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Parents’ Day
M

ore than 3 000
parents attended Parents’
Day on the
Howard College, Pietermaritzburg and Westville campuses on 24 January.
The Graduate School of Business’
Music Recital Hall on the Westville
campus was filled to capacity. To
accommodate the 1 800 parents
who travelled from all over South
Africa, screens were set up at the
COMSA Lounge and Recital Hall
foyer.

Mr Themba Khumalo, Deputy
Dean of Students on the Westville
campus, said: “Students face a
number of challenges, as teenagers,
being away from home for the first
time and financial management
challenges. My Department will
contribute to the holistic development of your children.”
Mrs Naine Ramdas from the
Student Funding Centre also
addressed parents, after which they
had an opportunity to interact with
Deans, Heads of Schools and
Faculty Officers from the Faculties
of Management Studies, Science
and Agriculture and Health
Sciences.
Visibly proud father, Mr Links
Mari from Phoenix was accompanied by his daughter Miss
Tiffany Mari who has registered
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Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head
of the College of Law and Management Studies Professor John
Mubangizi assured parents that the
quality of education offered at
UKZN is of international standard.
“UKZN has committed itself to
building an institution that meets
global academic standards,” he
said. He added that “we are all
responsible for ensuring the
success of our students.”
First year students in a playful mood.

with the Faculty of Health Sciences
and her friend Miss Kaajal
Demrugaram who will study
Business Science Management. He
said: “Both my girls did well in
matric. They have adapted to hard
work and I have no doubt they will
continue to work hard”.
Welcoming parents to the Pietermaritzburg campus Parents’ Day,
Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head
of the College of Agriculture,
Engineering and Science Professor
Pete Zacharias assured parents that
their children’s time at UKZN will
be fruitful: “I want to assure you
that we will do everything as a
University to look after your
children,” he said. His words were
echoed by Dean of Students Mr
Trevor Wills who said the safety of
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students will be a high priority this
year.
For some parents, it was their first
experience of an institution of
Higher Education.
“This is the first time I come to an
institution of higher learning. I
never thought I will be here one
day. I want to thank UKZN for
accepting my son to be part of the
student population. We hope our
children will be well looked after
by the institution during their stay,”
said Mrs Jabulile Nxumalo who
hails from rural Snathingi in Pietermaritzburg.
Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head
of the College of Humanities
Professor Fikile Mazibuko wel-
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comed 1 000 parents to the Howard
College campus. “Students are a
community in transit. We commit
ourselves to making that transition
a valuable experience that adds
value to their lives. I believe that
during their stay your daughters
and sons will add value to
scholastic, research and outreach
endeavours and to the history of the
University,” she said.
The parents were also addressed by
the Deputy Dean of Students
Services, Dr Bhekithemba Ngcobo
and the Acting Director of the
Student Funding Centre, Mr
Richard Morrison.
Among the concerns raised were
the accreditation of courses offered
at the University and the safety and
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security of students on campus.
Misconceptions about the accreditation of architectural degrees
at the University were dispelled
and parents were assured that
courses meet the criteria set out by
the relevant accreditation boards.
Mr Ngcobo informed parents that
a 24-hour security service at
residences, security cameras and
on-going security patrols were
some of the measures taken to
protect students. However, he
advised against irresponsible
behaviour among students that may
threaten their safety.

- Thembeka Dlungwane, Neesha
Maharaj, and Sabelo Nyuswa

International students welcomed

Pietermaritzburg

Westville

Fulbright Scholars at UKZN
T

Consul General Ms Jill Derderian
said: “This Fulbright programme is
one of the great things that we have.
It makes a big difference in the
excellence of the people that
participate because they contribute
to academia and research in different ways.”
“I attribute all my achievements to
date to the Fulbright Programme.
This programme has a global
impact because it gives you great
net-working opportunities,” said
Fulbright Alumnus Mr Vasu
Gaunden.

“I think the sociological demarcations in this country are amazing.
One minute you see squatter camps
and the next minute you see these
beautiful terrains,” said sociologist
Dr Dalmage. Dr Dalmage is Professor Director in the Department
of Sociology at the Roosevelt
University in Chicago,IL. She
completed her PhD in Sociology in
1996 at CUNY – Graduate School.
Her research project is entitled “Race
and Ethnicity; Post-Apartheid First
Generation Black- White Multiracial family members.”
Dr Dalmage will be based at the
Centre for Critical Research on
Race and Identity.

Dr Washington will be based at
UKZN’s Centre for Popular Music
and Jazz. “I’ve been wanting to
come to South Africa for the past
30 years. I am so glad that I have
finally had the opportunity to be
here. I am also looking forward to
my first gig which will take place
on 11 February,” he said.

Dr Augustine is an Associate
Professor in the Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry at the
James Madison University in
Harrisonburg, VA. He completed
his PhD in Chemistry Materials
Chemistry in 1995 at the University
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and
his research project is on
“Nanoscience
and
Nanotechnology, Instrumentation for
Microfabrication”. Dr Augustine
will be based at the School of
Chemistry on the Pietermaritzburg
campus.

Dr Washington is an Associate
Professor at CUNY-Brooklyn
College Conservatory of Music in
New York. He completed his PhD
in Music History of American

The Fulbright Programme is the US
government’s flagship international educational exchange
programme. It is designed to
increase mutual understanding

Boost for
Pharmacology
THE Discipline of Pharmacology
is the proud new owner of a stateof-the-art imaging system valued
at R260 000.
The ChemiDoc XRS Imaging
System is the latest technology in
image capturing and analysis and
will greatly assist work conducted
by the Discipline’s newly-formed
Molecular Pharmacology Unit.
Used primarily for the analysis of
DNA and protein expression
systems, the imaging system’s
versatility will enable research
groups within the Schools of
Pharmacy, Physiology, Biochemistry, Microbiology and the Biomedical Research Unit to also use it.
Pharmacology lecturer Mr Peter
Owiri said the new system will
facilitate new research in the areas
of drug interaction and drug metabolism.
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“I’m elated and thankful to the
Dean of the Faculty of Health
Sciences, Professor Essack for this
latest purchase. It’s going to take
our research to a new level,” he
said.
Mr Owiri set up the Molecular
Pharmacology Unit towards the
end of 2008. He said that in the past
samples of research work had to be
sent to external laboratories. The
new equipment will enable researchers to work more efficiently.
Postgraduate students and staff will
have access to the equipment and
later undergraduate students will
experience it.
Since its installation at the end of
January researchers and postgraduate students have been trained
to use the imaging system.
- Neesha Maharaj
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A special welcome reception was
held at the Consul General of the
United States of America in Durban
North on 27 January. The scholars
received a warm welcome from
UKZN colleagues, executive
management, academics from other
institutions and Fulbright Alumni.

Civilization in 2000 at Harvard
University. His current project is on
“Jazz History Composition; The
Aesthetics and Social Valences of
South African Jazz.”

Front (l-r) US Consul General Ms Jill Derderian; Fulbright Scholar Dr Salim Washington; and Ms Amanda
Bixler, Fulbright Scholar.
Back (l-r) Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Corporate Relations Professor Dasarath Chetty; Fulbright Scholars Dr Heather
Dalmage and Dr Brian Augustine and Ms Megan Ellis, Public Affairs Officer, Consul General Office.

between the people of the US and
the people of other countries. The
Programme has provided an opportunity for more than 286 000 parti-

cipants – chosen for their academic
merit and leadership potential – to
study, teach and conduct research,
exchange ideas and contribute to

finding solutions to shared international concerns.
- Thembeka Dlungwane

Unique investigation
A SECOND year Masters student
from the School of Agricultural
Sciences and Agribusiness on the
Pietermaritzburg campus is
conducting research to find an
innovative way to analyse, serotype
and detect African Horse Sickness
(AHS) with a single test within a
few hours. This would mean that
the cost of the experiments and
analysis time for serotyping will be
drastically reduced. In addition to
the importance of virus identification and early warning systems,
the implications for control of AHS
are significant. Aside from the
emotional impact, and loss of use
in traction, transport and sport and
recreational sectors, the control of
AHS is critical in terms of export,
quarantine procedures and vaccine
research in South Africa, in which
AHS is endemic.
Mr Shaun Groenink, who began his
research in 2008 under the supervision of Animal Science Lecturer
and Equine Research supervisor,
Ms Marion Young, said the current
diagnostic procedures for
serotyping are lengthy and costly
and the development of a rapid
assay method to identify AHS
serotypes is imperative.
AHS is an arthropod-borne disease
of equids. This means that the virus
infects a biting insect (the
Culicoides midge), multiplies
within that midge and is then
transmitted to the equid host. AHS
is caused by the African Horse
Sickness Virus (AHSV). In horses,
the virus is the most virulent, with
mortality rates of between 70
percent and 95 percent. In the past
10 years, South Africa has
experienced more than 20 different
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hree Fulbright scholars, Dr
Salim Washington, Dr
Heather Dalmage and Dr
Brian Augustine will be conducting
research and lecturing for up to a
year at UKZN.

Ms Marion Young and Mr Shaun Groenink.

outbreaks each year, with one year
having 196 different outbreaks.
He said: “The development of the
rapid serotyping assay can make
epidemiological studies into AHS
more thorough. The cost of the
experiments and analysis time for
serotyping will be drastically
reduced. We have therefore sought
to develop a system based on DNA
amplification through the
polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
that will detect and serotype the
virus in a single test in a few hours
and will cost significantly less.
“Blood from sub-clinical equids
can provide differential diagnosis
for early-warning system strategies
and interventions to be employed.
These include early quarantining of
viral ‘hot spots’, perhaps dead
strain vaccination and prophylaxis
can be extrapolated to vector
control and husbandry measures.”
Mr Groenink added: “A greater
understanding of the epidemiology
and transmission of the disease at
a molecular level, especially as it
affects equids used in previously
disadvantaged communities, will

impact significantly on the control
of the disease. The national and
international implications of control are tremendous, impacting on
the way vaccines are manufactured
and developed and on the effectiveness of various prophylactic
methods currently employed.”
He added that he hoped that by the
end of this year, he would have
developed and optimised the
technique. He explained that a
lengthy validation process would
follow afterwards.
The AHS Research team at UKZN
has also come up with an innovative solution where horse owners
can help fund this research. Simply
sms AHS to 38665 to donate R10
to AHS research. Any questions,
comments or suggestions can be
emailed to ahs@ukzn.ac.za.
The team is committed to making
the successful interventions available in the popular and scientific
press. These can be accessed at
www.africanhorsesickness.co.za

- Xoliswa Zulu

First years
years’ orientation Koi fish donated

Fresh from grade twelve, there are
many changes in store for the
students.
“This is the first time that I will be
far away from my family. Now I
must learn to do things on my own
without being pushed by anyone.
It a big challenge which I believe I
will be equal to. I come from a rural
background and I must now adjust
to life in the city. I chose UKZN

because of its track record…I want
to be part of this wonderful institution,” said Miss Nomalanga
Sithole who aspires to be a Dental
Therapist. Miss Sithole hails from
Nongoma.

different academic departments
where they will be studying.

Miss Megan Petterson from Woodlands has registered for a Bachelor
of Accounting: “I was here in this
same venue when my sister graduated in 2006, so this venue brings
some good memories that one day
I will be able to graduate here as
well. We have been well received
here and everything looks great.
We have mentors who are very
helpful. I am definitely looking
forward to be part of UKZN,” she
said.

The students also participated in
different sporting activities.

The first item on the agenda was
students being shown around the

They were then each allocated
mentors who will guide them until
they are familiar with the campus.

“It is really great to be here. I can’t
contain my excitement. I feel
privileged to be part of UKZN. The
support and assistance from all
involved is wonderful,” said Miss
Prenisha Nepaul from Chatsworth.
The day ended with the students
being taken on a tour around the
City of Durban.

- Sabelo Nyuswa
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A

n air of jubilation
prevailed as first year
students assembled for
Orientation Day at the Sport Centre
Complex on the Westville campus
on 26 January. The Day is an
annual programme organised by
the Student Mentorship Office
together with the Students Representative Council (SRC).

(l-r) Mr Nick McClurg, Senior Technician at Eskom Hatcheries; Mr David
Reddy, Manager Grounds and Gardens (UKZN); and Mr Dave Oerder,
Senior Technology Consultant at Eskom prepare to release the fish.

AS PART of their social corporate
investment Eskom together with
Merron Koi recently donated 63
Koi fish to the Westville campus.
The fish, which are worth R100
each, have been released in to the
pond at the central quad. The pond
has recently been refurbished by
UKZN’s Technical Services Department.
The Manager of Grounds and
Gardens at the Technical Services
Department, Mr David Reddy said:
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“On behalf of the University of
KwaZulu-Natal, I would like to
thank Eskom for the donation
especially Mr Dave Oerder and Mr
Nick McClurg. This has really
strengthened our long term relationship. It is through Eskom that
we now have a feature that we can
admire within our campus.”
Speaking on behalf of Eskom Mr
Oerder said: “… our relationship
with the University of KwaZuluNatal goes back a long time. We

First year students.

are happy … that we continue to
contribute whatever the University
is in need of.”
Eskom has been involved in joint
aquaculture research with the
School of Biological Sciences for
the past three years. The company
has supported students with equipment and technical knowledge. In
return, the students have provided
Eskom with sound findings which
have been implemented in their
community development programme.
Eskom is currently building a
multi-million rand “Science and
Technology Innovation Park” on
the Westville campus.
Mr Reddy urged staff and students
not to feed the koi: “Please don’t
give them bread or crisps as this
makes the water toxic … we have
bought specially prescribed food
that they will eat”, he said.
- Sabelo Nyuswa

Dedication Ceremony
The ceremony encourages students
to respect the human body as much
in death and as if they were a living
patient. It is also to show appreciation to community members
who have pledged to donate their
bodies when they die.
The 20 cadavers donated for
medical research will be the students’ first contact with a human
body in their medical practice.
The ceremony organised by the
Discipline of Clinical Anatomy is
traditionally held on the Friday
before first year medical students
commence their studies. The
spiritual ceremony was conducted
by Pastor Wayne Govender of the

Seventh Day Adventist Church in
Merebank.
In his welcome speech Professor
Willem Sturm, Dean of the Medical
School said that the foundation of
medicine is the knowledge of a
human body and it is essential
for a medical student to know it
well.
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TWO hundred and twenty three
first year medical students signed
the Hippocratic Oath at the 16th
Dedication Ceremony at the
Nelson R Mandela School of
Medicine on 23 January.

The dedication ceremony was
initiated by Professor Hoosen
Vawda in 1994. In his speech
Professor Vawda cautioned the
budding doctors that they are
entrusted to uphold the legacy of
the Medical School.
First year Medical students taking their Hippocratic Oath at the dedication ceremony.

He said: “The dedication ceremony
is instrumental in emphasising the
spiritual and respect for a dead
human body. It serves as a foundation for respect that you will inculcate while working with the
cadaver and ensuring your respect
to the patients. These are the

processes involved in your training.”
Guest speaker, the Chancellor of
the Durban University of Technology Ms Ela Gandhi said: “… it is
your duty to ensure that patients

never feel any loss of dignity. Once
the spirit leaves the body it deserves respect and violating the
body is against the laws of nature.”
“The cadaver will be your lifeless,
lifelong companion and teacher.

Respect the dead and respect
those who are giving you knowledge,” said Professor Soornarain
Naidoo, Department of Family
Medicine.
- Thembeka Dlungwane
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Health Sciences Oath Taking
F
inal year Health Sciences
students pledged to be
ethical health practitioners
during the Faculty of Health
Sciences Oath Taking and Awards
Ceremony on 4 December 2008.

“Our graduates will be serving
hundreds of people in the community. Take to heart what you say
… I hope (the oath) remains with
you when you serve the community,” said Professor Uys.

Students within the Disciplines of
Audiology, Dental Therapy, Oral
Health, Nursing, Occupational
Therapy, Optometry, Pharmacy,
Physiotherapy, Speech-Language
Pathology and Sport Science
(Biokinetics) made this commitment before sponsors, community
leaders, parents and staff at the MH
Joosab Hall on the Westville
campus.

While congratulating students on
their achievements, Guest speaker,
Dr Imtiaz Suleman of the Gift of
the Givers urged them to “serve
mankind”.

Top students across the 10 Disciplines were also acknowledged
and sponsors of the Health
Sciences Endowment Fund which
the Faculty set up in June 2008
were thanked.

The Dean of the Faculty of Health
Sciences, Professor Sabiha Essack
presented more than 50 awards to
top achievers. Among those who
received more than three awards
were Miss Candice Quarmby from
the Discipline of Speech-Language
Therapy (Best Student in
Community-Based Rehabilitation
sponsored by Dr B Solarsh, the P
de V Pienaar Award for Best
Student in Speech-Language
Pathology by the South African
Speech-Language and Hearing
Association and the Outstanding
Clinical Work in Speech-Language

Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head
of the College of Health Sciences
Professor Leana Uys said the Oath
Taking Ceremony was one of three
symbolic events for health professionals – the other two being the
graduation ceremony and registration with the Health Professions
Council of South Africa.
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“There are millions of people in
this continent who need your help.
Please remember the poor and
needy when carrying out your
jobs,” he said.

Pictured at the Health Sciences Awards Ceremony were (from left) Professor Sabiha Essack, Dean of the Faculty
of Health Sciences; Mrs Sumaya Latiff, top pharmacy student; Professor John Ojewole, former Head of the School
of Pharmacy and Pharmacology; and Ms Panjasaram Naidoo, Senior lecturer in Pharmacy.

Pathology); Mr Marcel Chetty of
the Discipline of Dental Therapy
(Dental Division Award for the
Highest Mark in the Clinical
Component in final year Dental
Therapy, Precision Engraving and
Framing Award for the Highest
Overall Marks in Dental Therapy
and the Colgate Award for the third
year student with the highest

overall mark); and Miss Sumaya
Latiff from the School of Pharmacy
and Pharmacology who received
six awards (Best 4th year Student
sponsored by the Academy of
Pharmaceuticals Sciences of South
Africa, Best Pharmaceutical
Chemistry Student and Best
Pharmaceutics Student, both of
which were sponsored by Resmed

Pharmaceuticals, Best Pharmacy
Practice Student sponsored by
Sparkport Pharmacy, the Best
Pharmacology Student sponsored
by Hexal Pharma and the Best
Research Project award sponsored
by Pfizer).

- Neesha Maharaj

Call for action on
HIV/AIDS

Expert on food
mark
eting to
marketing
children

URGENT reassessment of existing
HIV and AIDS programmes is
needed to curb the rising number
of HIV infections in Africa.

PROFESSOR Shahida Cassim of
the Faculty of Management Studies
was a member of a group of experts
assembled in Geneva, Switzerland,
recently under the mandate of the
World Health Organisation (WHO)
to provide technical advice in
developing a set of recommendations to control the marketing of
food and non-alcoholic beverages
to children.

This emerged at a Health, Economics and HIV/AIDS Research
Division (HEARD) seminar on
Basic HIV/AIDS: Where we are
and Where we are Going? on the
Westville campus on 23 January.
Professor Alan Whiteside,
Executive Director of HEARD and
visiting International Head of
ACTIONAID, Mr Leonard Okello
from Kenya addressed guests.

The seminar delved into the current challenges facing African
countries in stemming increased
HIV infections, access to treatment, the impact of the AIDS
pandemic on the African population, and funding HIV and AIDS
programmes.

“We cannot allow the continued
increase of HIV infection. We need
honest discussions around funding
treatment. Treatment is expensive
and domestic resources alone
cannot step up to the plate. We are
dependent on donor funding,” said
Professor Whiteside.

Professor Whiteside said dialogue
surrounding the cost and access to
antiretroviral treatment was
needed. He stressed the need to step
up on prevention programmes
aimed at creating awareness of the
disease.

Most HIV/AIDs programmes in
Africa are dependent on donor
funding. Both speakers expressed
concern about the possible impact
of the current global recession on
funding.
In his presentation, Mr Okello
raised concern about the effects of
the pandemic on the lives of
children following the death of
their HIV positive mothers.
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“Our leaders should be asking
themselves what will happen to our
population in the next 100 years,
not over the next three years.
Researchers and academics need to
join forces to develop long-term
analyses of the epidemic,” said Mr
Okello.

- Neesha Maharaj
Professor Alan Whiteside (left) and Mr Leonard Okello addressed guests at
the seminar.
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The group was formed in response
to a WHO World Health Assembly
Resolution in May 2007 on the
Prevention and Control of NonCommunicable Diseases. Part of
the Global Strategy makes reference to promoting “responsible
marketing, including the development of a set of recommendations
on the marketing of food and nonalcoholic beverages to children, in
order to reduce the impact of food
high in saturated fats, trans-fatty
acids free sugars or salt”.
Globally, at least 155 million
school-age children are overweight
or obese according to statistics
from the International Obesity
Taskforce.
The expert group of eight members
got to work on the recommen-

dations early in December. The
WHO Secretariat briefed the
group on processes for the development of recommendations on
their first day in Geneva, setting
the context for the creation of the
guidelines over the four days of
the meeting.
WHO regional representatives
were available to provide advice
and guidance to the team of experts
who took cognizance of the nature
and content of food marketing to
children across the globe and
recognised the diversity of initiatives to combat childhood obesity
in many countries and regions of
the world. The group was mindful
of the need for policy recommendations to bring global coherence
to the diversity of the effort across
the globe and to be appropriate to
the national context of member
states.
Dialogue was held by the WHO
Secretariat with the NGO sector
and with the food and nonalcoholic beverage industries. The
consultations and input of the two
stakeholder groups were considered by the expert group
- Hazel Langa

our UKZN librarians have
been recognised for their
leadership, teamwork and
goodwill ambassadorship to the
development of LIASA in KwaZulu Natal by the Library and
Information Association of South
Africa (LIASA).

Ms Nellie Somers (Campbell
Collections), Ms Catherine
Dubbeld (Howard College) Ms
Sushelia Naidoo and Mr Richard
Beharilal were part of the LIASA
Executive Committee that won the
LIASA President’s Award for the
best performing branch.
LIASA, the only professional
association catering for librarians
and information workers in this

country, was founded in 1997 to
serve the interests of librarians and
information workers.
Ms Somers, a senior library information officer, said the award
meant a lot to her and the committee: “The hard work, dedication,
enthusiasm, pooling of ideas and
the great team ethic made it possible for us to win.

“The opportunity of working together with Ms Lucille Webster
from the Durban University of
Technology (DUT), Mr Mandla
Nthombela, from the Msunduzi
Library in Pietermaritzburg, Mr
Mandla Ndaba and Ms David
Thomas (DUT), Ms Priscilla
Moodley from the South African

Sugar Association, and Ms Tebogo
Mzizi and Ms Avishana Kushial
from the eThekwini Library was a
great learning experience and it
gave us the advantage of providing
an informed service to our users.”
One of LIASA’s aims is to promote
public awareness of the role and
importance of libraries in the
information society as well as
education and development.
A highlight for the out-going KZN
leadership was the hosting of the
International Federation of Library
(IFLA) conference in Durban in
2007.

New Head of
Medical Sciences
NEWLY-appointed Head of Medical Sciences at UKZN, Professor
William Daniels, is a man with a
mission.
The charismatic former University
of Stellenbosch Head of Medical
Physiology is excited about his new
appointment.
“I am so happy to be here because
I want to make a difference. I am a
very motivated individual – Professor William Daniels.
especially when it comes to my work – so I think my stay here will be a
fruitful one,” said Professor Daniels.
Professor Daniels said one of the major challenges would be to build on
the foundation his predecessor, Professor Cephas Musabayane, had
established.
“He has done so much for the department and his academic credentials
speak volumes. I think it will be a huge challenge for me to build on what
he has achieved. But I have trust in my abilities and I know I will be up
to it.”

- Sabelo Nyuswa
A specialist in neurosciences with the emphasis on brain functioning and
behaviour, Professor Daniels aims to improve the research thrust within
the School and the University at large.
“Our University is research driven. To live up to that as academics we
need to do more work in terms of research production. My focus is to
make sure we improve our research capabilities. I also want to improve
the relationships we have with other departments”, said Professor Daniels.
His vision includes among other things to make the School of Medical
Sciences one of the best within the Faculty of Health Sciences through
having proper first world infrastructure.
Another challenge is for his department to attract more African postgraduate students.
- Sabelo Nyuswa
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Teaching venues
upgraded
UKZN librarians (l-r) Ms Sushelia Naidoo, Ms Nelly Somers and Ms Catherine Dubbeld proudly show off the award.

Empowering midwives
THE School of Nursing’s Happy Mothers and Babies by Empowering Midwives Programme began
in earnest at the end of January. For the first time ever, the School offered training via video
conferencing.
Using technology provided by the Department of Tele-health Medicine at the Nelson R Mandela
School of Medicine, Mrs Thandi Ndebele, the Midwifery Programme Director at the School of Nursing
linked up with four learning sites in Madadeni, Manguzi, Lower Umfolozi and Port Shepstone for
training on advanced midwifery skills.
At present 43 midwives are enhancing their skills through the two-year programme which is a
collaborative effort between the School of Nursing and the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health.
The Inception Programme was in response to the high mortality rate of newborn babies and mothers
in rural areas.
A lecture by a specialist doctor, the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV, a lecture on
Disseminated Intravascular Co-agulopathy and regular question and answer sessions formed part of
the day’s programme.
Mrs Ndebele has overseen the Programme since inception. “This training session is a momentous
occasion for us because it’s the first time we have used such technology in facilitating skills
development. There aren’t many doctors out at the targeted sites to train midwives so video
conferencing allows us to reach out to more people,” she said.
- Neesha Maharaj

TEACHING venues at UKZN are
being upgraded to the tune of R7,3
million.
Three hundred and one venues
across all five campuses are being
refurbished. Phase one of the
project, which has commenced, is
set to reach completion in July.
According to Deputy ViceChancellor for Teaching and Learning, Professor Renuka Vithal, the
University embarked upon this task
following Faculty visits by the
Vice-Chancellor,
Professor
Malegapuru Makgoba last year.
Funding was allocated for the
upgrades as quality teaching
venues impact on making UKZN
an institution of choice.
At the time the respective Schools
decided which teaching venues
needed urgent attention.
Professor Vithal said: “The University is investing considerably in
upgrading its infrastructure since
the merger and the upgrading of
teaching venues is part of this larger

project. However, besides addressing backlogs that have accumulated from the merger, we are
also beginning to improve our
teaching facilities to keep abreast
of new technology-driven approaches to teaching, learning and
research that are made possible, for
example, by expanding wireless
facilities to lecture rooms.”
While wireless facilities are currently available at lecture rooms on
the Edgewood Campus, this
technology will be installed at 80
teaching venues across the Westville, Howard College and Pietermaritzburg campuses.
Professor Vithal said the refurbishments would enhance the
image of the campuses and open
opportunities for innovation in
teaching, learning and research.
And the provision and rollout of
laptops for academic staff has the
potential over time to reduce
student pressure on the LANS.

- Neesha Maharaj
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The main task of this Advisory
Group is to review the content,
scope, and dimensions of the
Human Reproductive Program and
to make recommendations for
research priorities.
Professor Abdool Karim, who
served as the Vice-Chair of STAG
for the past three years was selected
by the WHO to serve as the Chairperson for 2009.
Professor Abdool Karim said that
the appointment is in recognition
of the quality of South African
science. “I think this Group provides an important service by
assisting WHO in trying to find
ways to improve reproductive
health,” he said.
“Serving on the Advisory Group of
the WHO has exposed me to
research that is being done on the
major global challenges in reproductive health. When I go to these
meetings I’m humbled to learn

Professor Salim Abdool Karim.

about the global challenges facing
our attempts to improve health in
areas such as contraception and
safe pregnancy. The people in the
Advisory Group are world experts.
These meetings provide me with an
opportunity to learn from them and
see how scientists from other
regions of the world approach these
important health problems,” he
said.
The Human Reproduction Program
(HRP) originated in 1972 as a
WHO special program to support
and evaluate international research
and development related to human
reproduction, with particular reference to the needs of developing
countries. The Special Program
carries out two broad types of
activities: firstly, co-ordinating
research through a global network;
and secondly, building national
capacity in fertility and sexual and
reproductive health research. A
major HRP objective has been to
monitor and provide information

on the safety and efficacy of the
most widely used contraceptives,
which is an invaluable global
public good. HRP has also engaged in basic and applied contraceptive research and in research
on priority sexual and reproductive health problems that affect
poor and vulnerable groups, particularly poor women and adolescents.
Professor Abdool Karim is ProVice-Chancellor (Research) at
UKZN and Director of the Centre
for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA).
He is a clinical infectious diseases
epidemiologist whose main current
research interests are in microbicides and vaccines to prevent
HIV infection and implementing
antiretroviral therapy in resource
constrained settings. He is also
Professor of Clinical Epidemiology
at the Mailman School of Public
Health at Columbia University and
Adjunct Professor of Medicine at
the Weill Medical College of
Cornell University.
The WHO is the directing and coordinating authority for health
within the United Nations system.
It is responsible for providing
leadership on global health matters,
shaping the health research agenda,
setting norms and standards, articulating evidence-based policy
options, providing technical support to countries and monitoring
and assessing health trends.

- Thembeka Dlungwane

Learning in India
MRS Sushie Rampersad from the
UKZN Sport Bureau and Mrs
Alershnee Pillay from the School

of Physiotherapy, Sport Science
and Optometry recently travelled to
India under the auspices of the

Indian Technical and Economic
Co-operation programme (ITEC).
The programme was sponsored by
the Government of India, Office of
the Ministry of External Affairs –
New Delhi. The long-standing
partnership between UKZN and
India was facilitated by the Indian
Consulate in Durban.

Pictures: Supplied

Mrs Rampersad attended a threemonth Advanced Software Technology Programme in Karol Bagh. Mrs
Pillay completed an eight-week
course in Graphic Design and Communication.
Mrs Alershnee Pillay.
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Mrs Sushie Rampersad (first from
right) with fellow course participants.

- Thembeka Dlungwane

Picture: Supplied

Picture: Supplied
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KZN’s Professor Salim
Abdool Karim has been
appointed to serve as the
Chairperson of the Scientific and
Technical Advisory Group (STAG)
for Reproductive Health and Research, at the World Health
Organisation (WHO) based in
Geneva. The Advisory Group is
comprised of about 30-40 leading
scientists from all over the world
who provide WHO with expertise
in contraception, pregnancy, infertility, abortion, sexually transmitted
infections and reproductive health
services.

ON 15 December 2008 the President of the Republic of Poland, Lech
Kaczyñski, (left) conferred the State Title of Professor (the highest
scientific title in Poland) upon Professor Jacek Banasiak from the School
of Mathematical Sciences at UKZN.

Cecil Renaud
Scholarship
HONOURS graduates, Miss Caili
Forrest and Mr Daniel de Kadt are
the recipients of the coveted Cecil
Renaud Scholarship.
Worth 21 000 pounds each, the
Scholarship will enable Miss
Forrest and Mr de Kadt to study at
a university in Britain. While Miss
Forrest will pursue a Masters
degree in Geography and Environmental Management Mr de Kadt
wants to read for his Masters in
Political Science. Both hope to be
admitted to Cambridge University.

Mr Daniel de Kadt.

The Scholarship, initiated by the
Cecil Renaud Trust is awarded
annually to postgraduate students
who display sound leadership
skills, have the potential to make a
positive contribution in their chosen
career and excel academically.
Miss Forrest obtained both her
undergraduate (Bachelor of Social
Science in Geography and Environmental Management) and
honours degrees summa cum laude.
She said: “I’ve always wanted to
study in the United Kingdom more
so Cambridge because it was the
first University to allow women
admission to study. I’m fortunate
to be selected for this scholarship
and believe this is an excellent
opportunity to broaden my horizons.”
The evolving nature of a career in
environmental management was
what attracted Miss Forrest to
choosing her current field of study.
She hopes the first class facilities
and resources at her disposal while
studying at Cambridge will take her

Pictures: Supplied

UKZN contributes to
global health policies

Honour for Mathematics
Professor

Miss Caili Forrest.

closer to fulfilling her goal of being
an environmental consultant.
Mr de Kadt holds an Honours
Degree in Linguistics. His research
will focus on education policy and
institutional design. He said: “It’s
great to know that UKZN students
have these scholarship opportunities and I hope to make the most
of my time in the United Kingdom.
Studying abroad will allow for a
diverse education and enable me to
make a contribution to education
in South Africa upon my return.”
He plans a career in academia.
- Neesha Maharaj

UKZN achievers

Presentation in Portugal Alumnus

breaks new
ground

A

ccomplished dancer and
lecturer at the School of
Language, Literature and
Linguistics at UKZN, Professor
Suria Govender, shared her views
on fusion art during a recent lecture
at the Nova University of Lisbon,
Portugal.

UKZN Forestry graduate Mr Goodman Gcaba has received a
Master of Science degree in European Forestry (MSc EF). This is
the first time this degree has been awarded to a South African.

Professor Govender who is the
Director of the Suria Langa Dance
Company, presented a paper titled:
“Many Cultures one Nation: A
Question of Identity” which
defined intercultural art forms in
South Africa and examined criteria
which are used in the evaluation of
dance fusion.
The lecture was one of a series of
activities Professor Govender
presented to the Portuguese
community after she was invited by
the South African Ambassador to
Portugal, Ms Tandiswa January
Mclean to participate in South
African Heritage celebrations.
Using video recordings and dance
sequences, Professor Govender
demonstrated how, for example,
traditional Zulu Maskandi music
and Bharata Natyam were incorporated to create fusion art.
“Fusion dance like any other form
of theatre has layers of reception.
A worthwhile creation attempts to
transcend the superficial level of
the sensory delight which is buoyed

The degree is based on a 2-year programme co-organised by six
European Universities: University of Joensuu, Finland (Coordinating University); University of Freiburg, Germany; Swedish
University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Sweden; University of
Lleida, Spain; University of Natural Resources and Applied Life
Sciences (BOKU); Austria, and Wageningen University,
Netherlands. He received the Erasmus Mundus Scholarship which
covered all the costs of his studies in Europe.

Professor Suria Govender with Mr Sibusiso Ndebele and Mr Sandile Khoza,
members of Suria Langa Dance Company.
Picture: Supplied

by the ego of both audiences and
performers through a deep engagement with the similarities,
contrasts and synergies which exist
among difficult cultures.
“Every fusion artist should have as
her goal the enrichment of herself,
the performers, and the audience
and through all of them the cultures
they represent should also be
enriched, even if it occurs in the
most imperceptible way,” said
Professor Govender.

Her week long visit included a
dance fusion performance with five
other dancers from the Suria Langa
Dance Company at the Nova University’s Theatre. A highlight was
their performance of a piece to
Fado which is ancient traditional
Portuguese music and poetry
dedicated to the late Miriam
Makeba.

- Neesha Maharaj

New Head of Pharmacy
DR FATIMA Suleman has been
appointed Head of the School of
Pharmacy and Pharmacology.
Responding to her appointment Dr
Suleman said: “I applied for this
position because I wanted to make
a difference to the School. I’m
humbled by my success and excited
to work with my team of 20 staff
members to raise the profile of the

School both nationally and internationally.”
High on Dr Suleman’s agenda are
to increase the research output and
the range of research undertaken
within the School, explore the
possibility of increasing first year
student intake and introduce new
modules for both undergraduate
and postgraduate students.

Two innovative online modules
designed by Dr Suleman are expected to be introduced this year –
an AIDS education course for first
year Health Science students and a
masters’ course in pharmacy
practice aimed at encouraging
postgraduate students to continue
their studies.

The European Forestry Programme focuses on the international
dimension of sustainable forest management issues and modern
forest technologies. Mr Gcaba attended forestry and environmental
management courses, field studies, workshops and seminars in all
partner universities across Europe. Mobility of students and
academics is promoted to equip students with the academic
expertise necessary in today’s challenging natural resource and
environmental management. The Programme also includes practical
work experience. Students work for six months in internationally
recognised research institutions on projects relating to a personal
field of study and interest.
Mr Gcaba worked as a researcher on forest residues for the
Technical Research Centre of Finland and at the Swedish University
of Agricultural Sciences where he focused on thinning techniques
and forest harvesting vehicles built to handle small diameter trees
used as sources of bio-energy. He completed a thesis on comparative
time studies between geometric and selective mechanical thinning
in young dense forest stands for bio-energy production. His model
of utilising forest residues can be applied in South Africa where
tons of forest slash are left in compartments to rot and the
accumulation of biomass becomes a huge fire hazard. Logging
residues are used extensively by power plants in Europe with the
aim to reduce pressure on fossil fuels, which are perceived to be
non-carbon neutral sources of energy.
Two other UKZN Forestry graduates completed the same degree
and two more have recently applied.
- Article and picture: Supplied

While she is confident her plan to
admit more than 85 first year
pharmacy students is achievable,
she said filling staff vacancies to
meet the needs of additional students posed a challenge.

Picture: Neesha Maharaj

A lecturer at UKZN since 2005, Dr
Suleman holds a Masters degree in
Pharmacy Practice from the former
University of Durban-Westville
and a PhD in Pharmacy through the
University of Illinois (USA). Her
areas of research include
pharmaco-vigilance, pharmacoeconomics and health systems
research.
Dr Fatima Suleman.

- Neesha Maharaj

Mr Gcaba poses in an icy forest in Europe.
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Book on Zululand
International
Wilderness
students welcomed

After receiving and welcoming the
students at Durban International
Airport and the Durban Bus
Station, students were accompanied by international student
guides to their respective residences. The next day they were
accompanied by mentors to go
shopping via university transport.
On 29 January students came
together at the Asoka Theatre.

Thirty students from Zimbabwe,
Botswana, Nigeria, Germany,
Sweden, Holland, Kenya, Congo,
Lesotho and Rwanda attended.
The programme co-ordinator was
Ms Sikhanyiso Ndlovu, a
Zimbabwean student who is currently in her 3rd year in Pharmacy
and is the Vice-President of the
International Students Association.
Deputy Dean of Students Mr
Themba Khumalo welcomed the
students. Thereafter, Health and
Wellness, Student Counseling,
Career Counseling, Student
Leadership and Development and
Mentorship, Student Housing,
Sports Bureau/Union, and Health

Insurance gave inputs on the
services they offer.
A vibrant DVD sponsored by
Durban Africa was played. It
showed all the wonders that
Durban has to offer. Durban Africa
also sponsored several pamphlets
and booklets. The day was supported by the Upper Café team
and the Audio-Visual Department.
The Orientation Programme was
the first of many projects that will
be undertaken by ISA and UKZN
International.

- Sikhanyiso Ndlovu and Prem
Ramlachan

DEAN of Humanities, Development and Social Sciences, Professor Donal McCracken, launched
his long-awaited book and pet
project, Saving the Zululand
Wilderness: An early struggle for
nature conservation, at a poignant
event at the Botanic Gardens in
Durban.
Saving the Zululand Wilderness is
about the onslaught on the “three
pillars” of the Zululand and
Maputaland wilderness and the
efforts made to preserve them from
the destruction that seemed imminent and inevitable.

Picture: Sejal Desai

T

he Westville campus
International Students’
Orientation Programme
was voted a resounding success.
UKZN International and the International Students’ Association
(ISA) joined forces to present this
successful event.

Professor McCracken at the book
launch.

The pillars referred to are the wild game of Zululand – which include the
Big Five: elephant, Cape buffalo, leopard, lion and hippopotamus; the
aviflora and in particular the game birds, and the Zululand indigenous
forests.
The book also tells the story of the local African population’s attitude to
nature, its ritualistic role in society and what game products were used
for.
It looks at the white and African hunters who pursued the game and it
traces the foundation in the 1890s of the first Zululand game reserves
(the oldest surviving in Africa) and the struggle they had to survive against
encroaching white farming and new higher-powered rifles.

Picture: Supplied

Professor McCracken’s journey through the compilation of this wellresearched book began in 1982, when he was a temporary junior lecturer
at the then University of Natal in Pietermaritzburg. After many years,
collecting material from the Zululand Government files and from the
archives of London’s Natural History Museum, Kew Gardens, London
Zoo and the Royal Geographical Society, Professor McCracken said he
was pleased with the end result.

International students at the Orientation.

“I wanted to combine in a single volume the three keystones of 19th century
nature conservation: wildlife, birds and indigenous forests. This has never
been done before for any region in South Africa. I wanted to paint a
picture of what wildlife was, where, and when in Zululand, and why so
much game and indigenous forest land did survive.”

Presentation in China

In his 27 years of service to UKZN, Professor McCracken has been
revered for his efforts in conservation. Some of his other publications
include: The Way to Kirstenbosch, Natal and Kew Gardens and A New
History of Durban Botanic Gardens.

MR NHLANHLA Mathaba,
Masters student in Agriculture on
the Pietermaritzburg Campus,
presented a paper in Wuhan, PR
China at the 11 th International
Citrus Congress. He was funded by
the Citrus Academy and the Faculty
of Science and Agriculture.

The theme of the congress was
“Diversity and Development” and
Mr Mathaba’s paper was titled:
“Influence of Hot Water and
Molybdenum Dips on the Production of Total Antioxidants in
Lemon Rind during Cold Storage
and the Ability of Such Compounds
to Scavenge Reactive Oxygen
Species”.

Picture: Supplied

“It was my first international
experience … (and) what I saw
there was special … (I have) never
had an international perspective of
the citrus industry. (I met) experienced researchers and authors
of many scientific papers I have
referenced before … presenting at
an international congress was a life
time experience,” said Mr Mathaba.

Mr Mathaba at the Conference in
China.

The ukzndaba team:
8

A product of UKZN’s Science
Foundation Programme, the 27year old student won an award last

Dasarath Chetty
Pro-Vice-Chancellor

year for Best Young Scientist. He
believes South Africa can learn a
lot from China.
“We need to promote postgraduate
studies in all fields to support our
growing economy, that is how
China, Japan, and the US do things.
For example China’s Huazhong
Agricultural University horticulture citrus department has 40
PhD students per year,” he said.

- Sejal Desai

He adds that “our government,
agricultural societies and universities need to market the importance of agriculture to high
school learners. Globally there is a
great decline in agricultural
graduates.”
Mr Mathaba plans to do a PhD with
a focus on citrus physiology.
- Sabelo Nyuswa

Deanne Collins
Publications Manager

Produced by Corporate Relations

(Saving the Zululand Wilderness is published by Jacana Media and is on
sale at Adams Bookshop and at all Exclusive Books stores, priced at
about R350).

Thembeka Dlungwane
Journalist
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