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LEADING SOUTH AFRICANS HONOURED AT GRADUATION CEREMONIES
T
he University of KwaZuluNatal awarded 8 832 degrees
at both undergraduate and
postgraduate levels at graduation
ceremonies held between Monday
16 April and Tuesday 24 April.

An impressive 5439 (62
percent) of the graduates were
women while 520 were international students. A total of 153
doctoral degrees were conferred.
Women comprised 58 percent
of the 371 graduates awarded
their degrees cum laude or summa
cum laude. The degrees were
conferred at 20 ceremonies held
on the Pietermaritzburg and
Westville campuses. Seventytwo graduands with disabilities
received their degrees.
About 1492 degrees were
conferred in the College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science;
776 in the College of Health
Sciences; 4578 in the College
of Humanities and 1986 in the
College of Law and Management
Studies.
In addition, the University
conferred honorary degrees on
six leading South Africans for
their outstanding contributions in
the scientific, arts, human rights,
social sciences, political and
academic fields. They were also
recognised for their innovation,
resilience, altruism and intellect
which have changed the lives
of people in South Africa and
globally.
Honorary degrees were conferred on Yvonne Chaka Chaka
Mhinga, the late Lawrence
Anthony, Virginia Gcabashe,
Hugh Chittenden, Mahmood
Mamdani and Zuleikha Mayat.
Anthony, a highly respected
international
conservationist,
was honoured posthumously
with a Doctor of Science degree.
His son, Mr Dylan Anthony,
accepted the award and delivered
an address at the ceremony at the
Westville campus on Tuesday 17
April.
Eminent guest speakers included Public Protector, Advocate Thulisile Madonsela and

Family members, friends and guests await the arrival of the procession.

The School of Engineering’s academic procession enters the Graduation
Hall.

College of Health Science’s graduates look on as colleagues are capped.

Professor Jane Meyerowitz, Dr Paradise Madlala, Ms Takshita Sookan
and Professor Renuka Vithal preparing for graduation.
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leading researcher and academic
Professor Tinyiko Maluleke.
Two
leading
academics
received the University’s Distinguished Teachers’ Award for
teaching excellence. The awards
were given to Professor Bice
Martincigh and Dr Nyna Amin
in recognition of their innovative
and outstanding teaching commitment.
Amin in the College of
Humanities was recognised

for her innovations in the
design and development of
curricula in educational and
research modules and also for
her outstanding contribution to
research supervision. She is widely
recognised as an exceptional University teacher and pioneer in
concepts in the critical areas of
education.
Martincigh, an Associate
Professor in the College of
Agriculture, Engineering and
Science, was recognised for
her exceptional ability to tailor
and differentiate her teaching
to meet the different levels of
study of her undergraduate and
postgraduate students. She draws
on her experiences of a variety of
approaches and methodologies to
achieve an interactive pedagogy
which includes collaborative intergroup peer work and providing
online feedback to students.
University Fellowships were
awarded to three highly respected
academics in the College
of Agriculture, Science and
Engineering. Professor Sreekanth
Jonnalagadda, Professor Peter
Dankelmann and Professor
Gerald
Ortmann
received
the Fellowship award for their
extraordinary and meritorious
contributions in their respective
disciplines.

2012 UKZN FELLOWS
Two UKZN Professors were made Fellows of the University of KwaZulu-Natal at the
College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science’s M Stream graduation ceremony on
the Westville campus.

T

he distinguished recipients
were Professor Sreekantha B
Jonnalagadda (Chemistry),
and Professor Peter A Dankelmann
(Mathematics). The Fellowship
awards were conferred by UKZN’s
Dean of Research, Professor Nelson
Ijumba.

Born and educated in
Germany where he attained his
PhD, Professor Dankelmann
joined the former University of
Natal (UN) in 1993 as a postdoctoral researcher.
In 2007 Dankelmann was
elected as a member of the
prestigious Academy of Science
of South Africa. The academy
advises the South African
Government, and membership is
by election only.
He has a B2 rating from the
National Research Foundation,
having being rated by the
organisation since 1996.
In 2005 UKZN nominated
Dankelmann for the national
NSTF Science and Technology
Award in Category B, which is
for the Best Contribution of an
Individual over Five Years.
UKZN Dean of Research,
Professor
Ijumba
said
Dankelmann received the award
of Fellow of the University of
KwaZulu-Natal in recognition of
his extraordinary contributions
to science and research.
Jonnalagadda began his
career as a Professor of Chemistry
at the former University of
Durban-Westville (UDW) in
1995 and was promoted to
Senior Professor in 2003. In
January 2010, he was appointed
Head of the School of Chemistry
at UKZN, continuing in this
position until December 2011.
Jonnalagadda’s
research
interests include elucidation of
reaction mechanisms, homogeneous and heterogeneous
catalysis, computer modelling and
simulations, and environmental
analytical chemistry. He has
supervised a number of PhD and
Masters Students.
Jonnalagadda
has
coauthored over 150 articles in
refereed journals, the latest
being in Industrial & Engineering
Chemistry Research and titled:
“Ozone
initiated
Ni/metal
oxide catalyzed conversion
of
1,2-dichlorobenzene
to
muchochloric
acid
in
aqueous solutions”. He is on
the editorial board of the
International Journal of Biochem.
& Physics, and the International
Journal of Chemistry. As a referee
he regularly reviews articles for a
number of reputed journals in his
research field.
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Senior Professor in Agricultural Economics, Professor
Gerald F Ortmann, was honoured at the College of
Agriculture, Engineering and Science’s Pietermaritzburg
graduation ceremony held on Monday 23 April, where
he received the prestigious Fellowship of the University
of KwaZulu-Natal award.

Professor Peter Dankelmann.

Professor Gerald Ortmann.

T

his award, bestowed by
the University Council,
recognises distinguished
academic achievement from a
UKZN staff member, whereby
the academic and scholarly work
produced is of such high quality as
to merit special recognition.

Professor Sreekantha B Jonnalagadda being awarded a UKZN
Fellowship by Vice-Chancellor, Professor Malegapuru Makgoba,
at a College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science graduation
ceremony.

staff members in recognition of distinguished academic achievement.
Fellowships are conferred for life
and are not restricted in any way.

UKZN honoured Jonnalagadda as
a highly accomplished academic

and scientist in his field.
* UKZN Fellowship Awards are
presented annually to exceptional
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‘I am very honoured to have
been awarded the Fellowship,’
said Ortmann.
Ortmann’s academic achievements are varied and numerous.
He has published over 110 peerreviewed journal papers and
has also reviewed articles for a
number of local and international
journals. He achieved a B2 rating
from the National Research
Foundation (NRF) (2003 –
2007) and served on the NRF
Assessment Panel for Economics,
Management,
Administration
and Accounting in 2004, 2006
and 2007 to evaluate academics
for rating purposes. Currently
he enjoys a C1 rating from the
NRF. Ortmann has spent five
sabbaticals at universities in the
USA (Ohio, Purdue, Minnesota)
and Germany (Bonn).
The
central
focus
of
Ortmann’s research, together

WESTVILLE

with his postgraduate students,
has been on factors that will help
promote the competitiveness
of South African agriculture,
including commercial and smallscale farmers, and agribusiness.
‘Most of my research is of an
applied nature that is aimed at
adding value to the agricultural
(emerging and commercial)
sector and agribusiness industries
in South Africa,’ said Ortmann.
recent research with Masters
student Mr Garreth Sparks
on the economics of biodiesel
production on commercial and
smallholder farms is a case in
point. This research has clearly
indicated to policy-makers the
costs and benefits of supporting
such biofuel initiatives.’
Ortmann thanked those who
had assisted him in his career,
in particular the former heads
of Agricultural Economics,
Professor Ian Behrmann and
Professor
Lieb
Nieuwoudt;
his colleagues in Agricultural
Economics; and former Deans
of Science and Agriculture. ‘My
wife, Erika, deserves special
mention,’ said Ortmann, ‘because
she has always supported me fully
in my career.’

U K Z N D A B A
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Academic Excellence

College of Law and Management Studies cum laude graduates – (from left) Mr Paresh Soni, (Bachelor of
Commerce Honours), Mr Yusuf Ismail (Bachelor of Commerce Honours), Ms Sunira Kandielall (Bachelor
of Commerce Honours), Mr Yeshen Pillay (Bachelor of Commerce Honours), Ms Lisa Mahaj ( Bachelor of
Administration) and Ms Arwen Finlayson (Bachelor of Commerce Honours).

Mr Jakoobus Olivier graduated from UKZN’s College of Health Sciences
with a Bachelor of Sport Science degree, summa cum laude.

Mr Emmanuel Mayeza hooded by Adv Reshwant Brijraj was
awarded his Masters degree cum laude in Social Sciences
despite facing many challenges while studying for his degree.
Mayeza is the first person in his family to attend university.
4
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Mr Wayne Frederick, top KZN matriculant in 2007, graduated summa
cum laude with a BSc in Electronic Engineering degree is hooded by Mr
Mafika Ngubane .

Dr Zakariya Badat graduated from UKZN’s Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine with a Bachelor of
Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery degree, summa cum laude.

UKZN’s science access programme assisted 22-year-old Ms
Nompumelelo Basi of Umzimkulu to graduate summa cum
laude with a BSc honours degree in Physics.

B R I N G I N G

Y O U

N E W S

F R O M

Ms Takshita Sookan graduated with a Master of Sport
Science degree cum laude at the College of Health Sciences
graduation ceremony at the Westville campus is hooded
by Mr Sandile Ngcobo.
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Distinguished Teachers’ Awards

Two academics Professor Bice Martincigh and Dr Nyna Amin received the UKZN’s Distinguished Teachers’ Award for teaching excellence. The
award recognised outstanding teaching and commitment.

P

rofessor Bice Martincigh – an
Associate Professor in the
former School of Chemistry,
Faculty of Science and Agriculture –
was recognised for her exceptional
ability to tailor and differentiate
her teaching to meet the different
levels of study of her undergraduate
and postgraduate students in what
is usually regarded as a ‘difficult’
subject.

She was commended for her
teaching methods which take
into account the module content
and level; the needs of students;
the class size and availability
of resources. By pragmatically
taking ‘what works’ she draws
on her experiences of a variety of
approaches and methodologies to
achieve an interactive pedagogy,
which includes collaborative
inter-group peer work, cooperative learning, quizzes,
problem solving, and providing
online feedback to students.
She manages large classes
through extensive support while
maintaining quality amongst the
many tutors she supervises.
Martincigh is deeply analytical
in her teaching and demonstrates
empathy with students and their
varied learning abilities in ways
that build their confidence.
She has revised the process of
conducting practical work to
encourage independent learning,
and has designed a rubric for
assessing first year practicals to
ensure consistency, using a range
of assessments guided by different
cognitive demands and providing
excellent feedback on assessments.
She has received positive independent student evaluations and
integrates feedback into curriculum development.
Martincigh is innovative
not only in pedagogy in the
classroom, but also in terms
of planning and designing her
teaching with her colleagues.
She is also recognised for her
mentorship and induction of new
and young staff members. She is
highly respected as an activator
of alternate pedagogies, and for
her excellent management and
diversity of teaching, learning,
and assessments.
Amin was recognised for her
innovation in education research
and management; design and
development of educational and
research modules; outstanding
contribution to PhD supervision
and her ability to attract national
and international PhD students.
A highly skilled lecturer
and supervisor, Dr Amin is
popular with students, affirming
what one reviewer termed an
‘appreciated’ supervision style.

EDGEWOOD
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She demonstrates intensive oneon-one teaching accompanied by
extensive support, foregrounding
her excellent relationship with
students.
The
award
recognises
Amin’s
innovations
with
respect to education research
and management; design and
development of curricula in
educational and research modules;
outstanding contribution to
research
supervision;
and
generous sharing of her expertise
with others. Most of her teaching
is with large cohorts of 70 to
100 students. Her lectures are
organised with well articulated
outcomes and she uses a wide
variety of teaching methods with
a strong focus on getting students
to think, and apply their minds in
relevant problem solving settings.
She spends a large amount of
time monitoring her students’
performance, providing detailed
feedback, which is demonstrated
through very positive student and
peer evaluations.
She has published on the
innovations in her teaching.
There is evidence that she is
consulted widely and has highly
positive interactions with students
and academic staff across colleges.
She is recognised for the leading
role she plays in research capacity
development well beyond her
academic level.

Professor Bice Martincigh.

Dr Nyna Amin, being capped by Vice-Chancellor Professor Malegapuru Makgoba at the Humanities graduation ceremony.
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Graduation

Vice-Chancellor Professor Malegapuru Makgoba with Mrs Bongi
Ngema-Zuma.

MSc maths boffs Mr Gezahegn Abebe and Mr Yusuf Nyonyi.

Dr Toyin Janet Aderemi was delighted to receive her PhD in
Behavioural Medicine from UKZN’s College of Health Sciences.

Families and friends unable to contain their excitement as graduation unfolds on the Westville campus.

Ms Nomonde Mbadi, Executive Director, Corporate
Relations Division.
6

U K Z N D A B A

Humanities Dean of Research, Professor Sarojini
Nadar, gets some help with her graduation gown.
B R I N G I N G

Y O U

N E W S

F R O M

A young woman arrived at UKZN from Lesotho four years ago
ready for postgraduate studies but fearful of the challenges that lay
ahead. Today, Dr Mamoalosi Selepe – regarded as a star student by
her supervisor Professor Fanie van Heerden – has a doctoral degree
in synthetic organic chemistry.
U N I V E R S I T Y
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Highlights

Brothers Brett and Ross Lagerwell both graduated summa cum laude for the second time in two years, this
time earning the degree of BSc Honours in Computer Science.

Happy Humanities graduates.

Honours graduates from the discipline of Medical Biochemistry.

Dr Saloschini Pillay hooded by Mr Sifiso Mncube graduated with a
PhD degree in Public Administration from the College of Law and
Management Studies.
EDGEWOOD

•
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SRC President Thembani Khumalo graduated with a Bachelor’s degree
in Social Sciences.

A joyful occasion for Humanities graduates.
•

PIETERMARITZBERG

•

WESTVILLE
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Honorary Doctorates
Honouring the ‘Princess of Africa’

Renowned bird
watcher receives
honorary doctorate

The University of KwaZulu-Natal paid homage to the ‘Princess of Africa’, Yvonne
Chaka Chaka Mhinga awarding her an honorary doctorate.

Mr Hugh Nicolson Chittenden received an honorary
doctorate, DSc (honoris causa), in recognition of his
distinguished contribution in KwaZulu-Natal and
southern Africa to the public understanding of science
in the field of ornithology.

Here is an extract from his
acceptance speech:

T

“

here are many examples of
rare species or subspecies
that are now at critically low
population levels. African Barred
Owlet Glaucidium capense is another
species from the Eastern Cape
where the nominate race is now
under threat of extinction.

The Cape Parrot Poicephalus
robustus also deserves special
attention and has declined
alarmingly as a result of the few
who have exploited this species
for monetary gain. If you want
your children and grandchildren
to see Cape Parrots, you need to
join the outcry against the illegal
cage-bird trade, and as a nation
say enough is enough. Our rare
wildlife inheritance is not for sale!

So, back to my point about
citizen science and publishing.
Now that you have graduated,
or for those of you who are past
tertiary education stages in life,
each and every one of you who
has an interest in seeing to the
welfare of our fauna and flora,
needs to publish, and publish
again, no matter where, as long
as you are vocal, lawmakers
hopefully won’t ignore soundly
based publications. If you are
not involved enough to publish
new data then get involved with
projects such as bird atlasing, an
enormously important tool that
keeps us up to date with the latest
population trends.
If you are proud of the
biodiversity and your wildlife
inheritance, be heard, publish,
and don’t be afraid of making a
noise!”

Yvonne Chaka Chaka Mhinga with Vice-Chancellor Professor Malegapuru Makgoba.

Y

ovonne Chaka Chaka
Mhinga is an icon in
the African music and
show business industry. Her voice
transcends cultural, language and
racial divides ensuring her legacy
as one of the greatest stars to
illuminate the African continent.

More importantly, she is
recognised for her outstanding
humanitarian work in Africa
and other parts of the world –
helping to raise awareness of
issues affecting women including
malaria, maternal and child
health, HIV, empowerment,
education and poverty.
She has been named a United
Nation’s Goodwill Ambassador
for her significant contribution
and long standing commitment
to empowering women and
children in their fight to free
Africa of diseases such as HIV
and malaria.
This is an excerpt from
Mhinga’s acceptance speech:
“The choice as women is ours,
to rid ourselves of self-limiting
beliefs and choose positive beliefs
that enable us to move forward
and take our rightful place in
8
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society to realize our dreams. As
women we sometimes put a lot
of emphasis on our inadequacies
in terms of not looking good or
smart enough, rich or young
enough to do certain things. We
always find good excuses of there
not being enough of anything,
be it money, time, resources,
support and the list goes on. In
a lot of instances we just do not
trust ourselves and the question
is if we don’t trust ourselves then
who can trust us.
The business case for a
cultural change of bringing
women into the mainstream
of society has long been made,
but there appears to be some
reluctance on the part of
those who hold political and
economic power. We need a
cultural change that will see the
public and private sectors with
their different traditions and
operating environments follow
the paths of achieving equitable
treatment of men and women.
I am convinced that the
aims and values of UKZN are
revealed mainly by the choices
it makes in selecting students.
Having said that, the first thing
is to recognize the fact that the
quality of education depends on

the diversity (including gender)
of its student body, because if you
have classmates who are all very
much like you (all boys or all girls),
you will not learn nearly as much
as you will if you have classmates
who are very different from
you. Diversity including gender
mainstreaming to improve
the educational experience for
students of every background
should be the objective. It is
also my understanding that this
University seeks to contribute
larger numbers of talented
students to the mainstream of
South African life. But one can’t
help observing the fact that there
are very few women in leadership
positions in corporate South
Africa and other professions and
this University can contribute
by increasing the flow of women
into the mainstream of South
African life, thereby contributing
to a democratic society. If, as
according to Henry Matthew
in The Role of Women in Indian
Society ‘It is true that the worth of
civilization can be measured by
the place that it gives to women
in society’, then my question is
what place have we given women
in SA in particular and in the
world generally?”

B R I N G I N G
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Mr Hugh Nicolson Chittenden.
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Honorary Doctorates

doyenne of Indian cooking honoured

Journalist, author, culinary expert, philanthropist, cultural and religious leader and
poet Mrs Zuleikha Mayat is a remarkable role model who has made a rich and varied
contribution to South African society.

Professor Mahmood Mamdani.

UKZN pays tribute to world
renowned scholar
Professor Mahmood Mamdani, a world renowned
scholar in politics, history and culture was awarded an
honorary doctorate, DLitt (honoris causa).

H
Mrs Zuleikha Mayat.

M

rs Zuleikha Mayat is
acknowledged for
challenging social,
religious and economic boundaries
which have restricted women.
She was awarded an honorary
doctorate, DSocSc (honoris causa) in
recognition of her contributions.

Below is an extract from
Mayat’s acceptance speech:
“The powers that rule are
accountable to the people that
have elected them. The people
have every right of challenging
them for lack of housing, amenities
and access to information for we
need to know how our country
is being run, how our resources
are being spent. Corruption is to
be condemned in the harshest of
terms and we the ageing populace

EDGEWOOD

•

that lack the nerve, we look to
the responsible and ethically
minded youth to demand what
is due to the people. The country
belongs to its people and more
particularly to you the youth who
will be the future leaders or will
be electing them. Just remember
that people get the government
they deserve.
We note the tortoise pace
and the shortcomings on the
part of our leaders but what
responsibility revolves on us the
citizens of this country? Let us
reflect for a moment on the words
of the late President Kennedy.
‘Don’t ask what the country must
do for me; ask what I can do for
my country’. It is not what the
country owes to us; it is what we
owe our country that is crucial.
The least we can do is to respect

HOWARD COLLEGE

•

MEDICAL SCHOOL

the laws and regulations, to
report wrong doings, and to
ensure that State property is
not vandalised. There may have
been justification for damaging
institutions and infrastructure
when it was reserved for
privileged classes only, now that
it belongs to us, it is criminal to
damage our own scarce assets.
After our hard won freedom
the neglect of the past had to be
remedied and affirmative action
is a constitutional imperative.
However, as our country progresses and goals are achieved it
needs to be constantly re-visited
and reviewed so that undue
hardship is not caused to others.
We need to work and get to the
stage where we can take pride in
our own capabilities and compete
in the open market.”

•

PIETERMARITZBERG

•

is intellectual work and
scholarship focuses on the
African continent and he
has greatly influenced thinking and
writing about Africa, generating
knowledge and understanding
in the study of African and
international politics.

Here is an extract from
Mamdani’s acceptance
speech:
“The life of Biko is testimony
to the power of an idea. Ideas
spread in the open, not in
clandestinity. Consider one remarkable fact. No major event in
contemporary history has been
forecast, either by researchers
or consultants, whether based
in universities or in think tanks.
This was true of Soweto 1976, it
was true of the fall of the Soviet
Union and it was true of Tahrir
Square. What does it say about
the state of our knowledge that we
can foretell a natural catastrophe
– an earthquake, even a tsunami
– but not a political shift? The
rule would seem to be: the bigger

WESTVILLE

the shift, the less likely is the
chance of it being foretold. This
is for one reason. Big shifts in
social and political life require
an act of the imagination – a
break from routine, a departure
from convention, a shift in
consciousness – why social
science, which is focused on the
study of routine, of institutional
and repetitive behaviour, is
unable to forecast big events.
It took nearly two decades
for the Soweto Uprising to
deliver a democratic reform in
South Africa. The democratic
revolution in Egypt has just
begun. Tahrir Square has not
led to a revolution, but to a
reform. And that is not a bad
thing. That South Africa did not
have a revolution in 1994 is no
reason to deny the importance of
the reform it did have. It is also
no reason to stop at the gate of
reform. As Biko predicted, he
could take us to the gate, but no
further. To go beyond the gate,
we have no choice but to think
for ourselves.”

U K Z N D A B A
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Honorary Doctorates

Honorary doctorate reflects on life’s work

Mrs Virginia Thudiso Gcabashe has distinguished herself through her contributions to
youth development and the development of society at large in the fields of religion,
poverty alleviation and community health.

Remembering a life well lived
renowned international conservationist,
environmentalist, explorer and best-selling author, the
late Mr Lawrence Anthony, was awarded an Honorary
Doctorate, DSc (honoris causa), for his distinguished
contributions to conservation and the environment
which are recognised at the highest levels globally.

T

he honorary doctorate –
conferred posthumously
– was accepted by his son,

Dylan.

Anthony is best known for his
bold conservation initiatives which
include the rescue of animals
from the Baghdad Zoo in Iraq
at the height of the United States
invasion in 2003 and expeditions
into the jungle in Southern Sudan
and the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) in an attempt to
save the Northern White Rhino
from extinction.
Below is an extract from the
acceptance speech delivered
by Dylan Anthony:

Mrs Virginia Thudiso Gcabashe.

M

rs Virginia Thudiso
Gcabashe was
awarded an honorary
doctorate, DSocSc (honoris causa) in
recognition of her contributions to
the development of society.

Here is an excerpt from her
acceptance speech:
“I enrolled to train as a nurse
seeing in that profession one way
of offering comfort to people
who were suffering. This was
an important grounding for me
in that it provided an avenue to
understand various societal issues,
to meet people and to hear their
stories. Community service has
been the main focus of my life. It
is a journey which exposed me to
women, youth, health, education
and welfare issues.
Although our work introduced
me to some of the most
impoverished rural communities
in the southern parts of Natal,
10
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people in urban areas also felt
dislocated and isolated. The
1970s were especially difficult,
but fortunately, despite trying
times, community organisations
then had momentum. From
this period, through the 1980s
and the 1990s, I was fortunate
to work with many committed
and talented people in various
organisations that enable me to
fulfil my vocation.
Throughout this time, the kind
of issues we confronted included
the deepening crisis of education
in the black townships. After the
student uprisings in 1976, it was
clear that significant changes
were taking place on the political
front. Masses of young people
were displaced, and the scale of
the problem of providing shelter
and sustenance to young people
in particular, became more
difficult as the violence spread.
We saw images of extreme and
tragic violence on our television

screens in the 1980s. NGO’s had
to deal with the ‘hidden’ problem
of
increasing
displacement
of young people from homes
and communities. At the same
time, such an unstable context
breeds petty-political rivalries,
and cripples the momentum of
community workers.
Nonetheless, institutionally
South Africa today has turned a
new leaf, and the hard work of
the past decades has resulted in
initiatives that are still bearing
fruitful results in the present.
Today, there are of course
other challenges. But there
are also more platforms for
participation such as the internet
as a forum for social engagement.
Universities, and certainly the
University of Kwa Zulu Natal,
offer more opportunities of
study, research and development,
through which all young people
can harness an even wider range
of gifts and talents.”

B R I N G I N G

Y O U

N E W S

F R O M

“Lawrence touched the hearts
and minds of millions. Over the
past few weeks since he passed
away, the outpouring of love and
condolences from people around
the world has been heartwarming, and awe inspiring.
What was it about Lawrence
that had such an incredible
effect on people? So many have
said that just one conversation
with him, or reading one of
his books, and their lives were
changed forever. His message
resonated across every age
group, and every walk of life
– from Hollywood celebrities
to Zulu chiefs to senior United
Nations and govt. officials, from
sports superstars to industry and
commerce magnates, to school
children from both poverty
stricken and wealthy areas, to
the common man and woman on
the street. Lawrence’s adventures
were never for adventure alone –
they were based on his vision of

a better world for all life – and
they inspired passion in others,
and a strong urge to participate
in and support his dreams.
Underlying
everything
Lawrence did... was a clear
understanding that education
is the key to success in reversing
mankind’s ill-advised and reckless actions where they result in
environmental deterioration and
the endangerment and loss of
species.
And so Lawrence gave us the
task that, whatever campaigns
we take on, whatever else we are
doing, we are working to educate
the public, government officials,
corporate leaders, and decision
makers about real and effective
solutions that, if implemented,
will take into account every aspect of a problem, including contributing to a prosperous economy, benefiting commerce and
industry, the health and survival
of the local people... as well as the
enhancement and protection of
the Plant and Animal Kingdoms
and the environment.
Lawrence was not fearful of
position or institution. He was
fearful of having unanswered
questions in his heart. He lived
with a passion, care free spirit and
a confidence borne out of a true
love. A love for this world, which
unlike so many other Green
campaigners, he understood
required a balanced approach,
and not an extremist one. His
mark on this world will forever
be felt by us, and the seeds of the
trees of care that he planted so
freely will continue to grow, at
least in my heart. Hamba Kahle
Mkhulu!”

Mr Dylan Anthony delivered a moving acceptance speech on behalf
of his late father, Mr Lawrence Anthony.
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Doctoral Degrees
A total of 153 doctoral degrees were conferred at graduation ceremonies across the four Colleges.

HPP Graduates – Pioneering HIV research in Africa are five PhD graduates from UKZN’s HIV Pathogenesis
Programme: Dr Christina Thobakgale; Dr Derseree Archary; Dr Paradise Madlala; Dr Danni Ramduth and Dr
Jaclyn Wright. They are seen here with the supervisor and Head of HPP, Professor Thumbi Ndung’u.

Five proud PhD granduands from the School of Chemistry with the Dean and Head of School, Professor
Andy Kindness.

Some of the 46 students who received PhDs at the College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science’s
graduation ceremony in Pietermaritzburg.

UKZN’s Discipline of Nursing proudly awarded five PhD degrees at the College of Health
Sciences graduation ceremony. recipients (from left) Dr Ayisha Razak, Dr Folorunso
Omiskin and Dr Joanne Naidoo are seen here with Dean of the School of Nursing and
Public Health, Professor Busisiwe Ncama. (Dr Bridget Akin-Otiko and Dr Jennifer de
Beer were not present when the picture was taken).
EDGEWOOD

•

HOWARD COLLEGE

•

MEDICAL SCHOOL

•

PhD Chemistry graduate Stephen Musyoka and partner.

Dr Ayisha Razak, who graduated
with a PhD degree from the
School of Nursing and Public
Health is hooded by Mr Sandile
Ngcobo.

Ms Zingiswa Jojo, who received
her PhD in Education at the UKZN
Humanities graduation ceremony,
is hooded by Mr Mafika Ngubane.

Professor Mark Laing with PhD graduate and Animal Science lecturer,
Dr Marion Young.

PhD graduates and staff from the College of Law and Management Studies.

PIETERMARITZBERG

•

WESTVILLE
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UKZN Women excel
An impressive 5 439 (62 percent) of the 8 832 graduands were women.

Dr Joanne Naidoo received a PhD degree from the School
of Nursing and Public Health is hooded by Mr Sandile
Ngcobo.

Top BSc Engineering graduate for 2011, Ms Ingrid Salisbury
is off to Oxford to pursue her PhD.

Dr Tricia Naicker, winner of the Department of Science
and Technology’s award, graduated in Pharmaceutical
Chemistry from the College of Health Sciences.

Five degrees were awarded summa cum laude in UKZN’s School of Life Sciences – and all the recipients were
women! They are (from left): Ms Tamara Stelma, Ms Kelly Weston-Ford, Ms Samantha Anderson, Ms Sylvana
Reddy and Lilli Holst.

Ms Joelene Mortimer graduated with a Master of Sport Science degree (cum laude) at the College of Health
Sciences ceremony on the Westville campus.
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Far from her native Kenya, Ms Joyce Kiplimo graduated with a PhD in
Chemistry.
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