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on the origins of UKZN

Historians and academics presented insightful perspectives of the origins of UKZN at the 2010 Peter Brown Memorial Seminar on the
Pietermaritzburg campus on September 9.
Words & Photo: Neesha Maharaj

T

he annual Seminar,
organised by the Alan
Paton Centre and Struggle
Archives; and sponsored by UKZN’s
College of Humanities painted a
colourful picture of individuals
who pioneered initiatives aimed
at developing education at the
University and its role in the political
struggle during the apartheid era.

Presenting a paper on the Origins of University Education in KwaZulu-Natal, Emeritus Professor
of History Bill Guest, recounted
the province’s endeavours to develop Higher Education in the
region. He noted that the idea
for the establishment of a University in Natal materialised in
1875 with William O’Brien and
CJ Mudie among the individuals spearheading the project.
However, limited government
funding prevented the inception
of the “Royal College of Natal”
despite the drafting of legislation
for this purpose. Professor Guest
said while the project had been
shelved, Sam Campbell had
been instrumental in touting for
a university in Natal and encouraged an interest among citizens
in Durban. In spite of the various challenges, Professor Guest
said the Natal University Act,
promulgated in 1909 resulted in
the creation of the Natal University College in Pietermaritzburg,
with the first batch of students
been admitted in 1910 in humanities, science and commerce
disciplines.
Dr Julie Parle’s presentation
titled:
‘Energ y…Goodwill…and
Action’: Florence MacDonald, Mable
Palmer, and the Paradox of Separate Education at Natal University,
1920s-1950s was a reflection of

Professor Bill Guest, Dr Julie Parle and Professor Suleman Dangor were among the presenters at the Peter
Brown Memorial Seminar.

the powerful role of two women,
Dr Mabel Palmer and Mrs Florence MacDonald in opening up
Higher Education opportunities
to Black students in the face of
determined opposition. Describing Dr Palmer as “formidable”
and “a principled pragmatist”,
Dr Parle said that Mabel Palmer
was behind the advent of parttime classes for Black students
in the disciplines of law and humanities because science education was not opened to them. Dr
Palmer introduced holiday classes at Adams College for Black
students and introduced a taxi
transport system which transported students and a library
service. Mrs MacDonald assisted
Dr Palmer in her initiatives and
played a significant role in the
provision of lectures in the disciplines of Education, English and

History. According to Dr Parle,
the two women were largely responsible for increasing the number of Black students studying at
the University from 13 to 300. By
1963, their efforts had seen 666
Black students graduate.
Dr Vanessa Noble, an academic in the Department of
History on the Pietermaritzburg
campus highlighted the Medical School’s creation in the
presentation, A History of the
University of Natal Medical School
(1950s-1980s). She is in the process
of converting 10 years of research
on the Medical School into a
book. Dr Noble said the World
War II years had brought a liberal
climate with certain sectors in
favour of admitting Black students
to pursue medical studies at Wits
University in Johannesburg for
example. She said prior to this

attempts were made by James
McCord to train African students
to work as Medical Assistants in
hospitals.
Dr Noble said a skewed admissions policy for Black students
intending to study Medicine existed, therefore in the 1950s plans
were afoot to open up a University of Natal Medical College
solely for Black students. Students questioned the standard of
education they received and were
concerned by racially segregated
clinical training and living in
segregated residential facilities.
According to Dr Noble while
Black students suffered indignity and inequities in the medical education they received, they
viewed the new Medical College
as a “rare opportunity” to enter
a profession they were previously
denied access to, and therefore

took advantage of studying at the
College.
Professor Suleman Dangor, a
Professor in the School of Theology and Religious Studies was
among the first Indian students
to be educated on Salisbury Island. He took guests through his
own personal experiences while
studying on the Island. He said
he was among the students who
were against introducing a separate University (the University of
Durban-Westville) for Indians
only. He said at the time there
had been much tension between
students and predominantly Afrikaner lecturers who didn’t converse well in English.
Dr David Hemson gave a
paper on the history of student
opposition on the Durban campus. He spoke about the roles
played by Rick Turner and Steve
Biko, amongst others, and by the
Wages Commission, run by the
National Union of South African
Students (NUSAS) from 1962 to
1981.
The final paper of the morning was given by Professors Colin Gardner and John Aitchison
on Liberal and radical opposition to
apartheid on the University of Natal,
Pietermaritzburg campus, 19601994. Professor Aitchison said
that an extremely important
contribution was made by the
University in providing violence
unrest monitoring during the turbulent period between 1987 and
1994. The information showed
that what was happening was not
Black-on-Black violence, but was
caused by actions by either the
state or renegade factions within
the state. Without that information there may have been a very
different South Africa today.

Students enjoy
Scrutinize campaign

UKZN students enjoyed a vibrant Scrutinize campaign
organized by DramAidE, a non-governmental organisation,
at the Howard College campus, on September 16.
Words & Photo: Lunga Memela

T

he event was sponsored by
the United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) through Johns Hopkins
Health & Education South Africa
(JHHESA). DramAidE’s role is to
implement the Scrutinize concept
at grass-roots level through training
student peer educators and offering
support.

Some of the highlights of
the event for the students were
seeing local celebrities, Mr
Fezile Makhanya, Comedian,
Mr Joey Rasdien, and Kwaito
stars, ‘Big NUZ’ who provided
the ‘edutainment’ element of the
day’s programme. Themes were
extracted from the Scrutinize
campaign’s animerts, as seen on
South African television, and
students participated in activities
intended to raise awareness
for HIV/AIDS prevention and
highlight the severity of the

pandemic amongst tertiary
students.
“We have taken the Scrutinize
campaign to several institutions
throughout South Africa and
decided that since we are based
at UKZN, this campus would
need to be part of the Scrutinize
craze amongst the youth,” said
Ms Karen Peters a DramAidE
staff member.
DramAidE
has
worked
with the University’s Campus
HIV/AIDS Support Unit and
peer educators who mobilised
students during the campaign
for three days prior to the event.
Activities hosted by the peer
educators included evening talk
shows in residences, a candlelighting ceremony and a hip-hop
dance competition. Flyers were
distributed and posters were
put up. A Scrutinize mural was
created outside the Rick Turner
Student Union building.

Faculty of Law staff with Dr Ann Skelton (third from left) at the Faculty’s Centenary Lecture.

Children’s Rights
versus Freedom of Expression

“In our justice system, there is no right that is considered to be more important than
the other,” said Human Rights Lawyer and NRF-rated researcher Dr Ann Skelton at the
Faculty of Law’s Centenary Lecture on the Pietermaritzburg campus on September 10.
Words & Photo: Sithembile Shabangu

T

he lecture was part of a
series of lectures to mark
the celebration of 100 years
of Higher Education in KwaZuluNatal and the teaching of law since
1910. Dr Skelton examined the
juxtaposition between a child’s right
to privacy and the right to freedom
of expression.

Dr Skelton graduated with
a BA LLB from the University
in 1985. She holds an LLD
(Doctor of Law degree) from the
University of Pretoria and has
worked as a human rights lawyer
for the past 20 years. She has
specialised as a children’s rights
lawyer since 1992.
Dr Skelton said that children’s
rights lawyers often find themselves at odds with other human
rights lawyers because the issues
that they handle can sometimes

Students participate in the Scrutinize campaign.

militate against one another.
However she warned that
whilst children’s rights need
protection, they should not be
used to distort issues or obscure
the need to protect other rights.
Nevertheless, the primacy of
children’s rights in South Africa is
praiseworthy. “South Africa has
one of the most comprehensive
children’s rights sections in the
world and this is an example
of a very good children’s rights
clause,” added Dr Skelton.
“Sometimes we have to limit
freedoms because of the need to
balance rights and take account
of the vulnerability of children,”
said Dr Skelton. She cited the
Eugene Terreblanche murder
trial as an example, in which one
of the accused is a minor, where
various media groups have put
in an application to be able to sit

in on the trial because they say
that the matter is in the public
interest.
She added that advocates in
both camps tend to take the moral
high ground. The advocates
for media always emphasise its
importance to democracy and
to accountability, and children’s
rights lawyers concentrate on
the vulnerability of children,
protection and privacy.
Another example was that of
the Zuma-Khoza child, where
although the story was in the
public interest, the right to know
went too far and affected the
child’s right to privacy when they
published her birth certificate.
She added that it was not
necessary to identify the child.
She concluded by saying:
“Total liberty for the wolves is
death of the lambs.”

College of Health Sciences
Research Symposium
The College of Health Sciences’ annual Research Symposium from September 14-15
highlighted research output in the College.
Words: Lunga Memela Photo: Albert Hirasen

T

he Symposium attracted a
host of health professionals,
students, and members of
the general public.

The annual Symposium
is designed to showcase and
highlight the recent scientific,
clinical, laboratory-based and
community-based research from
the two Faculties that constitute
the College and to foster collaborative research studies.
In her welcome address, Dean
of the Faculty of Health Sciences,
Professor Sabiha Essack said that
2
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in translating the University’s
research goals, the College subscribes to an underpinning and
overarching research ethos in
all its academic activities, especially research-led teaching and
learning and evidence-based best
practice.
“The College also subscribes
to multi-disciplinary research
recognising that the burden of
disease in the country necessitates multi-professional healthcare teams [that] work towards
shared goals related to health
outcomes,” she said.

The symposium comprised
an array of oral and poster presentations (totalling 64) on research projects, current research
initiatives, and research opportunities within the Health Sciences.
The Director of Indigenous
Knowledge Systems (Health)
Lead Programme (IKS) at the
Medical Research Council, Dr
Motlalepula Gilbert Matsabisa
gave an insightful presentation
on traditional medicine research.
He noted that out of 5 000 medicines tested, only five reach
clinical trials. He stressed that:
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Staff and students from the Discipline of Medical Bio-chemistry showcasing their posters.

“You’ve got to be able to translate your research to benefit the
economy and the well-being of
people.”
Students also benefited from
presentations on research in Antarctica by Professor Jon Rash
from UKZN’s School of Physics
and Professor Valarie Mizrahi
from the University of the WitU N I V E R S I T Y

O F

watersrand’s Molecular Mycobacteriology Research Unit.
PhD student in Nursing
Mrs Sindi Mthembu said it
was a bit overwhelming to be
presenting her study inspired by
the Department of Education’s
White Paper on transformation
in Higher Education.
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Renewable Energy
Offers business opportunities

The Centre for Entrepreneurship hosted a lecture on the Howard College campus
to inform students about business and career opportunities available in the growing
Renewable Energy sector.
Words & Photo: Sithembile Shabangu

T

he lecture, presented by
Mr Florian Kroeber from
Astrum Energy, is part of the
OPPSHOP series which attempts to
instil a culture of entrepreneurship
amongst students. The Director
of the Centre, Professor Shahida
Cassim, said that the OPPSHOP
workshops aim at inspiring students
to consider business ideas during
their time at university.

Mr Kroeber talked about
the factors contributing to the
growth of demand for renewable energy, the commercial applications within the sector and
market opportunities in various
applications, which led to the
discussion of business, and career
opportunities in the renewable
energy sector.
He pointed out that about 25
percent of South Africa’s population still had no access to electricity. He reviewed the proportions
of global power supply coming
from alternative power options
and said that wind energy was

Mr Doug Engelbrecht from the School of Management; Director of the
Centre for Entrepreneurship, Professor Shahida Cassim; and Mr Florian
Kroeber from Astrum Energy.

showing signs of being the most
powerful.
Potential job and business
opportunities in the sector include project development, environmental impact consulting,
process consulting, demand site
management, research and development, components and
equipment manufacturing.
Kroeber undertook an interesting assessment of the various opportunities by examining

the entry requirements; start up
capital; revenue streams; opportunities and risks associated with
each. He encouraged students to
undertake this type of analysis as
a first step in starting their own
businesses.
Students responded positively
to his style and content and were
rewarded for their attendance
with special prizes and giveaways courtesy of the University.

Sociology Professor

His analysis indicates, however that despite challenging
circumstances,
NGOs
have
seen a growth in terms of the
type of services they provide
and outreach to communities,
over the last 20 years making
them “indispensible”. According
to Professor Sooryamoorthy,
developing societies in the Asian
and African continents have been
dependent on NGOs.
EDGEWOOD
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Professor Radhamany
Sooryamoorthy.

Professor Sooryamoorthy’s
interest in NGOs grew following a stint assisting in a research
study at the Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad (KSSP), an NGO
aimed at popularising science, in
1986 after obtaining his Masters
in Sociology degree.
Professor
Sooryamoorthy
said his experience of researching and writing this, his eighth
book, had been a pleasure in that
the data had opened new insights
into the realities of life, expanded
his knowledge base on NGOs,
and would be of benefit to others
within the NGO sector.
Professor Sooryamoorthy’s
earlier publications in this area
include: the Science in Participatory
Development and NGOs in India: A
Cross Sectional Study.

•

UKZN’s School of Statistics and Actuarial Science
upheld its tradition of excellence when two of its
Masters students won prizes in the 2010 South African
Statistics Association (SASA) Postgraduate Student Paper
Competition.

M
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Win statistics awards

s Lise Werner and Ms
Nonhlanhla Yende were
placed first and third
in the competition for their papers
which focused on HIV/Aids research.
They join previous UZKN winners of
national statistics prizes – students
from UKZN’s School of Statistics
and Actuarial Science regularly win
national Honours project prizes and
last year the prize for the best PhD
paper in statistics went to a UKZN
student in Financial Mathematics.

NGOs in Kerala: Coherence and Incongruity by Professor
Radhamany Sooryamoorthy, an Associate Professor in Sociology
at UKZN reiterates the integral role of non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) in development in third world countries.
“The position NGOs have
taken in assisting, complementing
and supporting developmental
activities worldwide is well
acknowledged and recognised.
Rightly called the `magic bullets’,
NGOs often supplement the efforts
of governments in development,”
said Professor Sooryamoorthy.
Professor
Sooryamoorthy
said the trends of NGO activity in the region would be useful to NGOs in other developing
countries. Points he puts forth
in his book include: that NGOS
emerge in a society to address
problems relating to poverty,
unemployment, health and lack
of basic facilities; an NGO will
change its “complexion” having
achieved its initial objective and
attend to new needs; and a correlation exists between the type of
NGO and the area of its origin,
which in turn depends on the
needs of specific communities.

UKZN women

Words & Photo: Vicky Crookes

Publishes new book
he book resulting out of
a quantitative analysis of
367 NGOs in the State of
Kerala, South India emphasises
the need for coherence between
objectives, strategies, programmes
and beneficiaries of NGOs to
enable their success. A significant
discovery documented in the book
is the existence of “incongruity and
incoherence” among many of the
367 NGOs that had come under
scrutiny.

Ms Lise Werner and Ms Nonhlanhla Yende.
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The national competition,
which is sponsored by Statistics
South Africa, is open to all
students enrolled for Masters
or PhDs in Statistics at South
African tertiary institutions.
The adjudication process follows
a strict protocol and, even
though the judges are from the
various universities, the names
and institutions of the entrants
are removed so as to eliminate
any bias.
Both supervised by Dr Henry
Mwambi from Pietermaritzburg, Ms Werner and Ms Yende
are currently employed as statisticians by the Centre for the
Aids Programme of Research in
South Africa (CAPRISA), based
at UKZN’s Medical School in
Durban. They were both extremely excited when they heard
they had won the prizes as they

WESTVILLE

did not expect to win. “I had
sent in my paper without expecting anything and then out of the
blue we get this email congratulating us,” said Ms Werner.
Ms Werner’s research involved a cohort of women in the
CAPRISA 002: Acute Infection Study. She focused on what
happens in acute HIV infection
before antiretroviral therapy
(ARV) treatment is implemented.
Specifically, she looked at CD4
counts and viral loads, fitting statistical models to the data.
Ms Yende identified biomedical and socio-demographic factors or variables associated with
the higher rate of increase or
recovery in CD4 + count in patients on ARVs. The most challenging aspect of her research
was the application of the statistical method using the SAS
software as well as juggling study
and full-time work.
An ecstatic Head of School,
Professor Delia North, said: “It
is amazing that two out of three
prizes came from our School and
even better, from the same supervisor…it is a good reflection
on the type of supervision that
is being conducted by Henry, as
well as an indication of the standard of statistics training these
students received in their undergraduate and honours years.”
U K Z N D A B A
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Faculty of Education
opens refurbished building
“A professional teacher is what a doctor is to his patient,” observed the MEC
for Education in Kwazulu-Natal, Mr Senzo Mchunu, who officially opened the
refurbished Main Tutorial Building at the Edgewood campus on September 8.
Words & Photo: Lunga Memela

T

he event marked a
significant milestone in the
Faculty’s efforts to enhance
teacher education and improve
teaching and learning in South
Africa.

important role of educators, for
their pupils, university students
and the South African community at large.
Mr Mchunu raised national
issues of concern that the Faculty
is placing itself to address, such
as the ‘teaching crisis’ in South
Africa; the increasing loss of
teachers each year; the lack of
skilled teachers in critical subjects
such as mathematics, science, and
accounting; and the alarming
number of 11 000 teachers both
under-qualified and unqualified
that are currently serving in the
profession.
“We need a well trained army
of teachers in South Africa...
There is no country in the world
that will tell you that they have
the ideal system of education,”
said Mr Mchunu. “You can go
anywhere in the world and everybody wants quality education; rural and urban,” he added.
Reflecting on the public service
strike, Mr Mchunu said that the
Department of Education was very
glad that teachers were back in their
classrooms and they will be going to
several schools to monitor teaching
and learning after the strike.
Mr Mchunu also said that the
Department of Education is trying to strengthen the South African education system by introducing external examinations for
grades 3, 6 and 9 in mathematics
and mathematics literacy. He expressed his confidence in the Faculty of Education to find innovative ways to similarly strengthen
teaching and learning at the University.
Professor Samuel said he was
honoured to be standing before
the gathering after many years

of hard work and thanked every
stakeholder that has played a role
in the completion of this first phase
of the Faculty’s development.
Professor Samuel also highlighted that the Faculty encourages rural students and students
Dean of the Faculty of Edurepresentative of all demographic
cation, Professor Michael Samuel
groups to register to study as
said that R33 million was spent
teachers. He introduced Professor Mr Concord Nkabinde on stage.
on the refurbishment, which was
Relebohile Moletsane who has
only the first phase of Edgewood’s
been appointed as Professor and
development under UKZN’s MX
Dr JL Dube Chair in Rural Edu16 projects – the University’s
cation at UKZN.
merger-related projects designed
President of the Students’ Repto enhance teaching and learning.
resentative Council at Edgewood
Alterations to the buildcampus, Ms Siphesihle Khanyase Musician and UKZN alumnus Mr Concord Nkabinde
ing spaces have been designed
said that Edgewood students were
to accommodate state-of-theparticularly enjoying the wireless is a sterling example for students in the Faculty of
art equipment for teaching and
internet connection. “Siyabonga! Humanities, Development and Social Sciences (HDSS),
learning and new spaces for inAsiphezi ngalesi sakhiwo esakhparticularly the School of Music.
and out-of-classroom learning
iwe.” (“Thank you! We dearly
and teaching. This includes;
appreciate the new physical infra- Words: Lunga Memela Photo: Marriet Kloppers
• Additional large lecture theatre
structure.”), she added.
is early musical exposure
who showed no respect for music
venues accommodating approxiPhase Two of the refurbishor the Arts, yet they thought that
took place in church and
mately 200 students each;
ment is currently being reviewed
your service would add value to
in gospel bands in Soweto.
• New learning area network (LAN)
by the Department of Higher Edtheir product.“We find ourselves
laboratories;
ucation and Training (DOHET). Armed with a Bachelor of Music
constantly having to educate cli• A new Professional Practicum
The new project entails re- degree in Jazz Studies from UKZN,
ents and people in general on the
Office to support the developmodelling the former Student Mr Nkabinde became a full-time
importance of the Arts in any nament of mentorship among the
Dining hall into a lecture theatre music teacher in Soweto and
tion.
teachers in approximately 450
complex, which could also serve Johannesburg. He then decided
“When it comes to trust
schools. These teachers and
as a stand-alone conference cen- to pursue a career as a studio and
from
financial institutions, as an
principals partner with UKZN
tre and remodelling the student touring musician.
independent business, it means
in school-based teaching pracservices facilities on the campus.
Today, Mr Nkabinde is the you don’t make guaranteed
tice.
The additions include office space
• An innovative set-up of a Teachfor the Health Clinic and Student sole owner Drocnoc Music cc and money at the same time every
ing and Learning Commons which
Counselling, the Residences Of- a musician, composer, producer month,” said Mr Nkabinde. “You
make money when you make
emulates the best forms of sysfice and the International Office. and music educator.
Just
what
is
it
that
gives
one
money. So the challenge is to be
tematic yet informal learning
A much-needed bookstore on the
the
courage
to
plunge
into
what
so disciplined with your business
and teaching pedagogical spaccampus and additional staff ofis
usually
perceived
as
the
lowest
operations and finances so that
es in higher education.
fices are also envisaged. Larger
paying
of
professions:
‘the
arts’?
banks cannot help but see you as
In his keynote address, Mr
lecture theatres, a conferencing
Mchunu said that he is very proud
room, additional seminar rooms, Mr Nkabinde says that there is a stable and a well run business.”
Mr Nkabinde thanks his
of Edgewood’s new physical inand extended office spaces are nothing as fulfilling as spending
frastructure and the University’s
amongst other initiatives for the every day of your life doing mother who has been the greatest
something that you are passionate source of support for his success.
mission to promote quality teachcampus.
about and that really stimulates “It is amazing how one person
ing and learning. He stressed the
you. “There are way too many can give and sacrifice so much for
people who are doing jobs they another,” he said. “The stories of
hate and we know how this causes resilience of the people of South
heavy stress levels. Don’t become Africa, who have had to, and still
a statistic. Find your passion and have to, rise from political, social
pursue it,” he said.
and emotional ashes continue to
“In my profession no two days inspire me on a day-to-day basis,”
are the same, which is what makes he added.
my work interesting and makes
Mr Nkabinde said that
me look forward to each new day,” studying at UKZN was a choice
said Mr Nkabinde. He provides a he would never regret. “I can
variety of services from live musical comfortably say my life and future
performances for different events, were shaped at UKZN, not just
to composing music for television academically but socially and
and film, facilitating music and politically as well. To be at an
music business workshops, and institution that was busy finding
producing recordings of other itself in South Africa’s new socioartists and also sits on a number political dispensation had a direct
of boards in the music industry. In impact in me finding myself.
2006, Mr Nkabinde received the Whilst at UKZN, I saw endless
prestigious Standard Bank Young possibilities ahead and endless
Artist Award for Jazz.
routes to those possibilities. Also,
From left Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Teaching and Learning, Professor Renuka Vithal (back); Dean of Education,
He said that the main chal- Durban’s pace and climate are
Professor Michael Samuel; Vice-Chancellor, Professor Malegapuru Makgoba and the MEC for Education in lenge faced by musicians in South perfect for studying purposes,” he
Kwazulu-Natal, Mr Senzo Mchunu at the opening ceremony.
Africa was dealing with people said.
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A Day in the Life of …
Music Maestro Concord Nkabinde
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Protection of Information Bill
“can be used against any person”

“It can be used against any person at any time, in any respect” was the response of former SABC board member and current Deputy Dean
of Humanities at UKZN, Professor Ruth Teer-Tomaselli, when identifying what, in her opinion, is the single greatest danger of the proposed
Protection of Information Bill.
Words: Damien Tomaselli Photos: Supplied

T

he uncertainty that this
generates is perhaps the
most dangerous factor
that is presented by the Bill, as
it stimulates a sense of paranoia
among media organisations. This
confusion is exacerbated by the
proposition of government for a
media appeals tribunal. “It’s not
entirely clear what the extent of
the tribunal will be. The scope and
purposes are open ended. this
creates an enormous amount of
uncertainty.” says Professor TeerTomaselli.

The proposed Bill and media tribunal have been met with
criticism from the print media at
large at both a national and international level, and have been interpreted by many as an attempt,
promoted by political motives, to
control rather than regulate access to information. This observation could be applied to the case of
Mr Mzilikazi Wa Afrika, who was
arrested by the Hawks for alleged
possession of a resignation letter,
which may or may not be fraudulent in nature. There has also
been speculation that this letter
was planted as part of an elaborate
sting exercise by unknown (or at
least unnamed) individuals in an
attempt to set up the journalist and
create an opportunity to discredit
his newspaper, The Sunday Times,
which has been fiercely critical of
corruption within political circles.
The arrest has been seen by some
as an intimidatory act propagated
to scare journalists from accessing
private information, which may
be illegal under the new act.
The arrest of Mr Wa Afrika
enhances the issue of uncertainty
as the current laws, which are still
in effect, offer no legal reason why
the arrest occurred in the first
place. This may lead journalists
to fear accessing information
at all, as they may think that
they may be arbitrarily arrested
and arbitrarily charged with
the threat of a 25 year sentence,
without any clear guidelines of
legal boundaries which may or
may not be infringed upon in the
collection of information, which
may or may not be illegal. To be
safe journalists may just ‘back off’
in order to disassociate themselves
from any potential illegal activity.
According to the African
National
Congress
(ANC),
government wants to work with
editors and media houses to
help them and to ensure that the
highest media ethical standards
are adhered to. If this is the case

EDGEWOOD
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Professor Ruth Teer-Tomaselli.

Mr Philani Makhanya.

then why does this sense of fear
and panic exist within the media?
Why have media houses across
the board responded with such
a level of resistance? One issue
would be the historical precedent
of media suppression imposed in
South Africa in the 1980s, where
the media was pressurised into
reinforcing the social and political
values of the previous government,
all in the name of “helping the
press to get it right”. According
to Professor Teer-Tomaselli,
“Given the history of the media
in this country and the way the
government have used it to stifle
media and media practitioners
on an ad hoc basis, there is very
good reason for media and media
practitioners to be distrustful of
these developments. The Bureau
for Information which came into
effect during the 1980s state of
emergency played a very similar
role to that of the proposed media
tribunal, which served as both a
threat and a tool of censorship and
persecution.”
Another primary point of
concern is that media regulation
already exists. With respect to

HOWARD COLLEGE
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the press this takes the form of
self regulation which includes
the Press Ombudsman which
can order a retraction of any
particular article to be printed.
In some circumstances media
practitioners may have to
answer to the courts for printing
misleading or illegal information.
If the letter Mr Wa Afrika holds
is a classified document, which
could be potentially damaging to
the security of the state, printing
it may be an illegal act subject to
scrutiny from the Ombudsman.
As it stands without the letter
being published no crime has been
committed. As Mr Wa Africa
reportedly asked, “Is it a crime to
receive a fax?”
Considering that various
systems of media regulation
already exist, is one more system of
regulation really that dangerous?
The credibility of the Ombudsman
to make neutral decisions has
come under criticism from the
ANC. What does government’s
suggested system offer that is not
already in existence? Primarily
the fact that it moves away from
a system of self regulation to that

•
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of state imposed regulation. The
Mercury news editor, and UKZN
alumus Mr Philani Makhanya is
of the opinion that “It is damaging
to have any interference coming
from government and government
appointed people”. The fact that
it has been suggested that these
regulators would be appointed
directly by government reinforces
the notion that they are there
to filter out negative criticism
of government rather than to
endorse standards of ethical
reporting. “The fact that these
people would be appointed by
government, for me indicates that
this is not intended for the free
flow of freedom of information.”
says Mr Makhanya, who is not
alone in this opinion.
One of the first lessons that any
journalism student is taught is how
to choose which information is
appropriate to report on, or what
is considered ‘newsworthy’. In the
case of newspapers this is largely
determined by which information
can be considered as being in the
public interest. Currently this is
decided on by the media and in
turn the public, who want to know
about what is going on in their
government. The Bill could mean
that only a handful of people
appointed by the government will
hold the ultimate decision over
what is seen to be in the public
interest.
How much does all this affect

the average person on the street?
Let us consider that the Bill was
already in effect. Would the
press have been allowed to reveal
information on the Selebi/Agliotti
case and the Arms Deal? In Mr
Makhanya’s opinion, “Definitely
not. The press has been able to
uncover so much in the last 10
years. If the Bill was in existence
it would give power to government
officials to classify information
which they could then go out
of their way to classify.” Mr
Makhanya refers to another
example which could have been
prevented from coming to light:
“...Toni Yengeni’s, discount on a
Mercedes Benz, which led to him
going to jail”.
The ANC government claims
that they understand freedom
because they fought for it. The
issue is not about who fought
for freedom, it is about the role
of media in society. Currently
that role is defined in part as
the watchdogs of society. When
government, one of the primary
institutions which media are
socially responsible for watching,
are allowed to pick and choose
what information is to be made
available to the public, what role is
left for the media?
UKZN alumnus Damien Tomaselli
is a Journalism and Film Theory
Lecturer at Boston Multi Media and
DUT Video Technology.

Social work students at UKZN
issued the following statement
in response to the Protection of
Information Bill:
“We, the third level
students of Social Work,
University of KwaZulu-Natal,
currently doing a course on
Anti-oppressive theory and
practice, express our deep
concerns about the Protection
of Information Bill. June 16th
1976, amongst others, was an
historical event that gained
national and international
media coverage which played
a vital role in the road towards
democracy. While there is much
to be desired with media ethics
at times, the power of the media
to bring about positive change
must not be underestimated.
The Protection of Information
Bill would deprive the media
of the right to freedom of
expression.
The
punitive
measures being proposed via the
Media Tribunal for journalists
that whistle-blow, mean that

many journalists would begin a
process of self censorship for fear
of being imprisoned. As citizens
we all have the right to openly
debate issues at hand without
fear and prejudice. People
have the right to information
and to know about decisions
concerning
socio-economic
and political governance that
do impact their day to day lives.
The government needs to have
a national dialogue including
all people, instead of making
unilateral choices without
listening to the views of the
people. After all the government
is “for the people” and should
live up to this slogan. Such a
Bill will diminish transparency
from government institutions,
violate our commitment to
democracy, and erode the
culture of human rights that
we, as a nation, have committed
ourselves to. It will also deepen
corruption and pave the way
for
authoritarianism
and
dictatorship.”
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Management Studies students
receive Dean’s Commendation

Eighty nine students in the Faculty of Management Studies on the Westville campus
were awarded the Dean’s Commendation for academic excellence achieved in the
first semester of 2010.
Words & Photo: Neesha Maharaj

F

irst to fourth year students
from a range of disciplines in
the Faculty were presented
with merit certificates by Professor
Lesley Stainbank, the Dean of the
Faculty and Deputy Dean, Professor
Dev Tewari at a ceremony on
September 2.

Students,
whose
overall
academic record for a semester
reflects a pass rate with dis-

tinction, qualify for the Dean’s
Commendation.
Successful
students were commended by
Faculty staff for their academic
prowess and urged to continue
with their hard work to maintain
excellent academic records.
Students were reminded that
an excellent academic track
record from the inception of their
studies meant graduating summa
cum laude and increased their

chances of securing jobs in their
disciplines.
Congratulating students on
their achievements, Professor
Stainbank encouraged them to
familiarise themselves with student exchange programmes for
possible participation; and encouraged them to continue with
postgraduate programmes available in the Faculty on completing
their undergraduate education.

Professor Pat Berjak.

Living Legends Award
for Professor Berjak

The eThekwini Municipality presented Professor Pat
Berjak with the Living Legend accolade in the category
of conservation on September 10 at an ceremony in
Durban.
Words: Neesha Maharaj Photo: SUPPLIED

D

istinguished scientist,
Emeritus Professor and
Research Associate
in the School of Biological and
Conservation Sciences Professor
Pat Berjak has been recognised yet
again for her on-going endeavours
in seed science research.

Professor Berjak, the only Arated woman scientist at UKZN,
has been acknowledged by the
Municipality for her cryo-conservation research programme
which entails keeping seed-derived embryos alive under very
low temperatures (cryogenic conditions), usually at -160 degrees
celsius or lower. Successful cryopreservation remains a viable
plant stock for as long as necessary and it retains plant producing capacity.
The Living Legends awards
by the eThekwini Municipality
in partnership with Old Mutual,
Isolezwe newspaper and uKhozi
FM are bestowed on individuals who have proven exceptional
in their area of work, which has
positively influenced society. In
a press statement, Mr Mlungisi
Ngubane, the Director of the
Local History Museum said:
“The Living Legends cannot be
a chance given to anyone. The
honour will follow them throughout their lives. These are people
who do not declare who they
have helped and should be regarded as institutions to us. They
6
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are symbols of what is good in
society, hence without them we
could not have a better City and
province,”
Speaking on the significance
of her research programme, Professor Berjak said: “From our
surveys it appears that many of
the species used in traditional
medicine produce essentially unstorable seeds. These are the very
species that are now in short supply – or even near extinction – so
conservation of their germplasm
(hereditary material) is of great
local importance.”
In response to her latest
award Professor Berjak said she
personally felt “unworthy” of the
title, “living legend” which she
believes should be reserved for a
few great South Africans. However, she felt this honour would
contribute to the recognition for
ex-situ germplasm conservation.
Professor Berjak’s message to
the community at large is: “Humanity is utilising resources at an
unsustainable rate, and a rapidly
expanding population is exacerbating this. People need to think
not only of their own consumption of resources, but that of their
descendents as well,”
Ideally, Professor Berjak
would like to see the youth and
the wider community contribute
to conservation by helping to stop
the downhill slide of plant species
into extinction and endeavouring
to reverse habitat destruction.

Professors Lesley Stainbank and Dev Tewari with students who received the Dean’s Commendation for
academic excellence.

UKZN Scholar

claims Women in Science Award
Physics PhD student, Ms Adriana Marais, was one of three
young researchers awarded a Fellowship at the 2010 Women in
Science Awards Ceremony held recently in Johannesburg.
Words & photo: Vicky Crookes

M

s Marais was amongst
a select group of
South African women
recognised by the Department of
Science and Technology (DST) for
their distinguished achievements
in research and innovation. The
Fellowship Awards form one
category of a range of Women in
Science Awards that are presented
annually to exceptional women
working in the fields of science,
engineering, technology and
innovation.

Ms Marais exemplifies the
criteria of the Fellowship Award
by showing “outstanding ability
and potential in research”
and also by studying in a field
where participation by women
is traditionally low. Adjudicators
for the awards also considered
a candidate’s commitment to
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the advancement of women in
South Africa as demonstrated
by her past work and proposed
research.
Nominated for the award
by UKZN Professor Francesco
Petruccione, Ms Marais recently
graduated summa cum laude with
a Masters degree in Physics,
focusing on the field of quantum
cryptography. While lecturing
part-time in the School of
Physics on the Westville campus,
she is currently registered for a
PhD in the emerging arena of
Quantum Biology. She said that
it has recently been proposed
that quantum effects are present
in the process of smelling, the
magnetic orientation of migrant
birds and in photosynthesis. She
has, therefore, decided to focus
on the claim that quantummechanical effects play a role in

U N I V E R S I T Y
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Ms Adriana Marais.

the efficiency of energy transfer
in photosynthesis.
Ms Marais is excited to be
investigating further one of life’s
oldest processes and revels in
the prospect of contributing to
combating the world’s energy
crisis. Her research topic is
both important and new in the
scientific community, and is
likely to continue to yield very
interesting research spanning
fields of biology, chemistry and
quantum physics. Furthermore,
Ms Marais hopes to encourage
women to engage in work
that has traditionally been the
domain of men, although she is
confident that her research will
benefit not only women, but
mankind.
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UKZN Academic receives
IUPAC Fellowship invitation

Professor Emeritus in the School of Chemical Engineering on the Howard College
campus Professor David Raal has received a prestigious invitation to become a Fellow
of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC).
Words: Sithembile Shabangu Photo:supplied

H

e received the Neale May
Gold Medal Award from
the South African Institute
of Chemical Engineers (SAIChE)
at the age of 75, has published a
full-length book on Phase Equilibria:
Measurement and Computation,
and has now (aged 79) received a
prestigious invitation to become a
Fellow of the International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC).

Professor Emeritus in the School
of Chemical Engineering on the
Howard College campus Professor
David Raal said that this invitation
came as a complete surprise to
him and is a great honour. In his
response to the Union he said: “I
am honoured indeed to receive the
invitation and gladly accept the
offer of Fellowship. I will be happy
to render to IUPAC any assistance
that I can in its future endeavours.”
The IUPAC Fellows Programme recognises past service
to the Union and facilitates

continuing
dialogue
with
individuals active in prior
IUPAC
programmes.
The
union’s project-based operating
system is designed to encourage
broad participation by the
world’s scientists.
Professor Raal said that
IUPAC was familiar with
some of his work through his
contribution of two chapters
in the book, Measurement of
the Thermodynamics Properties
of Multiple Phases: Experimental
Thermodynamics,
Volume
7
(IUPAC, Elsevier). He has also
just received his complimentary
copy of the newly-published book
Heat Capacities - Liquids, Solutions
and Vapours (Royal Society of
Chemistry, UK), in which he has
a chapter by invitation.
A project that Professor
Raal is excited about and hopes
to complete before the end of
the year, is the construction
and testing of a gas mixing

Miss Cherese Thakur and Miss Toni Palmer .

Professor David Raal.

apparatus for calibrating gas
chromatographs. The latest
version will be a PC controlled
semi-commercial
instrument,
considered superior to other
available methods or equipment
in accuracy and versatility. It was
patented in Europe, the USA and
Japan. “Once I have completed
my major projects I might call it
a day,” he added.

Oprah Magazine
‘CHANGE-MAKER’

Dr Gita Suraj-Narayan of UKZN’s School of Social Work and Community
Development has been nominated as a ‘CHANGE-MAKER’ in the September issue of
the Oprah Magazine (O- Magazine), South Africa.
Words & Photo: Lunga Memela

D

r Suraj-Narayan is the first
person in South Africa to
combine laughter yoga
with pranayama (an ancient form
of yogic breathing) yoga boxing, tai
chi and cognitive restructuring and
adopt it as an alternative form of
holistic healing and therapy.

Pictured in O-Magazine with
her Microbiologist daughter
and laughter yoga teacher Ms
Sheroma Suraj-Narayan Dr
Suraj-Narayan smiles from earto-ear. Over the past two years
they have used Laughter Yoga in
a group setting to transform the
lives of one of the most vulnerable
groups in society: stroke patients
and senior citizens from both rural and urban areas surrounding
Verulam as well as with patients
resident at the Verulam Day and
Frail Care Centre.
Dr
Suraj-Narayan
has
confirmed that the human
EDGEWOOD
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brain has the ability to develop
new neural pathways to replace
those damaged by stroke, and
laughter promotes a chemical
balance in developing new
neural pathways. “Also, the
human brain has mirror neurons
which can process any behavior
or emotions within the patient’s
environment and even though
some patients cannot laugh or
move their limbs because of the
stroke, by being present in the
laughter yoga sessions, these
patients experience the same
biochemical effects of the therapy
by mirroring the behaviour of
the active participants,” she
explained.
Dr Suraj-Narayan has been
actively involved in community
outreach projects at grassroots
levels for the past 30 years. She said
that the patients’ laugher not only
helped and healed them but seeing
how positive and determined they

HOWARD COLLEGE
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Dr Gita Suraj-Narayan.
were equally uplifted her spirit.
She will use her prize money to
develop innovative, creative and
cost-effective ways of bringing
about transformation and positive
change both in South Africa and
abroad.
•
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Law Students
head Overseas

Two final year students in the Faculty of Law have
made their discipline proud by bagging three scholarly
accolades between them.
Words & Photo: Neesha Maharaj

M

iss Cherese Thakur and
Miss Toni Palmer are
proud recipients of the
Abe Bailey Travel Bursary which will
see them travel through England
and Scotland to enhance their
leadership skills. An outstanding
display of legal skills in the UKZN
Moot Court Competition has also
secured them a place in the All
Africa Human Rights Moot Court
Competition where they will pit
their skills against Africa’s best
law students. Miss Palmer also
received the Emma Smith Overseas
Scholarship, which will allow her to
study for her Masters in Law (LLM)
degree at a University in England.

Congratulating the two
students on their achievements,
Dean of Law Professor Managay
Reddi, said Ms Thakur and
Ms Palmer have followed in
the footsteps of scores of former
law students whose successes
have contributed to the Faculty
earning the reputation of being
a leading law faculty in South
Africa.
“Both young women have
benefitted from having been
taught by excellent staff many
of whom are acknowledged
leading experts in their fields.
Apart from sound academic
instruction and guidance, the
Faculty’s focus on social justice
issues will have shown Cherise
and Toni that the pursuit of
success is not possible unless one
is also active in contributing to
the upliftment of our society. My
message to these young women is
that they are both deserving of
the accolades they have earned.
These accolades are the keys to

WESTVILLE

very promising futures for them
both. I have no doubt that both
young women, in the process of
achieving their bright futures
will continue to do their best to
uplift our society,” said Professor
Reddi.
In October the two students
will set out for Benin where
they will compete with law
students from other African
universities in the All Africa
Human Rights Moot Court
Competition. The Competition
tests the legal capabilities of
students who are expected to
argue a hypothetical case that’s
a reflection of one brought before
the African courts. Working
as a team, the students will
be judged on their arguments
for a case pertaining to HIV
discrimination, polygamy and
initiation practices. Historically,
the Faculty of Law at UKZN has
fared well in this competition.
In November through to
December the two students will
embark on a three week scholarly
visit to England and Scotland.
Through a series of courses,
seminars and educational visits
the Abe Bailey Travel Bursary
aims to expand the leadership
skills of students and create the
space for interaction among
student leaders from various
South African universities.
With
an
interest
in
Competition Law, Miss Palmer
has set her sights on studying
at either Oxford University
or Warwick University in
England as these institutions’
law programmes place much
emphasis on this area of law.
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The UKZN Griot
Of Science and Souls

The Future of the Humanities. This is the name of an ASSAf (Academy of Science in SA) panel on which I serve.
Quite why scientists want non-scientists to write a report for a science academy on disciplines that are not
sciences is a mystery.
WORDS: KEYAN G TOMASELLI

A

nyway, what is clear is
that the Humanities are
in trouble: declining
enrolments in key disciplines,
smaller departments closing, huge
staff:student ratios in others, and
parental suspicion. Students who
are rejected from the sciences and
commerce always end up in the
leaky sink that the Humanities have
become.

As my colleague, renegade
physicist Derek Wang used to tell
our Honours students when he
co-taught Science as a Cultural
Expression, “beware of actors
wearing white coats pretending
to be doctors in TV ads”. Actors
are not scientists and scientists
are not actors. Adverts use
rhetorical proofs and create an
impression of evidence. Well,
things have changed in the age
of Reality TV. We now have the
The Doctors TV programme that
has turned health care into an
entertaining talk show, and TV
dramas like ER which depict
surgical procedures wrongly
about half the time. Just shows,
one can’t trust actors/doctors
wearing white coats, especially
if they are splattered with red
ink.
The Humanities are in need
of life saving surgery. We all
know that the Humanities are
the “soul” of the University. We
know this because the display
banners that frame inaugural
lectures in imposing theatres
tell us this. This refrain often
also occurs at faculty board

meetings when the asymmetrical
distribution of resources that
favour the sciences are lamented.
So, where does this leave
science? Can science have a
soul? We all know from TV that,
unlike their disciplines, lawyers
and auditors lack souls, but
science and scientists? Richard
Dworkins talks about The God
Delusion. Can he be correct when
the academy itself arose in the
Middle Ages out of European
theological institutions? Is this
the soul that the Humanities
are trying to resuscitate? Are
the Humanities hovering in the
night of the living dead, like a
ghastly Hollywood B movie?
The ASSAf panel is battling
to define exactly what the Humanities are. What about social
science? The latter counts things,
the Humanities creatively describe them, looking for inner
meaning. Like our lost souls the
panel can’t find an appropriate
definition. “Close readings”, suggested one wag, who described
the motley bunch of anthropologists, sociologists, political
scientists, educationists, literary scholars and me as “general
dealers”. Dig below the surface
of this dealership and one finds
amongst this bunch a lapsed botanist, a lapsed mathematician
and a partly lapsed urban geographer. Conceptual hybridity
characterises the Humanities,
suggested a transdisciplinary
apostle. A third located the genesis of the Humanities as the last
gate in the defence of civilisation
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as we know it. Civilisation has,
of course, been its own worst enemy for thousands of years. The
barbarians are often in control.
So, what is a close reading? I
deal with this phrase all the time
as Chair of my School’s Higher
Degree Committee. For me,
more social scientist than litterateur, this is a meaningless term,
unless made specific. How, will
the ‘close reading’ occur? What
methods will be applied to assessing what? A really interesting comment emerged from one
ASSAf meeting: the Humanities are about “being human”,
and being human cannot be
encapsulated in the relative crudity offered by numbers. Being
human requires a soul – and a
soul requires the study of meaning, how meaning is made, how
meaning is interpreted and how
meaning is acted on. In other
words, what is the meaning of
meaning? This takes us into the
realm of semiotics, mathematics,
physics and even metaphysics;
indeed, all disciplines are concerned with making, explaining
and applying meaning. This is
what, as Wang told our students,
is meant by his conclusion that
science is a cultural expression.
If so, then different cultures express different conceptions of
science even if the practice of
science is the single constant.
I remember as a once implacably positivist geography student responding with derision to
the mid-1950s argument that the
practice of geography was partly

intuitive, therefore, beyond the
rigours of science. That which
was scientific could be measured and was legitimate, that
which could not be counted was
consigned to the realm of ‘the
beyond’. The academy largely
rejects that which is to be found
in this unknowable realm, defined by philosopher Immanual
Kant as the noumenal. Much of
my work as a documentary film
maker and cultural researcher
however has tried to explain the
unexplainable experiences I have
experienced as an experiencing
observer/participant. Do these
occurrences fall into the realm
of anthropology? Theology? Indigenous Knowledge Systems?
Cosmology? How do these disciplines help us make meaning of
the meaning that non-scientists
(i.e., ordinary people) mean?
Seems that we have come full
circle. The recognition of different ontologies, different frames
of reference, different cosmologies in the era of postmodernism has recovered the legitimacy
of that which is unexplainable,
or still to be explained, if ever.
Religion remains the blind
spot of most disciplines (as in
the Dworkins book), but – like
the principle of resistance it
has always underpinned one
of the key forces of history.
To conclude, a recent article
penned in the Mail and Guardian
by an ex-UKZN researcher identified UKZN as a structure without a soul. Perhaps this is so. Corporatisation and bureaucracy

always puts soul under pressure
as the structure, not people, determines meaning. Structures
are managed in specific ways
meaningful to the managers,
but those ways may lack a sense
of what it means to be human.
It’s then up to the managers
and those being managed to invest meaning in practice and to
keep the values of participation,
ubuntu and humanitarianism in
close view (close readings may
be required!). If UKZN has indeed lost its soul, then it knows
just how serious is that loss.
Structuration is also a cultural
expression – if a soul-less one.
UKZN knows that it must work
hard to restore its soul. Unlike
the X-Files motto, the truth is
not “out there”, it’s in here.
Keyan Tomaselli is Director of
the Centre for Communication Media
and Society. He writes this article
in his official capacity as a still
employed academic. He is currently
fascinated with the noumenal.

Students go Green
The UKZN Environment
Committee in
collaboration with
students enrolled in
the UKZN Leadership
Course took part in
greening the new car
park on the Westville
campus.
Words & Photo: Ron Uken
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