellowship awardsFellowship awards
TWO eminent UKZN scientists
have received fellowship awards
from the University.

Professor Denis Brothers’ award
was conferred at a graduation
ceremony on the Pietermaritzburg
campus on 6 May.

Professor Brothers is a senior
Professor and Chair of Entomology
in the School of Biological and
Conservation Sciences on the
Pietermaritzburg campus. His
special teaching interests lie in
morphology and the general classi-
fication of insects, and in general
principles and practice of bio-
logical systematics. He is currently
working on the systematics of
various groups of wasps, both
modern and fossils, including the
description of a new Family.

“To me, it means recognition from
my peers and colleagues of the
worth of my work. I feel very
honoured to be considered one of
the top researchers/authorities in
the University, especially since my
research field is not a popular one
and not one which generates signi-
ficant grant support,” he said.
Professor Brothers is the President
of two International Scientific

Societies, the International Society
of Hymenopterists and the Inter-
national Palaeoentomological
Society, of which he is a founder
member. He is also the current
President of the International
Commission on Zoological
Nomenclature.

Petrologist and analytical geo-
chemist Professor Allan Wilson
received his fellowship award at a
graduation ceremony on the West-
ville campus on 8 May.

“The award of a prestigious
Fellowship at UKZN is an acknow-
ledgement at the highest level of
my contribution, service and com-
mitment to the University for the
better part of my professional life.
It is the culmination of efforts in
teaching, research and adminis-
tration and therefore is the most
important award that I have re-
ceived. This award is by recom-

mendation of my colleagues at the
University, as well as peers
throughout the world. I have strived
to build the best analytical
laboratories in the country and I
believe that has been recognised
both by my peers, and by local and
national industry,” he said.

Professor Wilson is passionate
about geology and about
understanding the processes that
have shaped our planet over three-
and-a-half billion years. A major
thrust of his research has been the
study of the platinum deposits in
the Bushveld Complex in South
Africa and the Great Dyke of
Zimbabwe, and, more recently, the
Xinjie layered intrusion in China.

Professor Wilson paid tribute to the
support that he has had from the
University, the Faculty of Science
and Agriculture, the Research
Office and Deputy Vice-Chancellor

of Research, excellent technicians,
and the many staff members that he
has worked with.

- Bhekani Dlamini

See Pages 4 and 5 for more
Graduation stories and pictures.

Professor Denis Brothers.

Professor Allan Wilson.
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APSTAR graduation
K Z N ’ s
School of
D e v e l o p -
ment Studies
celebrated
the gradu-
ation of its

APSTAR II students on 3 April in
the garden of the University’s
Campbell Collections.

The APSTAR programme aims to
contribute to South Africa’s de-
velopment by training public
servants. The programme, which
was first established in 1999, is a
partnership between the University,
South Africa’s Department of Social
Development and the United
Nations’ Population Fund (UNFPA).

APSTAR II courses started in July
2005. After eight months of hard
work, the students received their
certificates.

Student representative Miss Helen
North delivered a thought-
provoking speech at the graduation.
She highlighted the fact that popu-
lation and development issues are
becoming increasingly pressing.

There is an urgent need to develop
capacity to address these issues
among government officials.

“We will not progress effectively
in meeting our development objec-
tives and our fight against poverty,
if we do not address… capacity”.

Miss North said that APSTAR II
contributed towards capacity-
building in three main ways: stu-
dents gained knowledge; they
learned leadership skills and they
were taught how to access, collect,
analyse and utilise information.
The lecturers took what appeared
to be unfathomable and daunting
calculations, and translated them
into understandable techniques She
added that being a mature student
was an added advantage. Older stu-
dents challenged processes, result-
ing in lively, informative debates.

In his congratulatory speech, Mr
George Nsiah from the UNFPA
said that population issues are
dynamic factors that shape people’s
lives and future. People should be
put at the centre of population
development. Critical issues in-

DEVELOPING CAPACITY: APSTAR II students pose proudly with their certificates.

U

clude poverty eradication, the
reaffirmation of human rights,
health issues, family planning and
education.

“We commend the South African
government for addressing these
issues. Testimony that the country
has made progress is the fact that

you are sitting here today” said Mr
Nsiah.

- Thembeka Dlungwane

THIRTY eight third-year chemistry
students based on the Westville

campus are taking the recent
Science and Agriculture faculty

relocation changes in their stride.
Once a week the Chem 340 stu-
dents are bussed from the Westville
campus to Howard College for
their afternoon practical session.
This move is necessitated by the
high-tech laboratory that exists at
Howard College.

As a result of the beginning of the
consolidation of the Faculty on the
Westville campus, a process that
should be complete in 2007,
Chemistry is currently maintaining
a presence on both the Howard
College and Westville campuses.
This is not an ideal arrangement for
the students but John Cooke, Dean
of the Faculty, says that “the
Faculty is very mindful of the con-

cerns of students and will make
every effort to minimise disruptions”.

Professor Andy Kindness, Head of
the School of Chemistry feels that
“most of the students have adapted
quite well to the change in environ-
ment and are doing well in the
class”. The students are getting
used to the change but admit that it
is still “quite hectic.” They have to
catch the shuttle at 1 pm at West-
ville which arrives at Howard Col-
lege just in time for their practical.

Deshni Pillay was positive about
the change and said that the high
quality equipment that they are
exposed to makes up for the disrup-
tion in their schedules. Meshach
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HIGH-TECH: Third year Chemistry students (left to right)  Tshedza Mudau,
Khumbulani Mzobe, and Khethiwe Mpungose in the lab on the Howard
College campus.

Embracing changeEmbracing changeEmbracing changeEmbracing changeEmbracing change
Govender said he is still getting
used to the new environment but
feels that it will benefit him. Most
of the students inter-viewed said
that their main objective is to learn
and gain experience and are there-
fore happy to adapt to the changes.

Leticia Pillay, the staff member
who leads the Chem 340 practical
said that the students have settled
in well and are embracing the
challenge.  She said that “the effort
they expend to ensure they are
competent shows that they are truly
interested and willing to make the
necessary sacrifices”.

- Vicky Crookes
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A celebration of academic eA celebration of academic eA celebration of academic eA celebration of academic eA celebration of academic exxxxxcellencecellencecellencecellencecellence

UKZN conferred 7 420 degrees at 19 graduation ceremonies on the Pietermaritzburg and Westville campuses from 16-23 April. One hundred and eleven graduates received their
degrees summa cum laude and there were 232 cum laude graduates. Eighty doctorates were conferred and there were 40 disabled graduates. Women constituted 61.2 percent
of the total graduates.

THE graduation ceremonies were
a colourful, indigenous celebration
of academic excellence. In keeping
with its vision to be The Premier
University of African Scholarship,
UKZN’s new academic dress is an
exciting fusion of colours, designs
and beadwork that reflects the
University’s roots in our continent
and our province.

Work on the redesign of UKZN’s
academic dress began in 2005,
when the Academic Ceremonies
Committee invited proposals for
the gowns for Council, the
Executive and Convocation. Staff
at all levels and students partici-
pated in the process.

Chairperson of the Committee,
Professor Fikile Mazibuko, says
that the new designs were influ-
enced by UKZN’s vision and its
new logo. “They identify us as an
African university that is also
rooted in the province of KwaZulu-
Natal.” She acknowledges the
contribution of the University
community: “The new academic
dress is informed by their collective
genius and creativity”.

The UKZN anthem performed in
isiZulu was written especially for
the University with a view to
celebrating the University’s intel-
lectual pursuits which impact on
communities. The anthem was
composed by Mr Philani Mnomiya
a lecturer in the School of Music.
He and Professor David Smith, also
of the School of Music, conduct the

Miss South Africa graduatesMiss South Africa graduatesMiss South Africa graduatesMiss South Africa graduatesMiss South Africa graduates
REIGNING Miss South Africa, Megan Coleman graduated with a Bachelor of Social Sciences degree. The beauty who hails from Hillcrest
majored in Media and Communications. She plans to pursue her academic studies in Advertising.

Since her crowning as Miss South Africa at the end of last year Ms Coleman has met with former President Nelson Mandela and departed for the
Miss Universe Pageant in Mexico City at the end of April. Her exciting itinerary will include a meeting with Donald Trump.

ukzndaba spoke to her between the fitting of her stunning red evening gown designed by Malcolm Kluk/Christian du Toit which she will wear at
the pageant and her picking up her spanking new Freelander II. Her message to fellow graduates was, “Congratulations and all the best for the
future”. Asked about her role as Miss South Africa, she said, “I see (this) as a wonderful opportunity to help enrich the lives of my fellow citizens
and to represent my country in a positive and uplifting manner. It is also a platform for me to interact with the women of South Africa in a way I would
never have been able to do before, and to impart a sense of confidence and self worth into their lives.” Particularly rewarding for her is her work with the
Tapologo Aids Hospice in Rustenberg and Helpnet – a place of safety for children.

- Indu MoodleyPi
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choir, whose renditions have been
extremely well-received by partici-
pants in the graduation ceremonies.
The choir themselves, whose
performers come from different
choirs representing a number of
disciplines, came up with the new
designs for their outfits, which
incorporate the University colours.

The Committee continued its work
in 2006 with a major project – the
design of new hoods for the eight
Faculties. The new Faculty colours
are:

Faculty of Science and Agri-
culture – Forest Green

Faculty of Engineering – Yellow

Faculty of Health Sciences –
Lilac

Nelson R Mandela School of
Medicine – White

Faculty of Education – Royal
Blue
Faculty of Humanities, Devel-
opment and Social Sciences –
Cerise
Faculty of Law – Red

Faculty of Management Studies
– Orange

The Committee is also working on
the design of a new Mace. Pro-
fessor Terence King in Fine Arts,
in the School of Literary Studies,
Media and Creative Arts, of the
Faculty of Humanities, Develop-
ment and Social Sciences and
students from creative disciplines
are driving the Mace design
process.

UKZN Registrar, Dr Edith Mneney
describes all of these exciting

changes as a “new era…Our gradu-
ation ceremonies are the platforms
which transform the academic
atmosphere into celebrations fit for
a University located in KwaZulu-
Natal.”

The Academic Ceremonies Com-
mittee is meeting on 5 June and
continues to receive and deliberate
on constructive criticism and ideas
on Graduation and other academic
ceremonies.

- Deanne Collins

Ms Megan Coleman.

Your Campus NewspaperYour Campus NewspaperYour Campus NewspaperYour Campus NewspaperYour Campus Newspaper
Graduation Special EditionGraduation Special EditionGraduation Special EditionGraduation Special EditionGraduation Special Edition
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The new Faculty colours displayed on the stage at one of the graduation ceremonies on the Westville campus.
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Approximately 10 000
students and par-
ents from all cor-
ners of KwaZulu-
 Natal attended

UKZN’s Open Days on 17 May
(Pietermaritzburg campus) and 24
May (Howard College and West-
ville campuses). The Open Days
were organised by Corporate Re-
lations’ Schools Liaison Unit.

Open Days 2008Open Days 2008Open Days 2008Open Days 2008Open Days 2008
Schools Liaison Acting Manager
Mrs Sarda Pillay said a feature of
this year’s Open Days was the
number of learners attending from
rural areas. Parent attendance was
also up, with many accompanying
their children to explore career
options.

Lecturers and staff from the diffe-
rent Faculties played a crucial role,

setting up eye-catching exhibits
and providing a wealth of infor-
mation which will help prospective
students decide on a career.

The sound of drums and singing
greeted visitors to the Howard
College campus, as Drama and
Performance Studies students
demonstrated their talents. Fasci-
nated visitors gathered around the

medical display, with its dummy
bodies and medical gadgets.

Staff and students went the extra
mile on the Pietermaritzburg cam-
pus, with many entertaining and
eye-catching displays. Physics’
interactive show and Chemistry’s
Fire and Ice Show added to the
atmosphere of the day.

Staff manning the Faculty of
Science and Agriculture stand on
the Westville campus were inun-
dated with queries. Keen interest
was also shown in the various
degrees offered by the Faculty of
Management Studies.

Learners from the Dr AD Lazarus
School in Reservoir Hills described
the Open Day as “a good experi-
ence”. They said the event pro-
vided them with information about
the careers they wish to follow.
Grade 12 learner Meha Budhin said
she had obtained a lot of infor-
mation on Health Sciences which
she is interested in. Shahani Durga,
also in Grade 12 said she received
a wealth of information on the
teaching degrees on offer – a career
she is passionate about.

- Vicky Crookes, Neesha Maharaj
and Thembeka Nyaba

Thousands of prospective students benefit from information stands and presentations at UKZN’s Open Days. The Zulu Department’s exhibit at Open Day.

Forum on xForum on xForum on xForum on xForum on xenophobiaenophobiaenophobiaenophobiaenophobia
REPRESENTATIVES of refu-
gee and human rights organi-
sations were amongst those who
spoke out against the recent
xenophobic attacks in South
Africa during a forum titled
Xenophobia in South Africa.
Why Now? at the Westville
Campus on 29 May. Speakers
Mr Pierre Matate (KwaZulu-
Natal Refugee Council), Mr
Douglas Dziva (Deputy CEO of
the KwaZulu-Natal Christian
Council), Mr Mthokozisi
Khubone (Congress of South

African Trade Unions Pro-
vincial Organiser and Education
Secretary), Professor Karthy
Govender (South African
Human Rights Commissioner),
Mr Kwazi Mshengu (Central
Student Representative Presi-
dent) and Professor Gerhard
Maré (Centre for Critical Re-
search on Race and Identity)
shared their views on the issue.
The Forum was chaired by Pro-
Vice Chancellor: Corporate
Relations, Professor Dasarath
Chetty who said it encouraged

conversation on xenophobia
with a view to deciding a course
of action.

While expressing their condem-
nation of the recent attacks on
foreigners, the speakers also
suggested steps to be taken to
overcome xenophobia.

Mr Matate said the attacks on
foreign refugees over the past
two weeks opened old wounds
that they have tried to heal over
the years they sought asylum

here. He suggested that the
Presidency introduce legislation
that allowed for the integration
of foreign refugees into South
Africa.

Dr Dziva described the xeno-
phobic violence as “barbaric
and inhumane”. He suggested
the University community
formulate a think tank to decide
how refugees could be assisted.

Professor Govender warned
against creating the perception

that South Africa was soft on
criminals who committed such
xenophobic acts. He criticized
government’s response to hand-
ling the aftermath of the attacks
as “sluggish”.

Mr Mshengu suggested that
academics and students embark
on a campaign to provide know-
ledge on the African Renai-
ssance.

- Neesha Maharaj

Founding
Campuses Edgewood  Howard College Medical School Pietermaritzburg Westville
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Winner of the 2008 Institute for Marketing, Advancement & Communication in Education (MACE) Excellence Award for Best Internal Publication

Your Campus Newspaper
Graduation Special Edition

UKZN celebrated the
conferral of 7 863
degrees at 18 gradu-
ation ceremonies from

16-24 April.

The Faculty of Education awarded
1 909 degrees; Humanities, Devel-
opment and Social Sciences 1747;
Engineering 385; Science and
Agriculture 1 041, Health Sciences
388, the Nelson R Mandela School
of Medicine 350, Management
Studies 1 700; and Law 343.

Nine honorary doctorates were
conferred on individuals who over
the years have made significant
contributions to uplift society
through their respective careers.
These accolades were bestowed on
Mr Paddy Kearney, Professor
Richard Mkandawire, Professor
Deuteronomy Ntuli, Professor
Sibusiso Bhengu, Ms Deborah
Budlender, Mr Raymond
Ackerman, Justice Pius Langa,
Professor Bruce Walker and
posthumously to Mr Billy Nair.

Two hundred and fifty four stu-
dents earned their degrees cum
laude and 111 summa cum laude.
Women proved their mettle,
comprising 59 percent of this
year’s graduates.

Vice-Chancellor Professor
Malegapuru Makgoba said gradu-
ation ceremonies were significant
because they celebrated the success
of graduates who acquired their
degrees following years of hard
work. He added that graduations
marked  years of personal sacrifice

Celebrating academic excellence

The late Mr Billy
Nair.

Mr Raymond
Ackerman.

Professor Sibusiso
Bhengu.

Ms Deborah
Budlender.

Mr Paddy Kearney. Justice Pius Langa. Professor Richard
Mkandawire.

Professor
Deuteronomy Ntuli.

Professor Bruce
Walker.

parents made in educating their
children.

Professor Makgoba commended
academic staff for their role in
preparing graduates for their
chosen careers.

“We, at the University, are indeed
privileged to have some of the
brightest and best minds in aca-
demia amongst our staff. Aca-
demics, who are internationally
recognised for excellence and
innovation in their disciplines and
who, through their lectures, impart
the highest level of education to our
students,” he said.

Four academics were acknow-
ledged for their dedication to
teaching through the Distinguished
Teachers’ Award. Professor TE
Madiba, a Professor of Surgery at
the Nelson R Mandela School of
Medicine; Dr Francesca Balladon,
a Senior Lecturer within the French
Programme; Dr Robyn Joubert,
Head of the School of Audiology,
Occupational Therapy and Speech-
Language Pathology; and Pro-
fessor Kriben Pillay, a Programme
Co-ordinator at the Leadership
Centre were the recipients for
2008.

Parents and graduates present
were made aware of the UKZN
Pact launched on 14 April which
compels members of the Uni-
versity community to promote the
goals of “respect, dignity and
commitment to quality education.”

- Neesha Maharaj

Honorary Doctorates

Professor John Mubangizi, Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of the College of Law and Management Studies;
Chief Justice Pius Langa; UKZN Chancellor, Dr Frene Ginwala; Mr Mac Mia, Chair of Council, and Professor
Dasarath Chetty, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Corporate Relations.

Pi
ct

ur
es

: A
na

nd
 G

ov
en

de
r 

an
d 

Su
pp

lie
d

GRADUATION SpecIAl

Y O U R  M O N T H L Y  C A M P U S  N E W S P A P E R   •   G R A D U A T I O N   •  A P R I L  2 0 1 0      

Graduation 2010.

CELEBRATING 
UKZN’S GRADUATES
UKZN hosted 19 graduation ceremonies from April 16-23. 
words: Indu Moodley and deanne CollIns

A total of 8 111 (5 900 
undergraduate and 2 211 
postgraduate) graduates 

received their degrees at the 
ceremonies on the Pietermaritzburg 
and Westville campuses. Sixty 
two percent of the graduates are 
women. 

Two hundred and fifty four 
graduates (of whom 164 are 
women) obtained their degrees 
cum laude and 109 students (of 
who 61 are women) graduated 
summa cum laude. 

Approximately 2 419 degrees 
were conferred in the Faculty 
of Education; 438 degrees in 
the Faculty of Engineering; 
374 in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences; 1 753 in the Faculty 

of Humanities, Development 
and Social Sciences; 345 in the 
Faculty of Law; 1 568 in the 
Faculty of Management Studies; 
244 in the Faculty of Medicine 
and 970 in the Faculty of Science 
and Agriculture.

Five hundred and fifty four 
international students graduated 
this year, as did 67 students with 
disabilities. 

This year’s ceremonies took 
place in an auspicious year. 2010 
marks the centenary of Higher 
Education in KwaZulu-Natal. It 
also marks the centenary of the 
Union of South Africa which 
was formed on May 31 1910; 
and 20 years since the release 
of the world’s icon, Mr Nelson 
Mandela. This is also the year in 

which South Africa is hosting the 
FIFA World Cup. These historic 
events symbolise leadership, in-
novation and determination to 
make a difference to society and 
lay down a challenge to UKZN’s 
latest batch of graduates to leave 
a legacy that will benefit genera-
tions to come.

The graduation ceremonies 
are a watershed occasion in the 
life of an individual – an occa-
sion that lays the foundation for 
successful careers through intel-
lect, knowledge and skills gained 
at university. They are also an 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
sacrifices made by parents and 
guardians to provide the best 
education possible.  

GRADUATES URGED TO USE
skills to promote equality
Honorary Graduate Reverend Jesse Jackson urged graduates, 
academics and parents to fight for societal equality.

words: neesha Maharaj  PHoTo: rajesh jantIlal 

F amous for his unwavering 
commitment to social justice, 
the American struggle hero 

noted that in 1994 South Africa 
achieved democracy after decades 
of discriminatory apartheid laws. 
Now it is time to address the 
challenges of expansion and growth 
for all. 

“When 10 percent of the 
people control 80 percent of the 
land and 50 percent of the in-
come, and the majority is fight-
ing an uphill battle to overcome 
crippling poverty, the need for 
a battle for equality is apparent. 
To achieve equality the cancer 
of economic injustice must be re-
moved and economic equality for 
all must be applied,” he added.

Congratulating graduates, 
Reverend Jackson said they were 
empowered by education to 
spread the message of freedom, 
equality and hope through 
whichever profession they 
followed.

“Lifting others with you as 
you climb, you must address the 

remaining barriers that are the 
key to real freedom: poor hous-
ing and social services; there is 
too much violence in Africa and 
the world, we must go another 
way. We must end the behaviour 
that leads to HIV and AIDS 
… We must fight for drinkable 
water and clean air…. We must 
restructure our economy from 
the bottom up, not just trickle 
down,” said Reverend Jackson.

Reverend Jackson stressed 
the importance of young South 
Africans getting an education 
and urged them to hold onto 
their dreams which could be re-
alised. “Dream of teachers who 
teach for life, not for a living. 
Dream of doctors who are con-
cerned more about public health 
than private wealth. Dream of 
lawyers more concerned about 
justice than a judgeship. Dream 
of preachers who are concerned 
more about prophecy than profi-
teering. Dream on the high road 
with sound values. And then, 
young South Africans, you go 
forward...,” he concluded. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson and Vice-President of Convocation Mr André Young 
with Bachelor of Social Science graduate Miss Phumelele Masango. Miss 
Masango, who was born a paraplegic, said meeting Reverend Jackson made 
her graduation very special.  

UKZNDABA 
PhD  
Graduates

AGAINST 
all odds

73

UKZNDABA 
ACADEMIC 
Excellence

U KZN honoured four leading 
South Africans, amongst 
them, a Nobel Laureate, 

for their outstanding contributions 
in the scientific, arts, human rights, 
political, and academic sectors and 
who, through their innovation, 
expertise and intellect in their 
respective fields, have changed 
the lives of people both in South 
Africa and globally. The degrees 
were awarded at the University’s 
graduation ceremonies from April 
11-19. Two honorary degrees were 
awarded posthumously.

Approximately 7 471 gradu-
ates at both undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels, of which 
4 572 (61.2 percent) are wom-
en, received their degrees at the 
19 ceremonies.  

Approximately 1 641 degrees 
were conferred in the Faculty 
of Education; 440 degrees in 
the Faculty of Engineering; 
462 in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences; 1 898 in the Faculty 
of Humanities, Development 
and Social Sciences; 283 in 
the Faculty of Law; 1 380 in 
the Faculty of Management 
Studies; 401 in the Faculty of 
Medicine and 966 in the Faculty 
of Science and Agriculture. 

A total of 155 doctoral 
degrees were conferred and an 
impressive total of 321 graduands 
graduated cum laude and summa 
cum laude respectively.

Three academics received 
the University’s Distinguished 

Teachers’ Award for teaching ex-
cellence: Dr Helen Watson of the 
School of Environmental Stud-
ies, Mr Mark Tufts in the Faculty 
of Health Sciences and Profes-
sor Fatima Suleman, Head of the 
School of Pharmacy and Phar-
macology. The University’s presti-
gious Fellowship for distinguished 
academic achievement was pre-
sented to the Dean of the Medical 
School Professor Umesh Lalloo.

Prominent guest speakers in-
cluded: leading sociologist and 
educationalist Professor Crain 
Soudien; public health expert 
Professor Welile Shasha; Mr 
Trevor Ntokozo Maphumulo, 
Chairperson of the Engineering 
Council of South Africa’s Inves-

tigation Committee; Professor 
Aslam Fataar, Head of Education 
Policy Studies at Stellenbosch 
University; Head of the Con-
sumer Education Department 
at the Financial Services Board 
Ms Olivia Davids; and speaker of 
the UMsunduzi Municipality Mr 
Babu Baijoo.

Honorary Degrees

Professor Sydney Brenner 
DSc (honoris causa): A pioneer 
in molecular biology, author, and 
Nobel Laureate Professor Sydney 
Brenner is a remarkable human 
being. “Known for his penetrat-
ing scientific insight and acerbic 
wit”, Professor Brenner has had 

a long and impressive scientific 
career which spans six decades.  
At Cambridge he collaborated 
to decipher the nature of the ge-
netic code and other elements of 
gene function. Professor Brenner, 
together with scientists Rob-
ert Horvitz and John Sulston, 
was awarded the Nobel Prize 
in Medicine and Physiology for 
their groundbreaking studies 
in understanding the complexi-
ties of molecular organisms. He 
played a critical role in Britain’s 
involvement in the Human Ge-
nome project. Today in his ‘80s, 
Brenner remains an energetic 
provocateur of new ideas and 
avenues in biological research 
throughout the world. 

Ms Busi Mhlongo DMus 
(honoris causa) posthumous:  
The late Ms Busi Mhlongo turned 
the Maskanda guitar music of 
migrant Zulu mine workers into 
a worldwide phenomenon. The 
international singer, composer 
and dancer’s infectious music 
and singing style had a universal 
appeal mesmerising audiences 
around the globe. Described as 
‘one of the most phenomenal 
and exciting musicians to have 
ever emerged from South Africa’, 
her lyrics carried powerful and 
poignant messages.

Professor Lewis Nkosi 
DLitt (honoris causa) post-
humous: A son of KwaZulu-
Natal, and Durban in particular, 
the late Professor Lewis Nkosi, 
was one of South Africa’s 
foremost intellectuals, whose 
influence as both a writer and 
critic has been profound. He 
is the embodiment of African 
Scholarship. A renowned writer 
and essayist Lewis Nkosi was 
described by the Sunday Times as 
a ‘sharp and gifted writer with an 
irreverent take on life’. He was 
fearless and through his work 
criticised the harsh and senseless 
apartheid regime. 

Judge Zakeria Mohamed 
Yacoob LLD (honoris causa): 
is recognised as one of South 
Africa’s sharpest and highly 
respected legal minds. A widely 
respected Constitutional law 
expert Yacoob’s personal 
journey is one of courage, forti-
tude and resilience. In 1998 he 
was appointed to the bench by 
President Nelson Mandela. Zac 
Yacoob as he is fondly known 
lost his sight at the tender age 
of 16 months after contracting 
meningitis. But the disability 
together with political and social 
impediments did not deter him 
from reaching the pinnacle of 
success in his career.
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Graduation 2011

The academic procession at the start of the 2011 Graduation Ceremonies on April 11.
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GRADUATION SPECIAL
Ms Busi Mhlongo. Professor Lewis Nkosi. Judge Zakeria Mohamed Yacoob.Professor Sydney Brenner. 
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MAY 2013
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GRADUATION SPECIAL 2015
A SOUVENIR PUBLICATION

Professor Koleka Mlisana - PhD in Medical Microbiology.

Dr Farhana Paruk - PhD in Medicine.

Dr Tanya Maistry - PhD in Cardiology.

Dr Grant Laing - UKZN’s Trauma Surgeon.

Dr Marshall Maposa - PhD in Education.

Dr Ncoza Dlova - PhD in Dermatology.

Dr Farai Kwenda - PhD in Finance.

UKZN GROWS ITS OWN TIMBER

Dr Mzamo Shozi - PhD in Chemistry.

Dr Samukelisiwe Mngomezulu - PhD in Education.

Dr Sabine Stuart-Hill - PhD in Hydrology. Dr Lovemore Chipungu -  PhD in Town & Regional Planning. Dr Cecile Gerwel-Proches - PhD in Leadership.

CELEBRATIN
G ExCELLE

NCE

GRADUATION SPECIAL 2014
A SOUVENIR PUBLICATION

2014
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Guest speakers 
Invest in the Education of our Children, Says Nzimande

Use Education to Make the 
World a Better Place – 
Chief Justice tells Graduates

CEO of Engineering 
Council of South Africa 
Inspires New Generation 
of Graduating Engineers

SEJAl DESAI 

e call upon parents and guardians 
to take an active interest in what 
is going on in our institutions, 

so that together with management and 
government you are able to tackle whatever 
challenges our institutions and students 
face.’  
This was the call put out by the Honorable 
Minister of Higher education and training, 
Dr Blade Nzimande, at the occasion of 
the graduation of students within ukZN’s 
College of agriculture, engineering and 
science. 
With reference to recent student protests 
and the  #FeesMustFall  campaign across 
universities in south africa, Nzimande said:  
‘Yes, our students have a right to protest, but 
our universities need transformation not 
destruction led by a minority of students.’ 
‘Government, in its determination to 
support students who come from families 
that cannot afford but are enrolled in the 
fields of study offered by this College, has 
this year set aside over r800 million from 
the National skills Fund as full bursaries for 
such students,’ said Nzimande. 
Nzimande singled out engineers and 

veterinary specialists as some of the skills 
desperately needed in south africa.     ‘The 
importance of producing more people 
in these areas of study is of paramount 
importance to us,’ he said.  Nzimande said 
he was proud of the graduands for taking up 
fields where there was a shortage of skills.
Nzimande challenged the university to 
consider expanding in the field of animal 
Health as currently Onderstepoort is the 
only institution where aspirant Vets can 
study.  ‘Human health is in danger if we do 
not look after animal health, especially the 
livestock that supply our meat, milk and 
other related products,’ he said. 
Nzimande said he was delighted to see 
such a large cohort of phD and Masters 
graduates.   ukZN graduated 330 doctoral 
graduates overall, with 117 graduating from 
the College of aes. 
Nzimande was also there to support his 
niece, Miss Noxolo Gumbi, who graduated 
with a Bachelor of science degree in 
Dietetics. 
‘I thought I would come quietly as a parent 
to witness the graduation of my late brother’s 
daughter, Noxolo Gumbi. However, it 
would be amiss of me if I did not take this 
opportunity to also congratulate, in true 
african tradition, all of our other sons and 

daughters graduating here today.’ 
‘Graduation is a kind of coming of age 
ceremony, where years of study finally 
pay off and you gain hard evidence in the 
form of a certificate from an accredited 
and highly acclaimed institution of higher 
learning such as ukZN,’ said Nzimande. ‘so 
go out there and make your mark in your 
chosen field and contribute positively to 
growing the economy and knowledge base 
of this country.’ 
Nzimande encouraged graduates to enroll 
in postgraduate studies, ‘We are faced 
with a challenge of ageing academics, 
and as government – working together 
with universities – we have put in place 
a programme - the new Generation of 
academics (nGap) - to attract young 
aspirant academics,’ he said. 
The Minister also thanked parents and 
guardians for their efforts, ‘Much as these 
graduands are your sons and daughters, 
but their achievements go beyond just 
improving their personal lives and those 
of their families. Their skills are vital for 
the overall economic development of our 
country. so there can be no more of a 
patriotic duty than for families to invest 
in the education of their children,’ said 
Nzimande.

ThANDIWE JUMO

One has to wonder what would have 
become of our country without lawyers 
like Nelson Mandela, Oliver tambo and 
pius Langa, said Chief Justice Mogoeng 
Mogoeng during his inspirational address 
to  Law graduates at ukZN’s Graduation 
ceremony.
The keynote address titled: “Our hope, Our 
future” was preceded by the 14th Victoria & 
Griffiths Mxenge Memorial Lecture which 
also saw Mogoeng motivate students to 
make a valuable contribution to the judicial 
system through upholding the values of the 
constitution.

‘I have known professionals and lawyers to 
be real decision-makers and game changers 
so now we are looking to you graduates 
because you are our future,’ said Mogoeng.
as a man who upholds the values of ethical 
leadership,  Mogoeng advised graduates to 
adopt a spirit of patriotism and help the 
nation identify what could be done lawfully 
to build a just society for all.
‘We have economic challenges, so not 
everyone might find a job. However long 
it takes before you find a source of income, 
please make a vow to yourself to be a person 
of character and integrity because who you 
are will determine who your children will be 
and they will inform the type of community 
we are,’ he said.

Mogoeng added that graduates should aim 
to secure positions in international courts 
and to also get involved in shaping the 
youth to become future leaders. 
‘International courts complain that they 
never see south african lawyers appear 
before them, this is a challenge you 
must take hold of. regarding our youth, 
many institutions of higher learning and 
community structures are being burnt 
down and in most cases these acts are done 
by the youth.
‘Your graduation today is a great source 
of inspiration to those who are on the 
verge of giving up, so I encourage you to 
take the tension out of the law and help 
us solve our problems together,’ he said.   

SAlly FrOST 

Mr sipho Madonsela, Chief executive 
Officer (CeO) of the engineering Council 
of south africa (eCsa) since October 
2014, was the guest speaker at the 
Graduation ceremony of ukZN’s school of 
engineering. as a Mechanical engineering 
alumnus of the university, it was fitting 
that Madonsela could share his experience 
and advice with the newest generation of 
aspiring engineers. 
‘We as eCsa wish to congratulate the 
ukZN engineering class of 2015 for 
successfully completing your degrees and 
diplomas as required by the College of 
agriculture, engineering and science,’ he 
said. ‘I am always elated as I notice that 
there is a concerted effort, as is the case here 
today, to advance engineering education in 
theory and in practice.’ 
Madonsela quoted prakhar srivastav who 
said:  ‘engineering is not just the study of 45 
subjects, but is the moral study of intellectual 
life.’   Madonsela told his audience that 
this meant that whilst bringing economic 
benefits, engineering activity has potential 
adverse consequences and must therefore 
be carried out responsibly and ethically. 
‘as a graduate in the engineering field, you 
are moral beings and therefore should learn 
to use available resources efficiently and 
economically, safeguard health and safety 
and be environmentally sound. This is a 
practical expression of an “intellectual life.”’ 
Madonsela is a former executive Chairman 
of emzansi engineers, a multidisciplinary 
engineering firm which he founded and 
has managed for over 16 years. His core 
disciplines include roads infrastructure, 
water applications, steam application, 
materials and transportation handling, air-
conditioning, ventilation and refrigeration, 
pumping applications and general 
industrial services. 
Mandonsela has a wealth of management 

experience in the engineering discipline 
including corporate governance, strategy 
and strategic leadership. For the duration of 
his career life, Madonsela has continued to 
prove his leadership prodigy within several 
portfolios in the south african engineering 
landscape. 
ukZN’s school of engineering conferred an 
impressive 397 degrees, including 18 phDs 
and covering the disciplines of Chemical, 
Mechanical, Civil, electrical, electronic, 
Computer and agricultural engineering, as 
well as Land surveying, Construction and 
property Development. 

The honorable Minister of higher Education and Training, Dr Blade Nzimande, 
congratulating graduates in the College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science at UKZN.

Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng urging law students to play a role in transforming society. 

W‘

Mr Sipho Madonsela, CEO of the 
Engineering Council of South Africa 
(ECSA) was the guest speaker at UKZN’s 
School of Engineering Graduation 
ceremony. 
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62.5% WOMeN tO GraDuate at ukZN

Successful Graduation Ceremonies for UKZN

Engagement Thrills for humanities Graduate

UKZNDABA

 

the university of kwaZulu-Natal 
(ukZN) conferred an impressive 
10 015 degrees at its 22 Graduation 

ceremonies held on its Westville campus 
(sports Hall) and pietermaritzburg’s royal 
showgrounds, which commenced on 
Monday, 11 april and ended on tuesday, 
19 april.
The university conferred four honorary 
degrees to distinguished individuals leading 
in the fields of social sciences and Health 
sciences, for their unique and outstanding 
contribution to society both locally and at 

a global level. 
The ceremonies kicked off with the College 
of Humanities who honoured Founder and 
executive Director of the african Centre 
for the Constructive resolution of Disputes 
(aCCOrD), Dr Vasudevan Gounden with 
a Doctorate of social science. The College 
also honoured Dr patricia Horn as an 
Honorary Doctor of social sciences.
Other honorary graduates included 
internationally renowned scientist, Dr 
robert Gallo with a Doctorate of sciences 
honoured during the College of Health 
science’s Graduation ceremony. The 
executive Director of uNaIDs (the Joint 
united Nations programme on HIV and 
aIDs), Dr Michel sidibé, received an 

honorary Doctor of administration degree 
from the College of Law and Management 
studies for his contribution in the fight 
against aIDs. 
The university welcomed a number of 
guest speakers who encouraged and 
advised students, providing them with 
the required tools to take on their careers. 
Guest speakers included the Chief Justice 
of the republic of south africa Chief 
Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng; the Minister of 
Higher education and training, Dr Blade 
Nzimande;  the Chief executive Officer 
(CeO) of the engineering Council of south 
africa (eCsa), Mr sipho Madonsela and 
Chief Director: Modelling & Forecasting, 
economic policy Division at National 
treasury, Mr konstantin Makrelov.

Four prominent academics received the 
university’s Fellowship award for research 
excellence and distinguished academic 
achievement. They included professor 
salim abdool karim, Director: CaprIsa 
(Centre for the aIDs programme of 
research in south africa) and pro Vice-
Chancellor (research); professor Francesco 
petruccione, Director Centre for Quantum 
technology ukZN and the NrF/Dst 
sarChI Chair: Quantum Information 
processing and technology;  professor 
Colleen Thelma Downs, south african 
research Chair in  ecosystem Health and 
Bio-diversity in kZN and eC and is a 
professor in The school of Life sciences; 
and professor steven Dene Johnson, holds 
the south african research Chair in 

evolutionary Biology and is a professor in 
the school of Life sciences.
Distinguished teachers awards were also 
awarded to outstanding teachers who 
demonstrated innovation and excellence 
in the areas of curriculum development, 
teaching methodology and assessment 
methods. 
The awards were awarded to Dr suzanne 
Francis, who is a senior Lecturer in 
political science; professor Thabo Msibi, 
an acting Dean in the school of education; 
Mrs rosemary Quilling, senior Lecturer: 
Information systems and technology; 
and professor albert Modi, Dean and 
Head of school: agricultural, earth and 
environmental sciences.

NOMCEBO MNCUBE

 
Humanities graduates and their friends and families got a little 
something extra during a recent Graduation ceremony.
Ms Nosipho Nguse, who was graduating with a postgraduate 
certificate in education, was swept off her feet when her 
boyfriend Mr sanele Mhlungu popped the question in front of 
hundreds of guests.  
Nguse, who accepted the proposal, gushed with excitement 
when UKZNdabaOnline spoke to her following her engagement.
‘I had no idea he was planning to propose. I was surprised 
and I didn’t know what to say for a few seconds because of the 
excitement,’ said Nguse.
Nosipho and sanele met three years ago at ukZN’s Westville 
campus, where they quickly became friends. as time went by, 
their friendship blossomed into romance.
along with planning a wedding, sanele is still in the process of 
finalising lobola negotiations. ‘We will not get married this year, 
hopefully in a year or so,’ said Nguse.
‘My boyfriend has been supportive in so many ways. He 
motivated and encouraged me whenever I felt like I couldn’t 
cope, he was always there for me,’ she gushed.

The 2016 Graduation ceremonies took place at the Durban and Pietermaritzburg venues.
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HONOrarY GraDuates
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hen you are that civil servant 
working in a local or national 
government department, don’t 

be the arrogant one who looks down on 
informal workers because you think they 
are uneducated – be the one who sees in 
front of you human beings with dignity, 
family and community responsibilities.   
put yourself in the shoes of those you are 
employed to serve, in order to understand 
better and serve people more effectively.’
These are the words of Dr patricia Horn, 
after she received an Honorary Doctor of 
social sciences degree during a ukZN 
Graduation Ceremony.
Horn said she felt honoured to have been 
considered by ukZN for an honorary 
degree, after failing to complete her Bachelor 
of science degree at Wits university in the 
1970s because of her involvement in student 
politics.
prior to the Doctorate degree, Horn 
acquired a Ba degree in economics and 
History.
In her address she spoke about how times 
had evolved since the days when she was 
a student during the apartheid struggle. 
she said many Black nationals including 
her compatriots were unable or were not 
allowed to study on university premises due 
to being in prison, house arrest or serving 
banning orders under the suppression of 
Communism act. Instead they worked 
through unisa correspondence courses.
Horn said she did not stop when she 
acquired her degree as she learned a lot in 
the trade union movement.
Horn urged graduates to be aware of the 
important roles of the millions of workers, 
formal and informal, in the construction of 
a democratic south africa.  she mentioned 

that despite the informal sector’s enormous 
contribution to the country, government 
policies ignored their economic needs and 
basic human and labour rights. Laws were 
used against them, not for committing 
crimes, but simply for failing to meet 
impossible regulatory requirements. 
she urged the graduates to be the ones 
who initiate consultations and negotiations 
in good faith with the affected groups 
and communities in search of mutually 
satisfactory solutions.
Horn said: ‘You may be very surprised to 
hear the creative solutions that informal 
traders can come up with when people 
are ready to listen to them.   Don’t be 
the one who hides behind bureaucratic 
procedures.  Be the one who looks for a way 
to make the regulations work in the best 
interests of everybody, including the most 
marginalised.’
Horn reflected on the invaluable lessons she 
learned from the south african trade union 
movement.
she said: ‘The apartheid government did 
not appreciate the growth and development 
of the independent trade union movement. 
They were trying to avoid extending 
recognition to the emerging trade unions 
by a system of parallel unionism where 
White, Indian and Coloured trade unions 
represented Black workers in negotiations 
about their wages and working conditions.   
after the 1973 strikes, however, where 
Black workers had started to equalise the 
wage gap by winning unprecedented wage 
increases through their own struggles, there 
was no way that the patronising system of 
parallel unionism could be accepted by the 
majority.’
‘Those of us who had the privilege of 
working – under strict worker control 
– in those emerging independent trade 
unions, were part of a unique experience 
of organisation-building.   From this we 

 MAryANN FrANCIS

ukZN has awarded an Honorary Doctorate 
of sciences to the internationally renowned 
scientist, Dr robert Gallo, who in 1984 
proved that HIV causes aIDs and has since 
spent much of his career trying to find cures 
for HIV and other viral, chronic illnesses.
Gallo, who is Director of the Institute 
of Human Virology at the university of 
Maryland school of Medicine in the united 
states; was inspired to pursue a career as 
a research physician after the death from 
leukaemia of his six-year-old sister.
‘I was 13 and saw her in her final days when 
she was at a medical school’s Children’s 
Hospital which is where I caught my first 
glimpse of doctors seeking to do better, not 
satisfied with the present.’
early on in his career in 1976, his lab 
discovered a way to grow human t cells 
for the first time due to a finding of a 
growth factor, a protein called the t cell 

growth factor, eventually becoming known 
as Interleukin-2, or IL-2, among the first 
cytokines.
They also discovered the first and the 
second known human retroviruses HtLV 
1 & 2 which target CD4 t cells and are 
transmitted by blood, sex and mother’s 
milk. This was the start of his journey into 
the discovery that HIV leads to aIDs. 
Human trials of more than 100 different 
aIDs vaccines have taken place since Gallo 
proved in 1984 that HIV caused the disease.
Gallo and his team also pioneered the HIV 
blood test which verified the linkage of HIV 
to aIDs. ‘This was a necessity for scientific 
progress because whereas virus isolation 
was then quite difficult and few wished to 
try it, antibody testing was safe, simple and 
accurate.’ This breakthrough led to a more 
rapid diagnosis whilst simultaneously, 
protecting patients receiving blood 
transfusions.
In 1996, Gallo discovered that a natural 
compound known as chemokines could 
block HIV and halt the progression of 

aIDs. The discovery of the involvement of 
chemokine receptors in HIV-1 binding and 
entry opened the door for new approaches 
to controlling HIV-1 infection. Gallo’s 
study was hailed by the  Science  journal as 
one of that year’s most important scientific 
breakthroughs and eventually led to the 
development of anti-retroviral Therapy. 
since then, new HIV infections have fallen 
by 35% and aIDs-related deaths have fallen 
by 42% since the peak in 2004.
Gallo’s research has brought him 
international recognition as well as election 
into the National academy of sciences 
and the Institute of Medicine. He has been 
awarded honours for his contribution to 
science from countries around the world 
and holds 34 honorary doctorates. He was 
the most referenced scientist in the world in 
the 1980s and 1990s, during which time he 
had the unique distinction of twice winning 
america’s most prestigious scientific award, 
the albert Lasker award in Medicine.
He is the author of more than 1 300 scientific 
publications.

MElISSA MUNGrOO

Founder and executive Director of the 
african Centre for the Constructive 
resolution of Disputes (aCCOrD), 
Dr Vasudevan Gounden, was recently 
honoured by ukZN with a Doctorate 
of social science for his humanitarian 
work and leadership in conflict resolution 
in trouble torn countries like Burundi, 
Madagascar, the DrC, somalia and south 
sudan.
During his address, he reflected on his 
25 years in conflict resolution in various 
african countries stating, ‘I have seen hell. 
I have stared in the eyes of killers and in the 
eyes of those they have killed. I have seen 
too many countries whose people were 
blinded into an exceptionalism carved out 
of pride for their uniqueness only to have 
that destroyed.’
He also touched on the past apartheid 
injustices and paid homage to struggle 
stalwarts steve Biko, ruth First, Nelson 
Mandela, robert sobukwe and Dulcie 
september and talked to the current 

situation in south africa. He called on all 
south africans to fight and stand against 
injustices such as bribery, crime and lack of 
quality service. ‘We fail our nation when we 
look the other way,’ said Gounden.
to the graduates from the College of 
Humanities, Gounden said: ‘For the young 
people graduating here today, you should 
know that thousands have died so that 
you can graduate here today… so that you 
can build from the ashes of apartheid a 
new south africa. This is your historical 
responsibility.’
Gounden also expressed gratitude to 
his father swami Gounden and his wife 
Vanessa, to the rest of his family and to 
his  alma mater  ukZN for honouring him 
with a Doctorate degree in social sciences.
In his concluding remarks, he said: ‘It is a 
time for all of us to build bridges. Let us build 
bridges that create equality, employment 
and prosperity. Compatriots, it is a time for 
us to fly one flag, the flag of the republic 
of south africa; to pay allegiance to one 
manifesto, the Constitution of south africa 
and to sing from one hymn sheet, Nkosi 
sikelel’ iafrika. God bless south africa.’

learned key lessons, and I later found these 
lessons to be an inspiration in organising 
marginalised workers in the informal 
economy.’
she concluded her speech by urging the 
graduates to take calculated risks from time 
to time in order to achieve objectives in life 
and to always do what their consciences 
told them was right.  ‘sometimes this can be 
painful, especially in the short term – but in 
the long term, getting to your old age. 
with a clear conscience and having earned 
many people’s trust is still more valuable 
than having made a lot of money during 
your life.’
* patricia Horn has spent the last three 
decades organising women in the informal 
economy and helping them to build a 
collective voice to demand their rights.   
she has ensured that informal workers 
have a place in south african society and 
thereby contributing to social justice and 
poverty reduction.  she established the self-
employed Women’s union (seWu), the first 
of its kind in south africa, which represents 
the interests of self-employed women 
engaged in the informal economy.  she has 
also organised informal workers for better 
rights and protections at an international 
level through the establishment of streetNet 
International which has 52 affiliates from 
46 countries.   Her work in organising, 
advocacy and collective bargaining has 
influenced policy discussion debates across 
the world.

honorary Doctorate for Scientist who 
Discovered that hIV causes AIDS

Graduates Urged 
to Value the 
Informal Sector

humanitarian and Peacemaker 
receives honorary Doctorate 
from UKZN

honorary Doctoral graduate Dr Patricia 
horn. 

From left: DVC for the College of humanities Professor Cheryl Potgieter, honorary 
Graduate Dr Vasudevan Gounden, Professor Paulus Zulu and UKZN Vice-Chancellor 
Dr Albert van Jaarsveld.

Dr robert Gallo receives a UKZN honorary Doctorate.
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ukZN’s College of Humanities celebrated the graduation of Dr Hangwelani 
Hope Magidimisha - the first Black woman to be awarded a doctorate in the 
Discipline of town planning at the university. 

Magidimisha urged Black women to embrace the town planning Discipline. 
‘I have mixed feelings about all this. I am excited in the sense that it is an 
achievement for me, something I have always wanted to do. However, there 
is a need for a lot more Black women in town planning to represent the 
sector in the Built environment. 

‘I am happy I am at ukZN where I can nurture young women to become 
academics,’ said Magidimisha.

she encouraged students to closely examine town planning, saying it was 
not only about designing. ‘Many people, especially women, think town 
planning is very technical and involves a lot of designing. This is true to 
some degree, however, it also about implementing policies.

‘There are others again who think planning is overly sophisticated and a 
masculine profession, which is wrong. We need more people with phDs in 
the field to enrich our knowledge and help to form academic networks to 
improve the profession and engage with critical issues,’ she said. 

Her phD interrogates the persistence of spatial inequities of service delivery 
in contemporary south africa despite concerted efforts by the government 

to eliminate them. specific reference is given to Vhembe District 
Municipality in Limpopo province, which rates among the most deprived 
areas in the country. In a bid to unravel this reality in living environment 
domains, the study employed a multi-pronged approach by using empirical 
evidence from the case study supported by data from the south african 
Multiple Deprivation Index and south africa social attitude survey. 

emerging findings indicate that structural defects that underline prevailing 
spatial inequalities are a function of a myriad of factors. It concludes by 
providing recommendations in the form of a sphere of spatial equality 
Model that sets in motion dynamic responses in households and bureaucrats 
in a bid to eliminate spatial inequality.

Magidimisha, like every married woman, faced challenges during her years 
of study but persevered and completed her doctorate. 

‘It is important to manage your time when you are enrolled for a phD. I 
became pregnant during my three years of study, but I managed to complete 
my studies. I told myself that I had to drive and push myself. Many people 
think that the moment a woman falls pregnant, she has to give up her 
studies. However, pregnancy is not a disability. It does not change a person’s 
career if it is well managed,’ she said.

‘I had to play my part as a married woman and my husband was very 
supportive, taking care of our children and I did not feel the pressure. My 
husband helped me a lot and my drive for success brought me this far. There 
is need to personalise and fall in love with your studies and be passionate 
in the process. I chose to research my home area and this helped me a lot 

because I am attached to it,’ she said.  

Magidimisha thanked her doctoral supervisor, Dr rosemary awuorh- 
Hayangah, and the Human sciences research Council for creating a good 
learning environment. ‘I also thank my dad, mum, children and especially 
my husband - he is the best man in the world and I am really grateful and 
thankful for his support.’

Dean and Head of the school of Built environment and Development 
studies professor Betty Mubangizi believes that Dr Magidimisha has 
brought a youthful and vibrant attitude not only to the Discipline but to 
the school. she acknowledges that coming from the HsrC – a research 
institution, Dr Magidimisha’s interest for research and publications is 
already shining through. 

according to Mubangizi, town planning focuses on improving the living, 
leisure and working environments and conditions of people. It does so 
by estimating future needs of settlements including housing, business, 
industrial sites, public facilities and open spaces so as to meet the needs 
of growing populations of our towns and cities. ‘Women are most affected 
by poor town planning decisions and it is significant that Dr Magidimisha, 
a woman, has graduated with a phD in town planning. she now brings a 
much needed female view to the town and regional planning profession.’

‘It is also significant that Dr Magidimisha has been with ukZN since her 
undergraduate years. That she has graduated with a phD and that she is, in 
addition, a member of our staff just serves to show ukZN’s commitment to 
transformation and to growing our own timber,’ said Mubangizi.

UKZN boasts 
first Black 
woman with 
PhD in 
Town Planning

Dr hangwelani hope Magidimisha.

SIThEMBIlE ShABANGU 

The executive Director of uNaIDs 
(the  Joint united Nations programme on 
HIV and aIDs), Dr Michel sidibé, received 
an honorary Doctor of administration 
degree from ukZN for his contribution in 
the fight against aIDs.
sidibé said ukZN is the first university in 
africa to honour him with an honorary 
degree.
In his acceptance address,  sidibé told 
graduates they were beginning their 
‘careers at a historic moment when the 
world has committed to the most ambitious 
development agenda of all time - the 
sustainable Development Goals. 
‘africa will be at the centre of this 
transformation, and you will lead it, you 
will be the “entrepreneurs” of a new era 
of sustainable human development and 
your energy, innovation, and optimism 

are the keys to unlock global and national 
transformation,’ said sidibé. 
He also encouraged the private sector to 
step up and join the fight for universal 
Health Care. ‘We are counting on you, 
the next generation of business leaders to 
help us scale up our work to help people, 
capturing innovation at every level.’ 
sidibé’s  vision of three zeros - a world 
with zero new HIV infections, zero 
discrimination and zero aIDs-related 
deaths - has been echoed around the world. 
His  passionate advocacy has contributed 
significantly to the unprecedented global 
political commitment and funding for HIV 
and aIDs.
The Malian-born campaigner has also been 
at the forefront of the global campaign to 
eliminate mother-to-child transmission 
of HIV, and to eliminate HIV infections 
among children.
sidibé’s global advocacy has helped firmly 

secure the fight against HIV and aIDs 
at the top of political agendas, including 
those in south africa, and has played a 
key role in supporting south africa’s HIV 
and aIDs plans alongside its respective 
programmes through his personal advocacy 
and guidance.
He has provided support to south africa 
through his regular meetings with the 
president, Minister of Finance and 
Minister of Health to facilitate high level 
consultations with opinion-makers and 
international organisations.
‘south africa is leading the way in ensuring 
that all countries have access to affordable 
generic drugs.’ 
under sidibé’s leadership, uNaIDs works 
to ensure that no-one is left behind in the 
response to HIV and that everyone in need 
has access to lifesaving HIV treatment 
and prevention services, especially the 
marginalised and neglected.

UKZN Awards honorary Degree 
to UNAIDS Executive Director

honorary Graduate, Dr Michel Sidibé.
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Professor Albert Thembinkosi Modi - Distinguished Teacher, Crop Scientist and Dean and 
head of UKZN’s School of Agricultural, Earth and Environmental Sciences.

DIstINGuIsHeD teaCHers
A Distinguished Teacher and a Dean

Distinguished Teachers’ 
Award recipient a Class 
Above the rest

ChrISTINE CUéNOD

Dean and Head of the  school of the 
agricultural, earth and environmental 
sciences  (saees),  professor albert 
Thembinkosi Modi, received a 
Distinguished teachers’ award for 2015 
– only the second ukZN Dean to have 
received the honour! 
Nominated by students, Modi is able to 
balance the responsibilities of his role 
with his passion for teaching. The award 
is conferred for outstanding teaching 
demonstrating effective learning outcomes, 
community engagement, curriculum 
development, and the translation of practice 
into scholarship. 
Modi is a Crop scientist, championing 
sustainable agriculture and the value 
of indigenous knowledge in informing 
scientific research. a graduate of the 
university of Fort Hare, he received his 
Master’s from the then university of Natal 

and was a Fulbright scholar at Ohio state 
university in the united states for his phD. 
Before joining the university of Natal in 
1996, he was a provincial agronomist for 
pHI-Hibred International. 
Modi said receiving the award was 
encouragement to continue leading by 
example. He makes time for students 
during and outside of lectures, guiding 
them graciously without patronising them 
as they encounter challenging concepts. 
‘I encourage student participation,’ said 
Modi, ‘and spend extra time preparing and 
updating material every year.’ 
He takes an interest in the lives of struggling 
students to give them special academic 
advice and direct them to counselling. 
His positive approach is informed by his 
belief that people have the unique ability 
to take command of and shape their 
destinies, a philosophy that helps him place 
confidence in his students’ capabilities. 
He has led numerous research projects, 
and helped establish the ezemvelo Farmers 
Organisation and the Moses kotane 
Institute for science and technology. He is 
a senior Fellow of GreenMatter, Honorary 

Fellow of the Mangosuthu university of 
technology, and Chairman of the south 
african agricultural and Life sciences 
Deans association (saaLsDa). 
He is also a member of the south african 
National seed Organisation (saNsOr), 
and sat on the academy of science of south 
africa’s (assaf) agricultural education 
and training Consensus study panel in 
2014. He is Fellow and past president of the 
south african society of Crop production 
(sasCp). 
Modi has published more than 70 peer-
reviewed journal publications, conference 
proceedings and book chapters, as well as 
popular science articles. He has supervised 
10 phDs and more than 30 Master’s 
graduates. 
a C-rated NrF researcher, he has received 
several awards from organisations including 
the New York academy of sciences, the 
Third World academy of sciences, the 
NstF-BHp Billiton awards, the National 
research Foundation (NrF), agricultural 
Writers south africa, and the Water 
research Commission (WrC).

ThANDIWE JUMO 

Law and Management studies academic, Ms rosemary 
Quilling, was one of the proud recipients of a ukZN 
Distinguished teachers’ award at this year’s Graduation 
ceremony.
The Information systems and technology lecturer 
received the award in recognition of her exceptional 
and outstanding contribution to teaching and learning 
at ukZN.
Quilling shared a few valuable insights she has learnt 
on her journey over two decades in Higher education 
towards becoming a Distinguished teacher: 
Teaching is not a job nor a calling - but a way of life
‘I don’t view teaching as “just a job” or as a vocation or 
calling. to me it is a way of life - a way of “being” and 
“becoming”.   teaching is one of the things that define 
how I see things and people; how I interact with others 
and what I choose to do. The essence of my teaching 
is thus grounded in who I am and what I believe 
constitutes a worthy endeavour. This award does not 
impact my view of my teaching; however the award 
does validate my sense of myself as a teacher and I see it 
as an acknowledgement that this is a worthwhile cause 
which is valued by my colleagues, peers and students,’ 
said Quilling.

Catering to students’ needs is a priority
‘I believe we face three main challenges in teaching and 
learning:
•	 to create every opportunity for access and support 

for students that we can,
•	 to ensure that by so doing we empower them, not 

just ease their progress through the Institution,
•	 That we validate their abilities without giving 

them false expectations for the future.
‘The media bombards our students with the message 
that they can become anything they want; though it 
rarely reinforces the commitment one has to make, 
and the responsibility one has to accept, to achieve 
this. Not only do we facilitate transfer and exploration 
of knowledge and skills but we should become vision-
casters. We not only help our students to dream of a 
future filled with possibilities but we also supply the 
substance that allows them to achieve their goals, and 
the maturity to understand the related responsibilities,’ 
said Quilling.
research leads to innovative teaching and learning
‘I am passionate about emerging, social, Web2.0- and 
subsequent technologies. These technologies, like social 
media, are redefining communication and the creation 
of information and are a key part of re-imagining our 
reality; in business, science, education, entertainment 
and socially. My current research focus is on how the 
use of these technologies is articulated within Higher 
education in south africa.
‘since 2002 I have used more than 10 platforms and 
applications like Facebook, twitter, Youtube, second 
Life, Hipchat, and edmodo. These approaches have been 
employed at all undergraduate levels and at honours 
level, as I diversified my own teaching experience. In the 
process I experimented with how students at different 
levels coped with, and could be challenged to take 
ownership of their own learning. This always included 
an underlying interest in observing how technology 
could facilitate this process without colonising and 
overpowering the students’ learning experience.
‘I believe this awareness and sensitivity to the nuanced 
demands of my discipline, students’ needs, our rapidly 
changing society and an openness to challenging 
assumptions and limitations placed on us by our 
circumstances, have been central to my teaching and 
the granting of this award,’ she said.
*  Quilling is currently pursuing her Doctorate in 
education.

Dr Suzanne Francis and Professor Thabo Msibi. 

SIBONGIlE MOyO

ukZN’s 2015 Distinguished teachers’ award (Dta) 
has been presented to two lecturers from the College of 
Humanities  -  professor Thabo Msibi  and Dr suzanne 
Francis.
The two outstanding teachers were presented with the 
awards at the annual ukZN Graduation ceremony.
The award recognises teachers with a favorable and 
lasting influence on students and evidence of an 
educational impact beyond the classroom. It is open 
to all who teach at ukZN and exists to promote the 
importance of excellence in teaching at all levels within 
the university.
Msibi is an associate professor in Curriculum and 
education studies and also the Leader of the education 
studies academic Cluster.
He sits on the editorial Boards of Gender and Education, 
the Journal of LGBT Youth and the Journal of Gender and 
Language, all of which are international publications.
Msibi also sits on four NGO Boards in south africa and 
has won the DVC’s award for community service.
Msibi, who was ‘honoured and delighted’ about 
receiving the prestigious award, explained how his 
background had such a great influence on his work as 
a teacher.
‘I have sought to merge my research interests with that 
of my teaching.   Once I started seeing my passion for 
transformation, equality and social justice as something 
not simply about research, but that should permeate my 
entire life, including my teaching and social relations, 
my eyes were opened to the tremendous responsibilities 
that academics and teachers have in a transforming, 
post-apartheid south africa.

‘I began understanding that my life and academic 
purpose should not simply be about knowledge 
creation, but that it ought to be embedded in activism 
for wider social change.   The work by bell hooks, 
which speaks of transgression in the classroom where 
the space becomes a place for liberation and self-
actualisation, began informing my pedagogic practices 
in the classroom. 
‘I realised that vulnerability and learning in a “post-
conflict” space were not simply reserved for students, 
but for teachers too.  I had to learn to let go of some of 
my power as a teacher - a very difficult process.   This 
required an interrogation of my own identities and 
how these impact on the students I teach.   as I got 
comfortable with my position of reduced power, my 
professional growth started,’ said Msibi.
Francis is a senior Lecturer in the political science 
Discipline. Her ability to inspire and enhance student 
learning while showing concern and sensitivity to 
students needs has earned her great recognition over 
the years.
she was originally nominated for this award by her 
students, who she says are her greatest inspiration as a 
university teacher. ‘I feel very honoured and humbled 
in receiving this award. Our students have already 
overcome immense obstacles just to be at university,’ 
she said.
Francis was also awarded a distinguished teaching 
advancement at university (tau) Fellowship in 
2015 by the Higher education Learning and teaching 
association of southern africa (HeLtasa).
Her research fellowship focuses on supervision at the 
mid-point of phD work which is where south african 
universities see the greatest attrition rates of doctoral 
students.
she is concerned with the decolonisation of knowledge, 
the mentoring of postgraduate students as independent 
scholars and the next generation of knowledge-makers 
and active learning to embed real social and political 
transformation.
In addition to developing several postgraduate 
programmes at the university, Francis runs a kalahari 
Field school in the southern kalahari whereby 
students who wish to develop their research skills as 
independent scholars beyond the dissertation, take part 
in a programme in a First Nations san community.
The two achievers were honoured at the annual 
Distinguished teachers’ award dinner.

Distinguished Teacher, Ms rosemary Quilling receiving 
her award from Chancellor Dr Zweli Mkhize.

humanities Academics 
Awarded Distinguished 
Teachers’ Award
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The school of Laboratory Medicine and 
Medical sciences’  acting Dean,  Dr Musa 
Mabandla, supervised published young 
scientists, Dr Thabsile Mpofana and Dr 
Lihle Qulu, who both graduated with phDs.

Mpofana, a Human physiology 
Developmental Lecturer, said her study 
investigated the effects of post-natal stress 
on the adult brain.

published in two international journals, the 
study confirmed that stress is detrimental 
to the brain during the early development 
period of an infant and may promote 
the development of neurodegenerative 

disorders later in life. It also found that 
caffeine has beneficial effects in the 
treatment of neurodegenerative disorders.

‘I am the first person to go on to Higher 
education in my family so they are 
particularly happy that I have made it to my 
phD,’ said Mpofana. ‘My younger siblings 
who are still in school look up to me as they 
see a possibility of becoming whatever they 
want to be.’

From a family of eight and raised by a single 
parent, Mpofana thanked God for her 
success. Inspired by Mabandla’s work ethic, 
Mpofana said she believed in hard work 
and remained results driven throughout her 
career. she intends to pursue post-doctoral 
studies and become a senior Lecturer in the 

Discipline.

Qulu, a Human physiology Lecturer, had 
three papers published from her studies 
in three top international journals. Her 
study, titled: “exposure to prenatal stress 
enhances the Development of seizures 
in Young rats”, was conducted under the 
auspices of ukZN’s Neuroscience research 
Group – established in 2008 by former 
Dean, professor William Daniels and 
Mabandla.

Qulu will attend the Federation of european 
Neuroscience societies Biennial Meeting 
2016 in Denmark, after winning first-prize 
for her phD research in the Credentialing 
staff category at the 2015 College of Health 
sciences annual research symposium.

‘It’s a “pinch myself feeling” yet at the same 
time it makes one feel proud, humbled and 
excited that all the hard work paid off,’ said 
Qulu.

During her studies, she went on a 
four-month visit to a laboratory in the 
Hotchkiss Brain Institute at the university 
of Calgary in Canada where she received 
special training related to seizures and 
neuroimmune function under the auspices 
of professor Quentin pittman.

Qulu, who said her family was very proud of 
her achievements, intends to foster further 
international collaboration and grow in 
academia.

Mabandla said: ‘I am proud of Thabisile’s 

and Lihle’s work ethic and drive towards a 
doctoral degree in a scarce skills area. You 
can literally count the number of african 
female phD graduates in neuroscience in 
south africa on one hand. It is truly an 
achievement.’

Mabandla said he still remembered the day 
they came in as honours students trying to 
understand their research topics. ‘I would 
find Thabisile eagerly waiting outside my 
office for corrections to her proposal so 
that she could get on with her work, while 
Lihle had to quit her full-time position as 
a teacher to focus on achieving her dreams. 
That is true dedication.’

young Women 
Scientists Graduate 
with PhDs

hAZEl lANGA

entrepreneurship  is surely in the DNa 
of Dr Thea van der Westhuizen, who was 
awarded a phD in Leadership studies based 
on a thesis titled: “Developing Individual 
entrepreneurial Orientation: a systemic 
approach Through the Lens of Theory u”.

according to van der Westhuizen, her 
passion for entrepreneurship developed at 
a very young age when she traded anything 
from silkworms to homemade cookies and 
lemonade with primary school colleagues. 
These business passions furthered when she 
started two businesses in the Garden route 
after she completed her master’s degree.
after intense corporate involvement over a 
period of 10 years, including visits to more 
than 20 countries, she felt she needed a 

break from business and returned to south 
africa, choosing Durban as a place to 
develop her academic career as a Lecturer 
in the Discipline of Management and 
entrepreneurship at ukZN.
Her study involved the 
establishment of a progressive social 
entrepreneurship programme now known 
as sHape (shifting Hope activating 
entrepreneurship) which is aimed at 
instilling a culture of entrepreneurial self-
confidence among ukZN students through 
various support interventions, including 
forming business friendships between 
aspiring young entrepreneurs and existing 
entrepreneurs.
according to van der Westhuizen, she 
was inspired to tackle the systemic action 
learning and action research programme 
because she wanted to contribute to a deeper 
and more radical change in young people 
that would help to develop their Individual 
entrepreneurial Orientation and their levels 

of entrepreneurial self-confidence. she said: 
‘In doing so I was hoping to contribute to 
developments in the microsystem which 
in turn might hopefully lead to positive 
development in meso- and macrosystems, 
ultimately assisting in long term socio-
economic development in south africa.’
she says the phD journey was not easy but 
through financial support from the National 
research Foundation (NrF), the Durban 
Chamber and eThekwini Municipality she 
was able to take her research further.
Van der Westhuizen is from a family of 
academics with both parents being NrF-
rated researchers. Her parents are pleased 
with her academic achievement and they 
travelled from the North West to be at her 
graduation.
Her supervisor, professor kriben pillay, 
Dean of teaching and Learning in the 
College of Law and Management studies, 
congratulated van der Westhuizen on her 
achievement.

Entrepreneurship in the 
DNA of PhD Graduate!

Dr Thea van der Westhuizen with her parents Professors Philip (l) and Betsie (r) van der 
Westhuizen and her supervisor Professor Kriben Pillay.

lEENA rAJPAl

after completing her master’s degree 
more than 40 years ago, Dr Gill Hendry 
took on studies for a phD in statistics at 
the prompting of fellow tennis player and 
ukZN academic, professor Delia North.
North, who is Dean and Head of the school 
of Mathematics, statistics and Computer 
science at ukZN, interacted with Hendry 
at tennis events over a period spanning 
more than 10 years.
spurred on by North, Hendry eventually 
decided to embark on the final phase of her 
academic journey.
Hendry originally graduated in the 
1970s with a Bachelor of science degree 
majoring in applied Mathematics and 
Mathematical statistics from the university 
of Witwatersrand (Wits). ‘I continued with 
my Honours degree in Operations research 
and was extremely fortunate to study under 
paul Fatti, one of south africa’s foremost 
statisticians,’ said Hendry.
‘after graduating, I joined the lecturing staff 
in the Department of applied Mathematics, 
Computer science and Mathematical 
statistics at Wits and, while lecturing, 
completed my masters under paul Fatti and 
Michael sears – now a crime writer!’ said 
Hendry.
With marriage to keith Hendry and the 
arrival of two children, Neil and Liesl, 

Hendry continued teaching Mathematics 
at secondary level, and later lectured on 
data analysis for postgraduate students at 
the Durban university of technology and 
ukZN. ‘Once again, I was able to explore 
the pleasures of statistics,’ she said. ‘I 
pursued my doctoral studies only after my 
two children graduated from university.’
Hendry’s doctoral thesis was titled: “The 
Management of Missing Categorical Data: 
Comparison of Multiple Imputation and 
subset Correspondences analysis”.
In 2004, Hendry had investigated the 
relationships in a set of asthma severity 
data gathered specifically for a study on the 
effects of air pollution on the respiratory 
health of children in the south Durban 
basin.
Hendry soon realised that a challenge to 
this data set was the missingness present. 
(In statistics, missing data, or missing 
values, occur when no data value is stored 
for the variable in an observation.  Missing 
data are a common occurrence and can 
have a significant effect on the conclusions 
that can be drawn from the data.) Hendry 
decided to focus her attention on ways to 
analyse categorical data that suffers from 
missingness. two methods (Multiple 
Imputation and the subset Correspondence 
analysis) were studied and their 
methodologies and results compared.
Multiple imputation is a relatively modern 
method for handling missing data. ‘The 
practical challenge in the application of 
multiple imputation, that was previously 

undocumented, was the identification of 
interactions needed for the imputation 
model. On the one hand, the data was 
needed to identify relevant interactions; on 
the other hand, the interactions are needed 
to impute the data. This dilemma was 
explored and a possible solution presented.’
subset correspondence analysis is also a 
relatively new method. Dr Hendry stated: 
‘although applications to subsets of data 
have been published, its use on data with 
missingness was not well documented. 
apart from applying this method to the 
asthma data, I showed how interactions 
could be included in an analysis with 
subset correspondence analysis. I 
further examined the effect that different 
missingness mechanisms have on subset 
correspondence analysis.’
Hendry’s study also identified the 
relationships between asthma severity and 
various environmental, behavioral, socio-
economic and genetic factors.
Hendry plans to continue her research in 
the missing data field which she identified 
during her phD studies. ‘I hope that I can 
use my knowledge from my work so that 
others can benefit from my experience in 
this field,’ she said.
‘While there were times of frustration, the 
excitement of achieving small steps in the 
process far outweighed the negatives. I was 
extremely lucky that I had the support of my 
family and friends and it was rather special 
to be doing postgraduate studies at the same 
time as both my children,’ said Dr Hendry.

Busy Mum Finally 
Secures her PhD

Newly-capped Dr Gill hendry, who embarked on a PhD in Statistics.

Dr lihle Qulu, Dr Musa Mabandla and Dr Thabsile Mpofana.
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ukZN student, Ms Heather prince 
graduated with a Masters degree cum laude 
in astrophysics this april.  she will shortly 
be proceeding to princeton university in 
the usa to pursue a phD in astrophysics. 
Her lifelong passion for science and maths 
has resulted in her entrance into one of the 
most prestigious universities in the world.

prince matriculated at pietermaritzburg 
Girls High school in 2009 and was placed 
among the top 10 learners in a public 
school in the National senior Certificate 
examinations. she completed a Bsc degree 
at rhodes university with distinctions in 
physics and Mathematics before joining the 
astrophysics and Cosmology research unit 
at ukZN in 2013 for a Bsc Honours degree.

prince has worked diligently at her studies 
throughout her academic career and has 
received numerous awards including the 
Vincent Maphai scholarship (awarded to the 
top-ranked Masters student at ukZN based 
on Honours results), the rhodes university 
Foundation scholarship (awarded to the 
top student graduating with a Bachelor’s 
degree from rhodes university) and a 

bursary from the square kilometre array 
south africa (ska sa) organisation. 

prince credits her Masters supervisor, 
professor kavilan Moodley as being a huge 
source of support during her studies. she 
also expressed her gratitude to the ska 
sa organisation for funding her Masters 
studies. prince believes that her curious 
nature also propelled her to succeed. ‘I 
chose astrophysics because it provides me 
with the satisfaction of finding solutions to 
unique problems. I also love the fact that I 
am able to meet fascinating researchers and 
travel,’ she said. prince attended the Lindau 
Nobel Laureate meeting in 2015, where 
she became excited about the possibility of 
studying abroad.

prince leaves for princeton university 
later in the year, where she will begin 
her phD in astrophysics. Thereafter she 
plans to return to south africa to pursue 
a career in academia and research. she 
has the following advice for others who 
wish to follow her career path: ‘Choose 
an interesting topic. That will make the 
research much easier. You need to have a 
strong work ethic but please also take time 
to relax!’

PrAShINA BUDrEE 

Mechanical engineering students peter 
sinclair and shuvay singh powered 
through their Msc degrees in Mechanical 
engineering, graduating after only 
one year cum laude and summa cum 
laude respectively at the 2016 school of 
engineering graduation ceremony. 

Both completed their Masters’ research 
working on the Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) situated at CerN in switzerland.  
CerN is the european Organisation for 
Nuclear research that operates the largest 
particle physics laboratory in the world.  
The LHC is the world’s largest and most 
powerful particle collider, the largest, most 
complex experimental facility ever built, 
and the largest single machine in the world.

The duo had previously worked together on 
ukZN’s solar Car project, iklwa, which was 

the first south african entry home in the 
2014 south african solar Car Challenge, 
and which successfully competed in the 
2015 Bridgestone World solar Challenge in 
australia as the revamped Hulamin – the 
first time a south african team has entered 
this prestigious race.

For their Master’s research, sinclair and 
singh worked on designing components to 
install an upgraded version of the New small 
Wheel (NsW), a large muon detector on 
the atLas experiment at CerN (atLas is 
one of seven particle detector experiments 
being undertaken).  The principle 
difficulties lay in designing this process and 
its required components around very tight 
spaces available underground and the very 
small mechanical and thermal tolerances 
required by such sensitive equipment. 

sinclair, who was supervised by Drs Clint 
Bemont and sahal Yacoob and Ms kirsty 
Veale, was principally responsible for 

designing the assembly process, system 
and components for assembling the 
‘wedge’ sectors together, as well as certain 
components that form part of the sectors.  
singh, who was supervised by Bemont and 
Yacoob, was responsible for similar aspects 
relating to the assembly of the complete 
NsW.

Bemont was full of praise for both students 
and their excellent achievements: ‘I am very 
proud of my two atLas postgrads, lauded 
by our colleagues at CerN in switzerland, 
and making a significant engineering 
contribution towards our understanding of 
the universe and experimental validation 
of the standard Model in physics, the 
closest mankind has got to a “Theory of 
everything”,’ he said. 

‘You might wonder how they achieved this 
in one year, while also being core members 
of ukZN’s 2015 World solar Challenge 
team!’

heather Prince is 
off to Princeton!

Solar Car Stars Power Through 
Masters’ Degrees at Cern

MSc cum laude graduate Ms heather Prince is off to Princeton University to pursue her PhD 
in Astrophysics.

MSc Mechanical Engineering graduates Peter Sinclair and Shuvay Singh worked on the large hadron Collider situated at CErN, the 
European Organisation for Nuclear research in Switzerland.

SWASTI MANEy

starting a Bsc degree through the science 
access programme (a programme aimed 
to assist students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds who do not meet mainstream 
entry requirements), and ending the 
journey with a cum laude Master’s degree in 
Mathematics is definitely a license to brag 
about.   But Mr Langalihle Mazibuko is not 
the bragging type, and his unassuming, 
deprecating and humble manner makes his 
achievement all the more noteworthy.

It took sheer hard work and determination 
to reach the mathematical heights where 
Mazibuko now finds himself.   ‘My marks in 
high school for mathematics were average, 
although I always had a special interest in 
the subject,’ said Mazibuko.  He is grateful 
that he took this interest further and did not 
give up even when he failed to gain access 
into the mainstream Bsc programme all 

those years ago. 

Mazibuko was awarded a Moses kontane 
bursary and tata scholarship for his 
undergraduate studies and the school of 
Mathematics, statistics and Computer 
science bursary for his Master’s degree.

Mazibuko’s specialisation is in the field of 
differential geometry and his Master’s thesis 
examined the geometry of Cr-manifolds.  

acting Dean of research within the College 
of agriculture, engineering and science, 
professor Theresa Coetzer congratulated 
Mazibuko on being awarded his Master’s 
degree cum laude (i.e. with a mark of 75% 
or above). ‘It is especially pleasing to see 
such an achievement from a student who 
stated university through the access route,’ 
she said.  ‘Langalihle has grabbed the 
opportunity provided with both hands and 
made the most of it.’ 

Mazibuko attributed a large part of his 
success to his supervisor, professor Fortune 
Massamba. ‘Being a top researcher in 
the field of mathematics himself, he has 
been more than just a supervisor but also 
a role model to me, full of inspiration and 
encouragement over the past few years,’ he 
said.

Mazibuko is now focused on the next 
milestone – obtaining a phD degree.  
For this he has been awarded an NrF 
innovation doctoral scholarship.  He would 
like to remain in academia as he enjoys the 
challenge of being at the cutting edge of 
research and the stimulation that inquiry 
brings to his life. 

“Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t 
work hard”.  These words by sports coach 
tim Notke are what I live my life by,’ said 
Mazibuko.

Master Mathematician 
Spurred on by humble 
Beginnings

Mr langalihle Mazibuko, who originally entered UKZN through the Science Access 
programme, graduated with a BSc Mathematics degree cum laude.
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‘The reason I pursued my phD was because 
I wanted to inspire my children and 
encourage them to follow in my footsteps. 
It makes me feel fulfilled and so proud now 
knowing I have a house full of graduates!’

Those were the words of Dr rita Chikoko, 
after she graduated from ukZN with a phD 
in education, while her two daughters also 
graduated - Vimbai, with a Bachelor of Law 
degree and Nyaradzo with a postgraduate 
Diploma in public Health.

Her husband, ukZN academic. professor 
Vitallis Chikoko, said cultivating a reading 
culture within the family helped them 
obtain the goal of having an educated 
household.

‘We have developed a culture at home that 
everyone must be studying. Investing in 
my children’s education was my main goal 
as when I die I may not have a lot to leave 
behind but my desire is that I will have 
made sure that everybody in my family 
received a good education,’ he said.

Chikoko strongly believes in the importance 
of educating daughters to enable them 
to make good decisions that will have a 
positive impact on their future.

While the journey to graduation was not 
easy, he is proud of his wife and daughters.

Vimbai, who said she was proud of herself 
for attaining her degree, had some words of 

encouragement for students.

‘The Law field can be very demanding. It 
requires an individual to be very committed. 
I found myself sacrificing my social life and 
rather spending a lot of my time reading and 
working towards completing this degree.

‘I was greatly challenged by admin-Law. 
I am glad I dedicated a lot of time to the 
subject because now I have succeeded in 
getting the degree.’

she thanked her parents for encouraging 
and providing for her during her studies. ‘I 
am doing my master’s now and my parents 
are still providing for me and for that I 
would like to thank them very much. I also 
want to thank my elder sister for paving the 
way for me. I learnt a great deal from her 
experiences and taking heed of her advice.’

Nyaradzo also thanked her parents for their 
encouragement and support.

‘This is my third qualification from ukZN 
and I am so proud to have reached where 
I am today. Having completed a Bachelor’s 
degree in Community and Development 
studies and an Honours degree in 
Community Development, I have now 
added a postgraduate Diploma in public 
Health.’

‘I have always been interested in health 
issues and because I am passionate about 
helping people and seeing communities 
develop in every aspect of life including 
health, I plan to pursue a Master’s degree in 
public Health.

ChrISTINE CUéNOD

Dr Lauren Hoyer graduated with her 
phD in Geology after her Master’s degree 
research was upgraded.

Her thesis was titled: “rock Fabric of karoo 
Dolerite sills along the kwaZulu-Natal 
North Coast, south africa: Implications for 
the Magma source”.

Hoyer currently teaches structural Geology 
at ukZN, where she completed her 
undergraduate and honours studies.

she described the institution as being the 
ideal environment for her academic growth, 
thanks to its proximity to her research field 
area. Having started her master’s studies 

in 2010, her project grew to a much larger 
study than originally envisioned, allowing 
Hoyer to expand her work to a doctoral 
study with better-defined constraints.

For her phD, Hoyer investigated the origin 
of basaltic melts in the form of horizontal 
intrusions (sills) that intrude into rocks 
along the kwaZulu-Natal North Coast. By 
analysing these structures, Hoyer concluded 
that there were two distinct generations 
of sills that formed by different intrusive 
mechanisms, with the intruding magmas 
possibly originating from separate mantle-
melting geological events.

Hoyer’s fascination with earth sciences 
began in the stars, her early love of 
astronomy leading her to look for a more 

tangible science closer to home. This led 
her to Geology, which has taught her how 
the solar system formed, the dynamics of 
the planets and the constant geological 
processes occurring on earth.

a passion for academia has been instilled 
in Hoyer, who hopes to attain a full-time 
position at a south african university. 
Interaction with eager students, who she 
advises to work hard and cultivate a hunger 
for knowledge, is one of the highlights of 
working in tertiary education for Hoyer.

Hoyer credited her husband, also a 
Geologist, for his invaluable support and 
understanding in the pursuit of her phD.

 

A house Full of 
Graduates

UKZN Geologist Skips 
Straight to PhD

lauren hoyer’s family were her most enthusiastic supporters when she gained a PhD in Geology.

ThANDIWE JUMO

at the age of 19 most people are at 
the beginning of their academic 
journey, but  this is not so for Ms 

Noluthando Cibane who recently graduated 
with a Bachelor of Commerce degree.
‘The last three years I’ve spent in 

pietermaritzburg have been the most 
amazing years of my life. ukZN hasn’t just 
taught me theory and academic stuff only, 
but it has also taught me about life and 
made me a better person than I was three 
years ago,’ she said.
Cibane enrolled into grade 1 at the age of 
five after her mom, who was taking care of 
her during the day, got employment as a 
domestic worker.

‘My mom wanted me to start Grade 1 right 
away but at that time you had to be seven 
years old to be admitted into that grade. 
The teachers suggested that I come back the 
following year but my mom convinced them 
to give me a chance.  after I was enrolled I 
showed them why my mother had so much 
faith in me - I used to get the highest marks 
in class,’ she said.
Cibane excelled throughout her school 
days, matriculating from umlazi Comtech 
and choosing ukZN to pursue a career in 
commerce. While her career aspirations 
were firmly on becoming a chartered 
accountant she is now doing an honours 
degree in finance.

‘students who complete an honours in 
finance go on to be CeO’s, investment 
bankers and other key financial positions in 
business. I am leaning towards investment 
careers such as a merchant banker or a 
portfolio manager and this qualification 
will better enable and equip me to perform 
above average in the working environment. 
even though I currently don’t have any 
funding to finance my postgrad studies, I 
know God will make a plan for me,’ she said.

 
Ms Noluthando Cibane enjoying her special 
moment.

Sky is the 
limit for 
Teenage 
Graduate

Professor Vitallis Chikoko (Father), Dr rita Chikoko (Mother) and their daughters Vimbai 
and Nyaradzo.
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Bachelor of arts student Mr Michael 
Nyawose was overjoyed after being 
capped at the College of Humanities 

graduation ceremony, saying he saw his 
degree as an instrument to break a cycle of 
poverty that has dogged his life.
‘I am thrilled to be graduating. I thank God 
and my ancestors for constantly protecting 
me. Thanks also to Dr Makhosazane Nkosi 
for her support,’ said Nyawose.

‘This degree is everything to me. I come 
from a very poor background and I worked 
hard for this. I want to make something 
of myself and education is the key to that 
success,’ he said. 

Orphaned at a young age, Nyawose grew up 
in umlazi with his two sisters. ‘We relied on 
income from rooms we rented out but it was 
not enough. If we ran out of margarine or 
other food items we couldn’t buy any more 
because we didn’t have the cash.

‘I decided I didn’t want to live below the 
breadline anymore so I worked hard at 
school and matriculated with an exemption,’ 
said Nyawose.

He was accepted into ukZN but was unable 

to secure funding until through help from 
a relative, he paid his registration fees, 
later receiving financial support from the 
Duduzile Zuma Foundation trust. 

‘I found it difficult to adjust to the university 
environment but soon learned how to adapt 
academically and socially. It was challenging 
at times but I managed to get through. Being 
at ukZN opened my mind to so many 
possibilities and opportunities. I became 
more knowledgeable and disciplined and I 
joined various student organisations where 
I learned a lot about social issues and the 
global world,’ he said. 

to earn money, Nyawose became a mentor 
to high school learners in rural areas. 
‘education is key to making a difference in 
the world; it starts with a small gesture.’ 

He advised other students to never give up. 
‘When times are tough, remember that you 
can do it.’

Nyawose is currently a contract staff 
member at the Howard College student 
residences and is studying towards a post-
graduate finance degree with the aim of 
becoming either a stockbroker or an asset 
manager. ‘at the moment, I don’t have 
funding to pay for my postgraduate studies. 
I had three jobs in December and January 
just to pay the registration fees,’ he said.

MElISSA MUNGrOO 

‘I worked hard to get my degrees because I 
want to be known for something more than 
a person with a disability,’ said Ms Jayshree 
Viranna who received a Ba honours degree 
from ukZN.

Viranna, who has cerebral palsy - a 
condition that affects muscle tone, 
movement, and motor skills leading to a 
physical disability,  hopes her achievement 
will be an inspiration to other disabled 
people to achieve their goals. 

‘They should never let their disability 
discourage them. although things might 
be difficult at times there is always a way 
forward. Never be afraid to ask for help. 
and believe in yourself, we all can make a 
difference,’ she said. 

Viranna, who uses a scooter to get around 
campus, says more venues at ukZN should 
be disability friendly. 

she chose to investigate the impact 
pop superstar rihanna has had on the 
entertainment industry and how her 
influence has affected pop culture in the 
past decade. 

‘My research focused on rihanna’s impact 
on music and fashion. How she used social 
media to form a relationship with her fans 
and how they use social media as a tool for 
communication. My project shows how she 
has turned herself into a worldwide brand,’ 
said Viranna. 

she believes her research is beneficial for 
the entertainment industry to show the 
importance a woman can have. ‘This can 
also encourage young girls to follow their 
own passion despite what society might 
think.’ 

Viranna received a disability bursary which 
covered her residence and study fees as well 
as providing a monthly allowance. ‘Living at 
the residence wasn’t always easy but I had a 
great support system of friends that made 
my ukZN experience amazing. I would like 
to thank my family for all their support and 
the Howard College Disability unit and my 
lecturers.’

Viranna is currently completing her master’s 
degree in media and cultural studies. 

seven disabled students also graduated 
from the College of Humanities. They were 
priscilla khuzwayo, siboniso Mabuza, 
Mondli Mchunu, Mfundo Ngobese, phoswa 
and Lance ross.

BA graduate overcome 
with joy at graduation

Top Achieving Trio

Student overcomes disability to 
graduate with honours degree

Dr Makho Nkosi with her grandson Michael 
Nyawose.

SAlly FrOST

Girl power dominated ukZN’s class of 2015 
Bachelor of science graduates in the Life 
and earth sciences (Les) stream.  Misses 
kajal reedoy, shinese ashokcoomar and 
Jananee padaychee were a top-achieving 
trio who all received their Bsc degrees 
majoring in Genetics and Microbiology 
summa cum laude.

‘It feels surreal to graduate summa cum 
laude,’ said Miss ashokcoomar.   ‘I still can’t 
believe that I have achieved this. I’m glad to 
see that all my hard work has paid off – it’s 
truly an elated feeling!’  Miss reedoy agreed.  
‘seeing the words, “Degree Completed - 
Summa Cum Laude” after my third year 
final exams brought about an indescribable 
feeling of exhilaration, relief and gratitude,’ 
she said.

For ashokcoomar, the most interesting part 
of her degree was the practicals, which she 
said greatly assisted with her understanding 
of theory. ‘The pracs intrigued me and it 
made studying theory worthwhile. It was 
nice to see how what I learnt could be 
applied practically and in the real world,’ 
she said.

reedoy believes that studying Microbiology 
and Genetics has broadened her perspectives 
as a young scientist. ‘Merely learning about 
the ways in which such minute organisms 
impact the human population globally has 
kept me captivated, intrigued and wanting 
to know more,’ she said. 

For padayachee learning about techniques 
such as rNa interference and genome 
editing, that could be used to help cure 
diseases and disorders, was what she 
enjoyed most about her undergraduate 
studies.

Whist ashokcoomar and reedoy are 
currently continuing with their Honours 
degrees in Medical Microbiology, with 
plans for further postgraduate studies, 
padayachee would like to take a break and 
travel.  In the long term she would love to be 
able to use her knowledge to help people, by 
studying genetic disorders or by developing 
medicines to treat these disorders.

all three star students have advice for 
others who want to follow in their footsteps 
and do well.  ‘set reasonable short-term 
goals for yourself and make sure you do 
whatever is required for you to achieve 
them,’ said ashokcoomar. ‘Whatever you 
do, don’t procrastinate because the work 
will just pile up and you’ll end up more 
stressed than you were originally. Manage 
your time efficiently and make sacrifices if 
necessary because they will eventually pay 
off.  surround yourself with people who 
help you grow and push you to achieve your 
full potential.’ 

‘stay organised and plan ahead,’ agreed 
padayachee. ‘Finish assignments and 
reports in advance, so that you don’t get 
stressed by the due date, and have enough 
time to study for tests.’

‘The key to getting anywhere in life is to love 
and enjoy what you do,’ advised reedoy. 
‘as a young scientist, be passionate, ask 
questions, but most importantly, take the 
time to understand everything around you. 
Never stop challenging yourself; you will be 
surprised at what you are capable of.’

The three top achievers thanked their 
parents, family and close friends for the 
major role they played in helping them 
graduate with flying colours.  They also 
thanked ukZN and their lecturers in the 
school of Life sciences for the part they 
played in contributing to their success.

The top-achieving trio, BSc summa cum laude graduates (from left) Ms Kajal reedoy, Ms Shinese Ashokcoomar and Ms Jananee Padaychee.

Ms Jayshree Viranna.
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 “Combined Impulse Control and Optimal 
stopping in Insurance and Interest rate 
Theory”, was the title of Dr sivuyile 
Mgobhozi’s phD thesis.
Mgobhozi was introduced to the 
mathematics of Finance by Dr sure 
Mataramvura of the school of actuarial 
science at uCt.
His Master’s degree in Financial 
Mathematics was supervised by 
Mataramvura. They worked on the 
completion of an incomplete market and 
pricing under incomplete markets.
Mgobhozi was later introduced to Dr 
eriyoti Chikodza of the Department of 
Mathematics and Computer science at the 
Great Zimbabwe university by ukZN’s 
professor simon Mukwembi.   The two 
supervised him for his phD thesis.
said Mukwembi: ‘Just like any other 
school or department, getting a financial 
mathematician has always been a problem 
for us so we created the technique of 

developing our own. It was so difficult 
for us to secure a supervisor for sivuyile. 
Fortunately, Dr Chikodza of Great 
Zimbabwe university kindly agreed to 
supervise him.’
‘sivuyile has made us proud by his hard 
work, great focus and maturity,’ said 
Mukwembi. ‘I am sure that he will in turn 
give us more and more phD graduates in 
the area of financial mathematics.’
Mukwembi said that owing to the 
uncertainty involved in real financial 
problems, this area of study was very 
difficult with new results being hard to find. 
‘sivuyile managed to make a breakthrough 
in optimising portfolios for an insurance 
company which pays dividends to its 
shareholders,’ he said. ‘This is a practical 
problem whose solution adds value to our 
contemporary world. I salute sivuyile for 
his achievements. Well done.’
Mgobhozi was employed as a Developmental 
Lecturer in the school of Mathematics, 
statistics and Computer science at ukZN 
in 2012. His areas of research focused on 
financial mathematics, stochastic processes, 
levy processes, uncertainty theory, 

uncertain stochastic processes and optimal 
control of insurance reserves.
He submitted four research papers for 
publication in international journals for his 
phD thesis. The papers have been presented 
at south african Mathematics society 
conferences in Johannesburg and Harare, 
and at the Quantitative Methods in Finance 
Conference in australia.
Mgobhozi said the aim of his research papers 
was to find an optimal way of distributing 
dividends to shareholders while keeping the 
banking industry solvent. He came up with 
a solution of using optimal control theory 
under uncertain random indeterminacy.
He is currently working on acquiring an 
actuarial Fellowship Qualification, to 
bring back actuarial science to his beloved 
school of Mathematics, statistics and 
Computer science.   His ambition is to get 
ukZN accredited by the actuarial society 
of south africa.
Mgobhozi dedicated his work to his mother, 
Nomusa, daughter, avuyile, and family and 
friends. He also expressed his gratitude to 
the National research Foundation for the 
Thuthuka Grant he received in 2015.

Developmental 
lecturer Graduates 
with PhD in Financial 
Mathematics

UKZN Developmental lecturer, Dr Sivuyile Mgobhozi graduated with a PhD in Financial 
Mathematics.

hAZEl lANGA

For the first time in the history of 
the College of Law and Management 
studies, a remarkable 43 doctoral 

degrees were conferred upon staff and 
students during the 2016 Graduation 
period. This was a resounding success if one 
considers that 19 and 23 doctoral degrees 
were awarded in 2014 and 2015 respectively.

The College has been working tirelessly 
to transform itself in terms of research 
productivity. Many interventions have been 
put in place by the College management 
including the monitoring of the phD 
project on a monthly basis.

amongst the phD graduates were three 
College academics from its pietermaritzburg 
campus who were awarded doctoral degrees 
on Monday, 18 april.

Dr evelyn Derera’s thesis titled: 
“Women’s economic empowerment and 
entrepreneurship in agriculture: a case of 
Mashonaland West province in Zimbabwe” 
earned her a phD in entrepreneurship. she 

worked under the supervision of ukZN 
academics Dr Maxwell phiri and professor 
roger O’Neill, both from the school of 
Management, Information technology and 
Governance.

Dr Ntabeni Jere, College academic 
Development Co-ordinator, graduated 
with a phD in Information systems and 
technology. His study, supervised by 
professor Manoj Maharaj, examined “The 
role of Information and Communications 
technology in improving food security in 
kwaZulu-Natal”.

“service quality, student satisfaction and 
brand equity: a case of select south african 
universities” was the title of Dr sanjay soni’s 
thesis which was supervised by professor 
krish Govender. soni is a Lecturer in 
the school of Management, Information 
technology and Governance.

The Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of 
the College, professor John C Mubangizi 
is pleased with the results. He commended 
the College Dean of research, professor 
Marita Carnelley, for her leadership in this 
area of research.

MElISSA MUNGrOO

It was smiles and excitement all round as 
a mother and her two daughters received 
master’s degrees from ukZN.

Mrs Dorah Mutula graduated with her 
Master’s in adult education, while her 
daughter Barbara earned a Master’s in 
educational psychology and katie a 
Master’s in economics degree. 

‘I am so proud to be graduating with 
Barbara and katie,’ said Mutula. ‘There is no 
age when it comes to learning. My daughters 
gave me encouragement, especially Barbara 
- she was my tutor, edited my work and just 
made things easy when it got hard. 

‘she helped me find necessary articles and 
this was really a blessing. katie prayed with 
me and for me which kept my faith and all 
these things helped me enormously in my 
studies.’ 

Barbara, a research intern at ukZN’s 
teaching and Learning Office, believes 
a good support system is important 
throughout the research process. ‘My family 
and friends were very supportive. We were 
going through the same experience and we 
would feed off of each other for motivation. 

Just having them around enabled me to 
push forward and complete my degree.’

Barbara’s fiancé, Mr Martin kabange, also 
graduated with a Master’s in economics 
degree. 

said Mutula: ‘My research topic is a case 
study of the endleleni adult education 
centre and how it relates to the community 
in Madadeni, kwaZulu-Natal. The purpose 
of this study was to establish the factors 
that contribute to the effective and efficient 
functioning of adult education centres in 
relation to community and institutional 
relations.’

Her findings show that there are networks 
at the municipal library in Madadeni 
which learners can use as a resource. ‘adult 
education impacts the lives of the learners 
positively in many ways. Civic participation 
at the centre is evident through sports. 
a learner who participated in the study, 
a mother of two, learned to monitor the 
development of her children and also the 
proper diet for the family.’

Barbara’s study focused on evaluating the 
overall effectiveness of cognitive-based 
instruction for adult learning in Higher 
education Institutions. she conducted 
a systematic review of the literature of 

31 studies from africa, asia, america, 
australia and europe that presented models 
of cognitive-based instruction applied for 
adult learning across various disciplines. 

One of the key findings was the importance 
of learner - instructor interactions in the 
learning process. ‘My research will definitely 
contribute to instructional design, and how 
effective cognitive-based instruction can get 
when a combination of cognitive tools and 
methods are used with learners within an 
appropriate learning environment eliciting 
the necessary cognitive thinking processes,’ 
said Barbara. 

all three, who plan to complete their phDs 
in the future, thanked family, friends and 
supervisors for their support. 

said Mutula: ‘We prayed together as a 
family. My husband, professor stephen 
Mutula who is Dean of ukZN’s school 
of social sciences, and my daughters - 
Barbara, katie and Melody - were there for 
me throughout the journey’

Barbara added: ‘Congratulations to my 
family! We finally made it! supporting and 
encouraging each other as a family through 
our ups and downs has paid off remarkably 
and now we have all graduated with master’s 
degrees.’

Mom 
and two 
daughters 
graduate 
together

College PhD Project 
Bears Fruit

College academics earn PhDs: from left, Dr Ntabeni Jere, Dr Evelyn Derera and Dr Sanjay 
Soni.

Master’s graduates all! - Mrs Dorah Mutula with her daughters, Barbara (left) and Katie.



14
GRADUATION SPECIAL 2016

hAZEl lANGA

there was a joyous family celebration 
when phDs were conferred upon 
a husband and wife team Isaac and 

ethel abe.
Isaac’s study titled: “The Linkage between 
Individual Interpersonal relationships 
and Work performance in the south 
african retail sector” earned him a phD in 
Leadership studies.
His work  examined interpersonal 
relationships in terms of interpersonal 
conflict and social support, and their 
influence on employee work performance, 
contributing to the body of knowledge by 
questioning such relationships in the south 
african retail sector.
Issac made recommendations to improve 
interpersonal relationships through social 
support and reduced interpersonal conflict.
ethel’s study titled: “The Connection 

Between Work-Life balance (WLB) and 
sense of Coherence (sOC) at a Municipality 
in the south african public sector”, 
examined the achievement of WLB vis-à-vis 
sOC, work-life balance strategies, work and 
family stressors. It found that professional 
level employees at the municipality had 
strong sOC, but did not achieve WLB. It 
also revealed that employees were exposed 
to many work stressors among many 
findings. The study also earned her a phD 
in Management.
The couple said: ‘a phD is easier for couples 
who understand that a marital relationship 
is not a competition. The achievement of one 
should encourage the other to work harder, 
not to compete with the other.   actually, 
we believe that it takes being a researcher 
to understand what another researcher is 
going through. so being in the same boat 
should boost understanding and support 
when the challenges of research become too 
daunting for anyone in the relationship. It’s 
tough but if we did it, others could do better 
if they tried.’

They agreed that love, understanding and 
support were vital to their success.
even though they had each other’s support 
during their phD journey, they experienced 
serious challenges, including delays in the 
renewal of their work permits which left 
them without an income for 14 months and 
a robbery at their home. ‘as a couple, we 
had never experienced such things but by 
God’s grace, our love for one another and 
the support of people in our lives helped us 
overcome the challenges.’
They are both grateful to their families and 
supervisors for the support throughout 
their journey. Financial support from their 
supervisors, professor roger Mason and 
Dr Ziska Fields enabled them to attend the 
2015 conference of the  southern african 
Institute for Management scientists in Cape 
town as well as the 21st Century academic 
Forum at Harvard in 2016.
The couple is currently considering whether 
to start a consultancy or post-doctoral 
fellowship.

PhDs for husband and Wife

PhDs for husband and wife team Drs Ethel and Isaac Abel.

ThANDIWE JUMO 

ukZN’s  Director  for Community Justice 
and Development (the former  Centre for 
Criminal Justice), Dr Winnie Martins, 
produced  a master’s thesis of such high 
quality it was upgraded to doctoral status.
Martins study titled: “access to Justice: The 
role of Community-Based paralegals in 
Community restorative Justice in rural 
kwaZulu-Natal”, is socio-legal research 
amassed from Martin’s wealth of experience 
in the field of human rights and community 
engagement which she has been involved in 
for two decades.
‘Little is known about the work of 
community-based paralegals (CBps) as 
their work has received scant attention 
within the literature and insufficient 
research exists on access to justice work 
carried out by paralegals. My motivation 
to  pursue this qualification  was to bring 
CBps’ experiences into the open through 
knowledge production and dissemination 
of their work in academic literature. 
paralegals are doing amazing work in the 
rural communities,’ said Martins.
This passion motivated Martins to explore 

merging law and public administration 
and her supervisor Dr Fayth ruffin of 
the school of Management, Information 
technology was willing to help her on that 
multidisciplinary journey.
Martins met ruffin when she volunteered 
at the Centre in 2012 - a chance meeting 
resulting in the idea of Martins doing her 
Master’s in public administration instead 
of Law. Martins thesis made a significant 
contribution in the cultivating sparse body 
of literature on informal justice systems 
administered by CBps that do in fact work 
and yield positive results.
‘a scholar who served as a thesis examiner 
mentioned that the epistemological basis of 
the study was set out very comprehensively 
and persuasively especially the theory of 
restorative justice, which gives the content 
of the study. The theme of the study cuts 
across different academic disciplines,’ said 
Martins.
‘The fact that my thesis cuts across different 
academic disciplines and helps advance 
theory means that findings from my study 
are useful for theory-building. I managed 
to stay passionate about my topic as I saw 
through literature searches that there are 
so many gaps that need to be attended to 
and CCJD offers a real-life laboratory to 

generate knowledge and empower CBps so 
they can empower rural communities even 
more – especially vulnerable populations 
like women and children,’ she added.
speaking on the benefits of this learning 
curve for her career, Martins said being 
awarded her doctorate had already opened 
up new opportunities for her and the 
Centre.
‘I am being constantly consulted and 
Community Justice and Development 
(CCJD), the organisation I direct, is being 
consulted to further the work of CBps 
beyond the 15 community advice offices 
that CCJD oversees in kZN.  We have been 
contacted by justice delivery organisations 
in different south african provinces and 
I have recently been invited to London to 
be part of a research meeting and provide 
input on areas of research regarding CBps 
work,’ she said.
‘This is important because CCJD is an 
NGO, we survive on donor-funding and 
philanthropy. I expect this qualification 
will continue to raise the profile of CCJD 
and be an instrument of CCJD attracting 
the funding that is used to pay the various 
CBps in the rural areas where they deliver 
legal services for those otherwise unable to 
gain access to justice.’

PrAShINA BUDrEE

ukZN Lecturer Dr Mayshree Bejaichand 
is ukZN’s first woman to graduate with a 
phD in Land surveying and Mapping. 
Bejaichand thanked ukZN, the National 
research Foundation and her various 
collaborators.  ‘I was fortunate to have been 
mentored by many kind and successful 
people throughout my career. My father 
was always hard working and believed 
that education and financial independence 
were very important in a woman’s life,’ said 
Bejaichand. 
‘a major part of my professional career was 
developed at the Council for Geoscience in 
pretoria. My mentors guided me in the art 
of a successful project. I collaborated with 
many successful scientists who emphasised 
the need for quality in outputs and integrity 
in research.’ 
supervised by Dr Molemwa akombelwa, 
Bejaichand’s research focused on seismic 
sources, seismotectonics and earthquake 
recurrence for kwaZulu-Natal coastal 
regions. 
she developed a seismotectonic model for 
seismic hazard and risk assessments. The 
model, produced from an investigation 
of the earthquake record, the geological 
and geophysical environments and the 
structural regime, has increased resolution 
from previous studies and provides an 
important starting point for future higher 
resolution studies of seismic hazard and 

risk for critical structures such as bridges, 
dams and power plants. 
Bejaichand paid tribute to the support she 
received from her mother who died last 
year, and also other family members and 
friends. 
Bejaichand is keen to pursue her research 
further. ‘I want to increase the resolution 
of the seismotectonic model with an 
increased amount of geological, geodetic 
and geophysical field surveys. I would also 
like to create an automated process for the 
modelling itself. This work needs to be done 
in collaboration with stakeholders such as 
disaster management centres, engineers 
and municipalities in order to facilitate 
trans-disciplinary research and serve the 
needs of the community,’ said Bejaichand. 
Discussing her history-making achievement 
she said: ‘I have never considered that being 
a woman was a limitation. I believe that 
men and women have similar capabilities 
in the workplace. When we collaborate or 
interact on a research level one only looks at 
the capabilities and skills of the individual 
and not the gender.’ 
Bejaichand said while women were certainly 
under-represented in senior posts in the 
field, their numbers were growing.   ‘I still 
believe that in general women have more 
responsibilities, especially having to juggle 
family life and their career. at the same time 
attitudes are changing in terms of home 
responsibilities being shared and this is 
having a positive impact in the workplace.’

Community Empowerment at the 
heart of Socio-legal research

Dr Winnie Martins celebrating with family.

right: UKZN lecturer Dr Mayshree 
Bejaichand is the first female to be awarded 
a PhD in land Surveying.

UKZN’s 
First 
Woman 
land 
Surveying 
PhD
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The  educational Leadership, Management 
and policy (eLMp)  Discipline has set 
a record by producing 36 postgraduate 
students - eight phDs and 28 Meds - this 
year.
In 2015, eLMp graduated 28 postgrads - 
three phDs and 25 Meds from edgewood 
campus.
eLMp is a Discipline within the school of 
education in the College of Humanities.
among the students who graduated this 
year, seven did Med by Full Dissertation, of 
which one student, Mr Vikani Msimanga, 
passed summa cum laude.
Cluster Leader, Dr Thamsanqa Thulani 
Bhengu, speaking on behalf of the eLMp, 
hailed this outstanding achievement as an 
evidence of collaborative leadership and 
management in action. He highlighted 
that eLMp staff were characterised by 
commitment, teamwork and willingness 

to go the extra mile to empower students 
to be good researchers. professor Vitallis 
Chikoko also expressed this as the outcome 
of ‘leadership that works’.
Bhengu added: ‘eLMp is one of three 
Disciplines within my Cluster. I must say 
that eLMp is keeping the flag of the Cluster 
(adult education Development, Leadership 
and Management) flying very high. I am 
very proud of them and the commitment 
members of this Discipline have displayed 
over the years.’
ukZN eLMp Discipline staff members who 
contributed to the outstanding achievement 
are: Dr Thamsanqa Thulani Bhengu, Dr 
siphiwe eric Mthiyane, Dr Inbanathan 
Naicker, professor Vitallis Chikoko, Dr 
phumlani Myende, Mr sibusiso Bayeni, Mr 
Bongani Mkhize, Mr sibonelo Blose and 
Ms pinkie Mthembu.
One of the phD graduates was eLMp staff 
member Mr sibusiso Douglas Bayeni whose 
research was  a qualitative case study of 
principals’ understandings and mediation 

of policy. This study was triggered by an 
often asked question: Why is there a divide 
between policy on paper and policy in 
practice at the implementation arenas?
The findings of the study suggest that 
principals’ understandings of policy were 
not congruent with principals’ dealing 
and implementation of policy. such a 
lack of congruence was influenced by 
the diagnostic and prognostic framings 
that policy implementers use to view and 
conceive the policy messages. The study 
notes that policy understandings do not 
necessarily mandate policy practice.
‘policy formulation and policy 
implementation dualism needs to be re-
examined using the frames of inclusionality 
and relationality. In inclusionality and 
relationality framing, policy formulators 
and policy implementers are both 
conceived as active policy agents in their 
own right within their own circumscribed 
landscapes they inhabit, thus, their voices 
are more privileged than others in the 
policy discourse,’ said Bayeni.

MElISSA MUNGrOO

Father and daughter, Dr Visham Budaloo 
and Ms Vandena Budaloo, earned their 
degrees from ukZN. Visham graduated 
with a phD in Mathematics education and 
Vandena with her MBChB degree.
‘I am proud my daughter has once again 
attained success,’ said Visham. ‘Her success 
has always been paramount to me. I was 
hoping to graduate with her, when I enrolled 
for my degree in 2012.  I am grateful to the 
Lord for his blessings in allowing us both to 
attain our dreams,’ he said.
speaking about the support they gave each 
other during their studies, Visham said, 
‘Vandena was a high academic achiever 
in primary and high school. When she 
matriculated as the Dux of Crawford 
College North Coast, and embarked on her 
medical degree, it inspired me to pursue my 
doctoral studies.
‘emotionally we found strength in each 
other, knowing that both of us would 
encounter similar challenges. Whilst the 
content matter differed significantly, we 
were able to concur on issues relating to 
research methodology. as a family, we spent 
quality time encouraging each other when 
the journey was rough,’ he said.
as a Mathematics educator, with a 
considerable amount of experience in 
both public and private schooling, Visham 
observed that the majority of learners had 
a phobia for Mathematics. This, he felt, 
stemmed from the results of the National 
senior Certificate examinations and 
internationally recognised benchmarking 

tests that indicated dismal results in 
Mathematics in south africa.
Being passionate about the subject, Visham 
felt morally obligated to change the image 
of Mathematics. He was determined to 
find ways that would possibly enhance this 
image and improve the results.
‘Over the decades there has been constant 
debate about the nature of Mathematics 
and how it is taught. Whilst many 
mathematicians advocated the use of 
symbolic and linearly based arguments, 
others promoted a visual approach to the 
teaching of Mathematics. Visualisation was 
emerging as a powerful tool in teaching and 
its effects could not be ignored. I decided to 
examine the praxis of successful athematics 
teachers with a view to establishing how 
they used visual reasoning,’ he said.
The results of his study showed that visual 
reasoning was at the intersection of three 
theories: attribution Theory, situated 
Cognition Theory and the Theory of 
Multiple Intelligences. The study found that 
teachers who used these theories attained 
more success by incorporating them into 
visual reasoning.
Thanking his family, he said, ‘My wife 
assisted me tremendously in taking care 
of the demands of the family. This allowed 
me the opportunity to continue with my 
research. I thank them for inspiring me and 
being the source of my strength during my 
studies.’
Visham thanked his supervisor Dr 
V Mudaly for his expertise, constant 
motivation and encouragement. He also 
acknowledged professor sookrajh for her 
expert guidance, constant support and 
belief in him as a student.

SWASTI MANEy

r     e-entering the world of academia 
after 22 years comes with all 
sorts of hurdles.  Mr George 

Ilangila, however, is used to obstacles and 
impediments. From exiled army General, 
to street seller, to university graduate, 
Ilangila has seen it all.  

Ilangila has come a long way indeed. upon 
completion of his first degree in 1988 in the 
Democratic republic of Congo (DrC), he 
entered the army and served as an army 
General in his home country before being 
forced to flee to south africa as a refugee 
during the time of conflict.  
Before the commencement of his studies at 
ukZN, Ilangila worked as a security officer 

for enforce security services in Durban. 
He then became a street vendor in Durban, 
selling sweets and chips.  Determination 
and strong will, however, ensured that he 
made numerous enquiries about funding 
opportunities that would enable him to 
resume his studies at ukZN.
Ilangila registered for a Bachelor of 
science in Human Nutrition at ukZN’s 
pietermaritzburg campus despite initially 
being unable to secure any source of 
funding.  ultimately, through a Gift of the 
Givers bursary he was able to undertake and 
successfully complete his degree.  Ilangila 
believes that it was his perseverance and 
strong faith that brought Gift of the Givers 
to his rescue. 
readapting to study schedules and to 
new study methods and technologies, 
compounded by the language barrier 
(Ilangila’s previous studies had been in 
French), Ilangila found the first year of 

study to be frankly torturous.   With the 
assistance and encouragement of the staff 
within the Discipline of Dietetics and 
Human Nutrition, however, and with 
the support of Mr aslam safla from the 
school of Mathematics, statistics and 
Computer science, he managed to regain 
his confidence academically. 
Ilangila also drew his solace, strength and 
inspiration from members of the Carbis 
road Jamat khana.  
Ilangila is currently registered for a 
postgraduate Diploma in Community 
Nutrition.  ‘My undergraduate degree is 
not the end of the road,’ he said.  ‘I aspire 
to complete a phD one day and perhaps 
remain in academia.’
One thing is for sure – nothing seems 
“impossible” for Mr George Ilangila.  The 
word simply does not exist in his vocabulary.

Educational leadership, Management 
and Policy Discipline Boasts record 
Number of Graduates

Father and Daughter Celebrate 
Graduation Together

An Exiled Army General, a 
Street Seller and a Graduate

Thirty-six graduates from UKZN’s Educational leadership, Management and Policy Discipline and their supervisors.

DrC refugee Mr George Ilangila earned a BSc degree in human Nutrition, after 
successfully walking the long road from exiled Army General to street seller to graduate.

Father and daughter Visham and Vandena Budaloo.
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