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A celebration of academic excellence

U

KZN conferred 7 420 degrees at 19 graduation ceremonies on the Pietermaritzburg and Westville campuses from 16-23 April. One hundred and eleven graduates received their
degrees summa cum laude and there were 232 cum laude graduates. Eighty doctorates were conferred and there were 40 disabled graduates. Women constituted 61.2 percent
of the total graduates.

THE graduation ceremonies were
a colourful, indigenous celebration
of academic excellence. In keeping
with its vision to be The Premier
University of African Scholarship,
UKZN’s new academic dress is an
exciting fusion of colours, designs
and beadwork that reflects the
University’s roots in our continent
and our province.

Chairperson of the Committee,
Professor Fikile Mazibuko, says
that the new designs were influenced by UKZN’s vision and its
new logo. “They identify us as an
African university that is also
rooted in the province of KwaZuluNatal.” She acknowledges the
contribution of the University
community: “The new academic
dress is informed by their collective
genius and creativity”.
The UKZN anthem performed in
isiZulu was written especially for
the University with a view to
celebrating the University’s intellectual pursuits which impact on
communities. The anthem was
composed by Mr Philani Mnomiya
a lecturer in the School of Music.
He and Professor David Smith, also
of the School of Music, conduct the
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Work on the redesign of UKZN’s
academic dress began in 2005,
when the Academic Ceremonies
Committee invited proposals for
the gowns for Council, the
Executive and Convocation. Staff
at all levels and students participated in the process.

The new Faculty colours displayed on the stage at one of the graduation ceremonies on the Westville campus.

choir, whose renditions have been
extremely well-received by participants in the graduation ceremonies.
The choir themselves, whose
performers come from different
choirs representing a number of
disciplines, came up with the new
designs for their outfits, which
incorporate the University colours.
The Committee continued its work
in 2006 with a major project – the
design of new hoods for the eight
Faculties. The new Faculty colours
are:

O

Faculty of Science and Agriculture – Forest Green

O

O

Faculty of Engineering – Yellow

O

Faculty of Health Sciences –
Lilac

O

Nelson R Mandela School of
Medicine – White

The Committee is also working on
the design of a new Mace. Professor Terence King in Fine Arts,
in the School of Literary Studies,
Media and Creative Arts, of the
Faculty of Humanities, Development and Social Sciences and
students from creative disciplines
are driving the Mace design
process.

O

O

O

Faculty of Education – Royal
Blue
Faculty of Humanities, Development and Social Sciences –
Cerise
Faculty of Law – Red

Faculty of Management Studies
– Orange

UKZN Registrar, Dr Edith Mneney
describes all of these exciting

changes as a “new era…Our graduation ceremonies are the platforms
which transform the academic
atmosphere into celebrations fit for
a University located in KwaZuluNatal.”
The Academic Ceremonies Committee is meeting on 5 June and
continues to receive and deliberate
on constructive criticism and ideas
on Graduation and other academic
ceremonies.
- Deanne Collins

Miss South Africa graduates
REIGNING Miss South Africa, Megan Coleman graduated with a Bachelor of Social Sciences degree. The beauty who hails from Hillcrest
majored in Media and Communications. She plans to pursue her academic studies in Advertising.
Since her crowning as Miss South Africa at the end of last year Ms Coleman has met with former President Nelson Mandela and departed for the
Miss Universe Pageant in Mexico City at the end of April. Her exciting itinerary will include a meeting with Donald Trump.

Picture: John Coleman

ukzndaba spoke to her between the fitting of her stunning red evening gown designed by Malcolm Kluk/Christian du Toit which she will wear at
the pageant and her picking up her spanking new Freelander II. Her message to fellow graduates was, “Congratulations and all the best for the
future”. Asked about her role as Miss South Africa, she said, “I see (this) as a wonderful opportunity to help enrich the lives of my fellow citizens
and to represent my country in a positive and uplifting manner. It is also a platform for me to interact with the women of South Africa in a way I would
never have been able to do before, and to impart a sense of confidence and self worth into their lives.” Particularly rewarding for her is her work with the
Tapologo Aids Hospice in Rustenberg and Helpnet – a place of safety for children.
- Indu Moodley
Ms Megan Coleman.
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years later. He recalls that his eldest
daughter Shivani was in Grade 10
at the time. Shivani who is reading
for her Masters in Psychology
Health Promotion at UKZN
obtained her degree in BA Psychology cum laude.

Mr Peter Wragg with his proud parents.

MR PETER Wragg received his
Bachelor of Science (Ecological
Science) summa cum laude. He is
currently studying towards an
Honours degree in Biological
Science focusing on plant ecology
and evolution.
His interest in plant ecology is a
result of his determination to
conserve endangered grassland
between Pietermaritzburg and
Durban. Mr Wragg paid tribute to
Dr Richard Fynn and Craig Morris
of the Discipline of Grassland
Science who encouraged him to do
this degree. He said that Dr Fynn
in particular focused and sharpened
his interest by involving him in his
research throughout his degree.
“Having top researchers such as
Professors Brothers, Edwards,

Hart, Johnson, Lawes and Ward
lecture me on their own internationally recognised work in my
field of interest was very inspiring”.
Mr Wragg received the Brenda M
Gourley Scholarship. His academic
record boasts 36 certificates of
merit, including the Dean’s commendation for all six semesters in
a row. He achieved more than 90%
in 31 courses, including 100% in
three subjects.
“I would like to thank the University, my parents and all my
lecturers, demonstrators and support staff,” he said.

- Thembeka Dlungwane

New academic dress

Mr Ramnarain snr is particularly
concerned with the behaviour of
children today, he said, “Parenting
is about sacrifice. It is about

His father Mr Rishi Ramnarain has
been a member of staff in Risk
Management Services for 17 years
and his mother is a home executive.
Mr Ramnarain snr said, “I am
particularly proud of my son as I
myself was unable to complete my
matric.” He had to leave school and
work to support his family when his
father passed on. He eventually
wrote his matric and passed 27

providing a stable environment for
children to grow and reach their full
potential. We forego luxuries to
ensure that my children have all
their basic needs met.”
Rishaan Ramnarian’s immediate
plan is to find a job, quickly.
“Corporate World – here I come,”
he exclaimed.
- Indu Moodley
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r Rishaan Ramnarain
graduated with a
Bachelor of Science
(Actuarial Science) summa cum
laude. When he matriculated, he
was one of KwaZulu-Natal’s top 30
matriculants. “My success is
primarily due to the love and support
I received from my family. I am
extremely grateful to my parents for
the sacrifices they have made to
ensure that I was successful,” he
said, beaming at his proud father. He
added, “It makes really good sense
to be motivated and I try and make
the most of every opportunity.
Graduating summa cum laude was
the cherry on top.”

Mr Rishaan Ramnarain and his father, Mr Rishi Ramnarain.

Editorial

Send your news to news@ukzn.ac.za

Highlight of the academic calendar
GRADUATION represents the
highlight of the academic calendar. It is a time to
celebrate the final product of a university’s teaching and
learning endeavour. It is the culmination of many years of hard work
by students and their mentors and a source of pride for everyone associated
with a graduate. In a developing society like ours, families in particular play a
critical role in ensuring the academic success of those that they support. They do this
at huge cost in both financial and emotional terms and graduation day finally makes it all
worthwhile.
Anyone watching the expression on a parent’s face when their child is being capped can only be
moved by the expressions of pure joy evident from facial expression, gestures and ululations. It
represents one of the most gratifying and rewarding moments in academia for staff who have toiled
with their students to meet proud parents, many of whom may not have had the chance to go to university
themselves.
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What makes graduation different at UKZN however is that the University has begun to indigenise this
academic celebration. It did this by redesigning academic dress which includes new robes for the
Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, Executive Committee, members of Council and members of Convocation.
New faculty colours and hoods have also been adopted and were displayed prominently in the Sports
Centre on the Westville campus where 16 of the 19 graduation ceremonies took place. Three well
attended and memorable ceremonies took place on the Pietermaritzburg campus. In addition the
new university anthem written in isiZulu was performed at the ceremonies.

Professor MW Makgoba (Chancellor’s robe); Mr T Wills, Professor D
Chetty, and Professor F Mazibuko (Executive robes); and Professor A Bawa
(Vice-Chancellor’s robe).

The University community extends its heartfelt congratulations to our new graduates who
join an international family of more than 135 000 alumni. We are proud that our
graduates take their rightful places in positions of leadership and influence all
over the world and, in keeping with our mission, we are pleased that so
many give back to the community and society that sustains them
during their studies.
Professor Dasarath Chetty, Executive Director,
Public Affairs and Corporate Communications
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The ukzndaba team

The new Faculty hoods.
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Thembeka Dlungwane

Fikisile Mabaso

Vidhya Singh

SRC members lead the way
S
RC Residence Liaison
Officer on the Howard
College campus, Ms
Londziwe Khoza obtained her
Bachelor of Social Science in
Geography and Environmental
Management. She is currently
doing a Master of Science degree
in urban and regional planning. On
completion, she hopes to explore
opportunities presented by the
2010 World Cup and get into
planning in South Africa.
However, she has not forgotten her
home country Swaziland, where
she hopes to make a contribution
to development. Ms Khoza is also
attached to Illovo Sugar where she
is involved in risk management and
agriculture.

Ms Fisani Shabalala, who holds
the Finance and Projects portfolio
in the Central SRC, successfully
completed her Bachelor of Education degree. She is currently
pursuing her Bachelor of Education
Honours degree in Social Justice
Education. Her study looks at race
and gender injustice with a focus
on the influence of different cultures and racism in schools.
President of SRC on the Westville
campus, Mr Vusumuzi (Fanle)
Sibisi obtained his Bachelor of
Administration degree in Human
Resources Management. His political involvement has inspired him
to do a Postgraduate Diploma in
Leadership and Management. “As
an ordinary member of the ANC
Youth League I feel I have a role
and responsibility to make an
informed contribution to the
organisation,” he says.

Mr Mdumiseni Ntuli, President of
the Central SRC graduated with an
Honours degree in Political
Science. He is studying towards a
Masters degree, conducting a
comparative study on how young
people participate in economic
development at Msunduzi and
eThekwini Municipalities.

Mr Sandile Phakathi with his father.

Ms Buyisiwe Sibiya.

Ms Fisani Shabalala.

Mr Mdumiseni Ntuli.

Mr Vusumuzi (Fanle) Sibisi.

Mr Kwazikwakhe Mshengu.

President of the SRC and Chairperson of the ANC Youth League
on the Pietermaritzburg campus Mr
Kwazikwakhe Mshengu graduated
with an LLB degree. He is doing an
Honours degree in Public Policy
and Development Studies this year.

He advises fellow students to stay
focused, get involved in student
activities and try to understand the
challenges facing young people.
Being involved in student politics
has helped him acquire a lot of
skills and knowledge.

student body since 2003. Leading
by example, he entered the University through the age exemption
process and later on qualified for a
conditional matriculation.

Mr Mshengu’s interest in this field was
motivated by the fact that there is a
link between public policy and the
law. He intends to do a Masters degree
in Labour and later Criminal law.

Mr Sandile Phakathi the Secretary
General of the Central SRC graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in
Politics, Philosophy and Public
Administration. He has served the

“There is an assumption that everyone at university is from a middle
class family. I am from a middle
class family, and my position
allows me to help students who
come from disadvantaged
schools.”

“As the Central SRC we have taken
a decision this year that as a
University we need to develop a
new person, whose characteristics
are selflessness and work towards
a creation of a new society that
values the principles of ubuntu.
Our graduates should continuously
value the fact that they are members
of society before being students at
UKZN. Whatever qualifications,
skills and expertise they accumulate should be used to change our
society for the better.”
Miss Buyisiwe Sibiya serves the
Central SRC Student Services. She
graduated with a BCom in Economics and Marketing. She is
currently studying towards an
Honours in Marketing. Miss Sibiya
is the President of the South
African Union of Students.
“Transformation of academic
apparel in this University needs to
be viewed as a symbol for change
not just for the Institution but for
the individual graduates themselves, a change to be more socially
responsible individuals whose
degrees not only benefit themselves
but benefit the country as a whole”.
- Bhekani Dlamini and Thembeka
Dlungwane
Pictures: Madoda Mahlangu

Never too old to learn
TWO of UKZN’s oldest graduates
prove that there is life after 70!
Seventy-seven year-old Mr James
(Paddy) McDowell received his

Doctor of Philosophy in Finance.
His thesis on “Confirming, Factoring and Invoice Discounting as a
source of Working Capital in the
South African economy, 1950 to

2000”, aims to assist companies
that want to venture into international business but have limited
credit facilities and working
capital.
Mr McDowell retired in 1996 after
serving as Chief Executive Officer
and Regional Director for multinational companies based in
London, New York and Jersey.
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He was inspired to pursue doctoral
studies by the realisation that the
knowledge he gained during his
working career could help others.
“I asked myself, ‘why must I take
this experience and knowledge to
the grave with me?’” he says.
He is married to Jenny, who before
retiring worked on the Howard
Dr James McDowell.

College campus. She compiled the
charts, graphs and diagrams for his
thesis. They are blessed with four
sons, a daughter and 13 grandchildren. Their eldest son, Richard,
and daughter, Claire, are UKZN
alumni. Though he never had much
leisure time during his professional
days, he now spends his spare time
playing golf, jogging and going to
the beach.

his degree over six years, supported
by his wife of 48 years, Yvonne. He
has a son and a daughter who are
both working in the Middle East.
He says he will continue with the
work in the Durban and Margate
offices of his consultancy
Buk’Indalo (isiZulu for “look at
nature”). He has worked throughout South Africa, Mozambique,
Botswana and Swaziland.

Seventy-four year-old Mr Albert
Lee, who received his Masters in
Environmental Management wrote
his dissertation on the confusion
and exploitation of changing environmental legislation after 1994.

However, he also intends furthering
his studies, branching into environmental law, in which he says very
few experts have any practical
experience.

Mr Lee’s horticultural and conservation background – and a “yen to
do a degree” – saw him complete

- Bhekani Dlamini (additional
information from The Witness)

Mr Albert Lee.
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Poverty not an
obstacle
His uncle refused to allow him to
go to school because he believed
that he was going to learn wicked
habits and become a tsotsi
(hooligan). His mother, a widow,
was seriously ill, and he had to look
after her and his little sister. He and
his brothers survived by begging
and the help they received from
neighbours and relatives.
Thirst for education encouraged
Mr Zungu to hide from his uncle
when going to school. He withstood the punishment he got when
he came back home. A relative
offered to look after the baby and
encouraged him to go school. He
did temporary jobs in the morning
and evening to raise money to pay
fees, buy books and food. He
herded a horse called Tosca owned
by a Swiss woman, Keistein
Roadnstamp, a matron in Hlabisa
Hospital in Nongoma. The horse

loved him and she offered him
accommodation, meals and paid
his fees.
Mr Zungu matriculated at Ohlanga
in Inanda. He went to work at
Richards Bay Minerals to raise
money for further studies. He
enrolled for Social Work at the
University of Zululand and
obtained a scholarship. The
scholarship was later cut due to the
political boycotts at the time. He
completed his degree at the University of Fort Hare.
Currently employed as a Social
Worker by the Department of
Social Development in Nongoma,
Mr Zungu’s Masters’ study was
entitled “An investigation into the
factors contributing to the success
or failure of income generating
projects in Nongoma, KwaZuluNatal”. He works with women who
are involved in a government
poverty alleviation programme
through block-making and food
production.
- Bhekani Dlamini
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G

rowing up in poverty in
rural Nongoma motivated
Mr Zackaria Zungu to
study even harder and achieve his
Masters degree in Social Work.

Science Doctors

Back (l-r) Dr W P Barnett, Geology; Dr LNM Kazembe, Biology; Dr J Chetty, Chemistry
Front (l-r) Dr MEO Mokotedi, Biology; Dr MEM Gar-elnabi, Physics; Dr P A de Bruyn, Biology.

A family affair
COMMITMENT to developing
their rural community drove
mother, Mrs Ntombenhle Ndlela
and daughter, Miss Philisiwe
Ndlela to both enrol for a Bachelor
of Community Development.

Picture: Supplied

Mr Zackaria Zungu.

Together, they are planning to start
a Non-Governmental Organisation
(NGO) to help needy communities.
“We want to use our knowledge to
set up adult education centres in the
rural areas of Impendle and Bulwer
to empower women”, says Mrs
Ndlela.
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Mrs Ndlela works as an Administrative Assistant in the Open
Learning Centre on the Pietermaritzburg campus. She attended
classes on Saturday mornings on a
part-time basis. Miss Ndlela is
doing her Honours on the Howard
College campus.
Mrs Ntombenhle and Miss Philisiwe Ndlela.

Mrs Ndlela is married and has four
children, with Philisiwe being the
first born. “I wish to stand on top
of the mountain and tell women that
they must study and do something
for themselves. There is no

excuse,” she says. She also attributes her success to her husband
who took on some of the domestic
duties to free her up for study.
- Bhekani Dlamini

Top achievers
UKZN has produced scores of top achievers who make the University community proud.
Working consistently hard and striking a balance between social life and academic work paid off for Miss Linda Harris who obtained her Bachelor of Science Honours
degree summa cum laude on 16 April.
Miss Harris is doing a Master of Science degree on the Howard College campus. She is investigating the “Vulnerability of South African Beaches in Climate Change”. An
exceptional performer, she was the recipient of a UKZN scholarship, a DAAD scholarship and a WOSA scholarship for women in science, engineering and agriculture.
Another top achiever for Science is Miss Shih-Yun (Jennifer) Huang who attained her Bachelor of Science degree in Applied Mathematics and Statistics summa cum laude.
She is doing her Honours degree in Financial Mathematics on the Westville campus.
Motivated by her brother, CC Huang, who also graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics from UKZN, she intends to venture into the investment sector.
She advises other students that constant attendance of lectures, tutorials and reading through past examination papers helps a great deal. “Mathematics is a challenging course
and everyone has the potential to achieve and perform well as long as they don’t leave work for tomorrow” says Miss Huang.
Mrs Carmel Chetty obtained her Masters degree in Education summa cum laude for her study entitled “Young, Gifted and Black: Oral histories of Young Activists in Cape
Town and Durban in the early 1970s”.
Mrs Chetty, who is an educator at Glenwood Preparatory School in Durban, says that “at my age I conducted this study for the love and fun of it to record the contribution
that my fellow activists of the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) made in the development of education in South Africa.” She is married with three adult children, two
of whom are UKZN alumni.
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Health Sciences stars
T

he College of Health
Sciences produced a
number of outstanding
graduates:
Dr Lyn Middleton of the School
of Nursing was awarded a PhD
after her Masters thesis was upgraded. Her thesis provides a
critical account of a social constructionist analysis of talk in
episodes of psychiatric student
nurse, psychiatric client community
clinic-based interaction. The
methodology she adopted to
explore methods of talk was the

reason her external examiners,
some of them from international
universities, decided to upgrade her
Masters to a PhD.
Dr Middleton began her studies in
1987. After graduating with a
Bachelor of Nursing degree, she
worked as a Principal of a nursing
college in Pietermartizburg where
she lives. In 1993, she started a
decentralised programme in mental
health which she currently coordinates across the provinces of
KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern
Cape.

Professor Leana Uys, Deputy ViceChancellor and Head of the College of Health Sciences says “Lyn
is one of those students who make
an academic’s work exciting! I
know Lyn as a person who does
nothing with less than 100%
commitment and performance. She
is an inspiring teacher, but it took
some time for us to convince her
to enter the world of research. But
what an entry she made! Firstly she
chose a research methodology
about which her supervisor (I)
knew very little. Then she
proceeded to build up her own

network of experts to act as a
sounding board for her increasingly
indepth analysis of the methodology. Having created a unique
blend of approaches, she did a text
analysis that her two examiners
both independently recommended
to be upgraded to a PhD without
any further work. This is unique in
my 30 years of academic experience. She had three international
examiners for the PhD and all three
commended the quality of the
work. I am glad to say that the
research bug has now bitten Lyn,
and we look forward to the research
she is going to tackle next.”

and advice. She also plans to
pursue a Masters degree in the near
future.
Dr Mashuda Ally received her
MBChB cum laude and is also the
top graduate of the Nelson R
Mandela School of Medicine. She
has always regarded medicine as an
interesting and challenging field.
Her fascination lies with human
physiology, disease mechanisms
and the treatment and cure of
disease. Receiving her degree cum
laude “brings a smile to my face
and a warm glow in my heart…I
am just so grateful that all my hard
work has paid off and I sincerely
hope that my achievement inspires
other female medics and students.”

Ms Fehmidah Amod and Ms
Yasmin Essack both received their
Bachelor of Pharmacy degree
summa sum laude.

Her future ambition is to pursue a
career in Ophthalmology. However, she is also a family oriented
person and hopes to create a
balance between family and a
demanding career. She asked to
“take this opportunity to thank my
wonderful family for providing me
with the opportunity to study. I
would also like to thank God for
being so generous to me and making
this path so easy and enjoyable.”

Ms Amod is the top Faculty of
Health Sciences graduate. She says
that she has always been intrigued
by the world of science. She also
enjoys helping people. Currently
serving her internship at King
Edward VIII Hospital, she plans on
studying for a Masters Degree in
Pharmacology.
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Although most of her family members are in the accounting profession, Ms Essack was intrigued
by pharmacy. She believes that she
can make a difference in the community by improving the quality of
life of people who need assistance

Mr Lushen Moodley received his
Masters in Pharmacology cum
laude.

(l-r) Ms Kerry-Leigh Upfold, Bachelor of Nursing summa cum laude; Ms Yasmin Essack: Bachelor of Pharmacy
summa cum laude; Ms Fehmidah Amod, Bachelor of Pharmacy summa cum laude; and Ms Jennal Maniram,
Bachelor of Pharmacy summa cum laude.

The Alumni Affairs Office also
liaised with all members of the

Convocation Executive Committee
in order to secure and co-ordinate
the Robing Officers for each
graduation. All graduates are robed
by a member of the Convocation
Executive – a symbolic gesture that
they are now part of the larger
fraternity of UKZN graduates.
After each series of graduations,
information on each graduate is
secured by the Alumni Affairs
Office and imported onto the
Alumni Database. This Database
currently has information on nearly
135 000 alumni – including a
number of such well known people
as: Alec Erwin, Alan Paton, Jonty
Rhodes, Ina Cronje, Mamphela
Ramphele, Bonke Dumisa, Fatima
Meer, Pravin Gordhan, Nozizwe
Madlala-Routledge, Ayanda
Ntsaluba and Stephen Saad.
Additional information received
from the 2007 graduates – via the
Convocation Membership and
Change of Address Forms – will be
updated on the system by the two

full-time Alumni Database Officers, Esme Estrice and Desiree
Govender.

Mr Lushen Moodley.

- MaryAnn Francis

This information will assist the
Alumni Affairs Office to maintain
life-long contact with these graduates via the alumnus publication,
via the email newsletter and
through invitations to events which
are hosted both within South Africa
and abroad.
A celebratory lunch for the cum
laude, summa cum laude and PhD
graduates will be co-ordinated on
behalf of the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Malegapuru Makgoba.
This lunch which will take place in
June will acknowledge the great
academic achievements of this
cohort of graduates and provide an
opportunity to reinforce the message
that all alumni are ambassadors for
their alma mater and have a very
important role to play.

- Finn Christensen
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THE Alumni Affairs Office had a
very busy March preparing for the
April 2007 graduations. One of the
largest tasks associated with this
important series of graduations was
the securing, printing and collating
of materials for the nearly 7 500
graduation packages which were
distributed to the graduates at each
of the 19 ceremonies. These packs
contained a joint congratulatory
letter from André Young (President
and Chair of Convocation) and
Finn Christensen (Alumni Affairs
Manager), information on
Entrepreneurship and Leadership
Workshops specifically organised
for these graduates, a Convocation
Membership Form, a Change of
Address Form and a copy of the
alumnus publication: UKZNTouch.
In addition to these Packs, a 2007/
2008 calendar produced by the
Alumni Affairs Office was given to
each graduate.

Picture: Supplied

Welcome to new alumni

Mr Moodley graduated with a
Bachelor of Pharmacy Degree at
the Westville campus in 1998. He
worked as a retail pharmacist for
the Pharmacross Group and
lectured Pharmacology at the
Durban Institute of Technology and
part-time at UKZN to Occupational
Therapy and Physiotherapy students. He is currently employed by
Aspen Pharmacare as the National
Training Manager responsible for
new rep training, on-going training
and new product launches.

Dr Lyn Middleton.
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Law boffins
Ms Keren Oliver completed her LLB summa cum laude. She is currently serving articles at Webber Wentzel
Bowens in Johannesburg. The Faculty of Law awarded her the Ivan Jon Goldberg Prize for the best final
year student and the Ray Leon Prize for the best student in Administrative Law.
Mr Paul Boyce completed his LLB summa cum laude. He is serving articles at Webber Wentzel Bowens in
Johannesburg.

Top
Engineer
LUKE John Harrison (22) graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor
of Science in Electronic Engineering. He was named the best engineering
student and also received the Engineering Council of South Africa Merit
Medal.
Mr Harrison’s accolades include the Dean’s commendation from second
year through to fourth year for both the first and second semesters. He
received the Conlog Prize for the best third year second semester design
project and the Altech award for best final year design student. In his
third and fourth years he won the South African Institute Measurements
and Controls award as best control systems student.
He is currently studying towards a Masters Degree which is funded by
Telkom. His research topic is Cross Layer Scheduling Design for MIMO
Communication Systems where he is researching cellular networks that
could possibly be used as 4G, (currently cellular phones are using the
3G system).
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Mr Harrison says that his parents have been the pillar of strength behind
his success. They have always reminded him to balance his life and stay
focused in order to succeed. “My success has actually come as a surprise
to me because I was just an average student at high school. My passion
started developing when I realised that this degree is what I really wanted.
I’ve stayed focused and thorough all the way through.”
- Thembeka Dlungwane

Keren Oliver.

Paul Boyce.

“Strive for success
success” Psychology

achiever

MISS Phathisani Ngulube is a
21-year-old BSc Operations
Research graduate. She received
her degree summa cum laude
within the Faculty of Science and
Agriculture. She is currently
studying towards an Honours
Degree in Statistics.
Miss Ngulube matriculated at St
Dominic’s High School in
Zimbabwe. She received the
Dean’s commendation throughout
her academic career.
“In order to succeed a person
should work hard from the first
Miss Phathisani Ngulube

day. It is very important to get your
priorities right and strive for
success in all you do. I was lucky
to have a very good support system.
Without my parents and my friends
and colleagues I wouldn’t have
achieved all this. I don’t ever forget
to pray” says Miss Ngulube.

BLIND graduate Miss Kristy Anne
Greener received a standing
ovation when she graduated with
her Bachelor of Social Science in
Psychology summa cum laude.

disability no university would
accept her. She was finally accepted at UKZN to study
Psychology which she thoroughly
enjoyed.

Miss Greener has been an outstanding performer throughout her
academic career. Among her
achievements are the Dean’s Commendation and Certificates of
Merit from the University.

She says that she has been successful because she communicated with
her lecturers whenever she needed
help. “Don’t be afraid to ask for
help. Speak out and your lecturers
will be able to help you”. She is
currently studying towards an
Honours degree in Psychology.

Psychology was not Miss
Greener’s degree of choice. Her
dream was to become a physiotherapist, but because of her
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Mr Mongezi Ngidi (22) graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts in Media
Ethics. Well known for his book
Black or White? which was
published last year, Mr Ngidi is
actively involved in UKZN’s
Disability Unit. He is currently
studying towards an Honours
Degree in Media Studies.
- Thembeka Dlungwane
Mr Mongezi Ngidi.
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- Thembeka Dlungwane

Miss Kristy Anne Greener.

Eight Doctors in Education
T

he Faculty of Education has
produced eight female
doctoral graduates. Since
the birth of UKZN in 2004, the
Faculty has graduated 38 doctorates. This is more than the 31 that
graduated from the two previous
institutions combined in the nine
years preceding the merger.
Professor Renuka Vithal, Dean of
the Faculty of Education, is proud
of her Faculty’s achievements:

Deputy Dean in charge of Postgraduate Studies and research in
the Faculty, Professor Relebohile
Moletsane adds: “We are particularly proud of (our) staff
members who have attained their
PhDs while carrying full teaching
and supervision loads”.
Dr Sharita Bharuthram obtained
her Doctor of Philosophy after
conducting a study on “Developing
Reading Strategies in Higher Education through the use of integrated
reading/ writing activities: A study
at a University of Technology in
South Africa”. She is a lecturer and
facilitator at the Learning Centre,
University of Johannesburg.
The study was implemented
through an action research project,
which was conducted in parallel
with an ethnographic inquiry into
students’ reading and writing
worlds and practices.
Professor R Balfour supervised the
study.
Dr Hasina Banu Ebrahim investigated “Constructions of childhood
for and by children in two Early
Childhood Centres in the Province
of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa:
An Ethnographic Study.” She is the
discipline leader for Early
Childhood/Foundation phase
studies in the Faculty of Education
on the Edgewood campus.
This thesis makes a scholarly
contribution to the underresearched field of early childhood
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“The new University has made new
demands on what it means to
become an academic, a researcher
and a scholar. In the past four years
21 staff in the Faculty of Education
rose to this challenge and gained
their doctorates. That they are all
women this year bodes well for
redressing the huge underrepresentation of women, and
especially black women, in senior
positions in the University. Overall,
43% (52) of the 122 permanent
staff in the Faculty now have their
doctorates, well above the current
University figure of 33%.”

(l-r) Dr Jean Dorothy Stuart; Dr Sithabile Ntombela; Dr Hasina Banu Ebrahim; and Dr Sharita Bharuthram.

education in South Africa by using
multiple lenses to examine how
early childhood is constructed in
private, centre-based environments
for children and by young children.
In focusing on the lived realities of
childhood, the study enters unfamiliar spaces that raise new
questions about early childhood
centres, teachers, and young children in early childhood education.
Professor A Muthukrishna supervised the study.
Dr Sithabile Ntombela’s thesis is
entitled “The Complexity of Educational Policy Dissemination in
the South African context: A case
study of Inclusive Education
Policy in Selected Schools in
Greater Durban.”
Dr Ntombela lectures in Inclusive
and Educational Psychology in
Educational Studies on the Edgewood campus. She found that,
while post-apartheid education
policies are arguably among the
best internationally, this is not
enough. Effective implementation
is what changes school culture and
classroom practice. The complexities of education policy dissemination and the factors that

might explain implementation
failure are the focus of her study.

Certificate in Education and for
Academic Qualifications.

Professor R Moletsane and Professor G Maré supervised the study.

An expert in Science Education, Dr
Mthiyane looked at the participation of women in Science and
Mathematics-related education.
Her study provides insight into why
some under-resourced rural schools
consistently produce girls who are
motivated to continue with science
at university level and succeed.

Dr Jean Dorothy Stuart explored
ways in which visual arts-based
approaches and media can be used
in education, particularly with preservice teachers, to address
challenges related to HIV and
AIDS. She lectures in the School
of Languages, Literacies, Media
and Drama Education, and she is
discipline head of Media in
Education and the Director of the
Centre for Visual Methodologies
and Social Change.
Professor C Mitchell supervised
the study.
Dr
Cynthia
Nonhlanhla
Mthiyane undertook a study on
“Factors affecting Success in
Science and Mathematics amongst
African girls: A case study of three
high schools in KwaZulu-Natal.”
She lectures in the Bachelor of
Education programme in the
School of Education and Development on the Pietermaritzburg
campus. She is also the Coordinator of the Postgraduate

Dr V Wedekind supervised the
study.
The title of Dr Nirmala Balkaran
thesis is “Teacher Desegration in
KwaZulu-Natal: A Spatial
Analysis”. Her study reaffirms the
contention that while teacher
desegregation has occurred to a
limited extent, it has not contributed substantially to the
realisation of non-racialism and
that the effects of history endure
significantly.
Professor R Sookrajh supervised
the study.
Dr Robin Joubert’s study is
entitled “Indigenous Fruit from
Exotic Roots? Revisiting the South
African Occupational Therapy

Curriculum.” She is a senior
lecturer and academic co-ordinator
in Occupational Therapy in the
Faculty of Health Sciences on the
Westville campus.
Drawing near to retirement Dr
Joubert felt she wanted to leave
something tangible behind for her
profession. She is involved in a
service learning project in the
Ngcolosi tribal district (Valley of
1000 hills) where she supervises
rehabilitation students in a project
which assists mothers/caregivers of
children with disabilities.
Dr Z Naidoo and Professor MA
Samuel supervised the study.
Dr Lorraine Pushpram Singh
investigated “Birth and Regeneration: The Arts and Culture
curriculum in South Africa.” She
is a Lecturer in Drama Education
in the School of Language,
Literacies, Media and Drama
Education in the Faculty of Education on the Edgewood campus.
She runs a Saturday drama school
on campus for a group of learners
from a school in Clermont.
Professor CM Malcolm supervised
the study.
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UKZN Fellowships
PROFESSOR Duncan Brown of
the School of Literary Studies,
Media and Creative Arts and
Professor Anna Coutsoudis of the
Department of Paediatrics and
Child Health have been admitted
to the Society of Fellows at UKZN
for distinguished achievement in
their disciplines.
Professor Brown has published
widely in the field of South African
literary and cultural studies. His
contribution to literature is
illustrated in his books Voicing the
Text (1998), and Oral Literature
and Performance in Southern
Africa (1999). Both books have
been well received by orality and
performance scholars in the US and
Europe. His latest book To Speak
of this Land: Identity and
Belonging in South Africa and
Beyond published in 2006 is an
interdisciplinary study of identity,
textuality and belonging.

Professor Brown is a joint editor
of the SAPSE-accredited journal,
Current Wing, and a member of the
editorial board of the SAPSEaccredited journal, Scrutiny2. He
has served for a number of peer
reviewed journals, both locally and
internationally.
Professor Brown has been appointed
Overseas Professorial Research
Fellow at the Ferguson Centre for
African and Asian Studies, Open
University, United Kingdom for
2006-2008, in which capacity he has
initiated a collaborative research
project on “Religion and Spirituality
in a Postcolonial Context”.
“I regard this award as a great
honour, as it is one of the highest
awards made by the University in
recognition of work which contributes to the national and international profile of the institution,”
he said.

She has served on the board of the
Child Health and Nutrition Research Initiative, an international
initiative of The Global Forum.
Recently, she has been elected as
Chairperson of the Technical
Steering Committee of the World
Health Organisation, Child and
Adolescent Health Department and
therefore plays a key role in
reviewing World Health Organisation policies.

Professor Duncan Brown.

Professor Anna Coutsoudis.

Professor Coutsoudis is an
esteemed academic and researcher
who has received a string of accolades for research into vitamin A
and nutrition and especially in the
field of perinatal HIV.

exclusive breastfeeding in reducing
the risk of mother to child transmission of HIV. She is a founder
of the church-affiliated organisation, iThemba Lethu, which
works to prevent HIV infection in
young people and also assists with
the integration of AIDS orphans
into families.

Her most recent research is an
investigation into the impact of

“This award sends out a message
to the disempowered women and
children of South Africa that they
are important as well as showing
that our University’s mandate is not
only academic excellence but also
playing a part in addressing the
inequities in our society” said
Professor Coutsoudis.

- Thembeka Dlungwane

Distinguished Teachers
DISTINGUISHED Teachers’
Awards were presented to four
academics in recognition of their
contribution to the teaching and
learning process at the University.
Professor Michael Green is a
Senior Professor and Academic
Co-ordinator of English Studies.
The Distinguished Teachers Award
is in recognition of his design,
introduction, and teaching of a
Creative Writing track through the
undergraduate and postgraduate
levels of English Studies.
Professor Green supervised the
first Masters Degree in Creative
Writing awarded by UKZN in
2002. He has completed the supervision of three more degrees, two
of which were awarded with distinction, and is currently supervising a fourth. He is a previous
recipient of the Distinguished
Teacher Award in1998 and an
Excellent Teaching Award in 1997.
He has taught Creative Writing at
the University of Texas at Austin
as an Exchange Professor and spent
a year as a Commonwealth Fellow
at the School of Oriental and
African Studies in London.
Professor Trevor Hill, Senior
Lecturer in Geography has a
passion for teaching (including
studying for a post-graduate
diploma in teaching) with a
particular focus on field-based
courses.
His teaching approach has been
strongly formulated around two

8

Professor Michael Green.

Professor Trevor Hill.

Mrs Sally Hobden.

Professor Delia North.

mottos. The first is ‘get in the
field and get your hands dirty’.
“My joy is my teaching, teaching
well, and sharing experiences
with students and fellow staff
members, a bond which is
enforced whilst on field trips. I
feel very privileged to have this
vocation and hope it will inspire
others to adopt my second motto:
‘never let your work get in the
way of your education’”.

given to achievements in research.
This award is important to me
because it recognises the time and
effort I have put into my teaching.
I am very aware of the sacrifices
made by some families to send their
young people to university and
think that they deserve excellent
teaching,” she said.

She is a member of the South Africa
Statistical Association Executive
Committee, Chair of the South
African Statistical Association
Education Committee and sits on
the Executive Committee for the
International Association for

Statistics Education. She has
recently been nominated as VicePresident of the International
Association for Statistics
Education (IASE).

Mrs Sally Hobden is a Lecturer
in the Faculty of Education: School
of Science, Mathematics and
Technology Education. She has
written extensive course material
for the primary mathematics education modules, and the foundation
mathematical literacy module for
pre-service teachers without a
grade 12 pass in mathematics.
“An academic is required to work
in the areas of research, teaching
and community engagement, but all
too often the visible recognition is

- Thembeka Dlungwane

Head of the School of Statistics and
Actuarial Science, Professor Delia
North has served the University for
more than 25 years. She has not
confined herself to teaching, but
has also been actively involved in
the design of the Statistics curriculum.
Professor North has received
several awards in recognition of
her outstanding work, including
the Annual Excellence Award
from ESKOM in 2002, an award
of appreciation from the Department of Education in 2003, and
the Golden Key International
Honorary Award in 2004.
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