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UKZN legal expert to be honoured by local and international legal luminaries 

Professor David McQuoid-Mason’s indefatigable and remarkable on-going contribution to the 
advancement of human rights, access to justice and clinical legal education will be 
acknowledged by world renowned legal experts during a conference to be hosted by the UKZN 
School of Law from 10 to 12 December at the Howard College Campus of the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN).  

McQuoid-Mason is the Founder of the South African Street Law Programme and Chairperson 
and Acting Director of UKZN’s Centre for Socio-Legal Studies.  

The Conference themed: “Access to Justice and Clinical Legal Education” will provide a 
platform for legal experts to discuss and explore ways of strengthening legal education through 
the promotion of access to justice; and also serves to honour the work of McQuoid-Mason.  

The Judge President of the High Court of KwaZulu-Natal, the Honourable Mr Justice Patel, will 
officially open the Conference. Newly retired Judge of the Constitutional Court of South Africa, 
the Honourable Mr Justice Zak Yacoob, will deliver a keynote address at the Gala Dinner of the 
Conference to be held on 11 December at the Blue Waters Hotel, Durban. 

UKZN Alumnus and International Human Rights Activist, Professor Penelope Andrews, who is the 
first female President and Dean of the Albany School of Law, New York will Chair an 
introspective session entitled: “Forty years of Clinical Education at UKZN: Looking back, looking 
forward”.  This session will look at the School of Law’s rich history of justice education and clinical 
legal education which exposed students to the realities of social injustice in the apartheid state 
and continues to give students context-based learning through theoretical and practical 
education.  

Other sessions include “Human Rights and Access to Justice”, “The Role of Clinics in 
Comparative Perspective” and “Comparative Rights in the South African and United States 
Constitutions” to mention a few. 

 McQuoid-Mason’s passion for ensuring that poor communities have access to the law have 
seen him providing his expertise in the drafting of legal aid legislation for countries such as 
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Kenya; advising on the establishment of new  and 
improvement of existing  legal aid schemes; training paralegals; helping to develop paralegal 
advice offices; providing professional legal training; and conducting medical law workshops in 
South Africa, Africa and beyond. 



 

 
 

 

As a dedicated human rights activist he runs frequent workshops on human rights and 
democracy for school teachers, community leaders, youth leaders, women's groups, trade 
unions, university students and school children. 

McQuoid-Mason is an accomplished researcher and has contributed immensely to knowledge 
production through his many academic articles   in law and medical journals and has authored 
and co-authored a number of books in the medico-legal field. He has shared his wealth of 
knowledge at various national and international conferences. 

Other international accolades include being awarded a Special Mention by UNESCO in 2004 for 
his work in human rights education; in 2008 a DCL (honoris causa) was awarded by the University 
of Windsor, Ontario, Canada for his access to justice work around the world; in 2009 the 
Advocate of the Year award by Street Law Incorporated for his work in establishing Street Law 
legal literacy programmes around the world; and in July 2012 he received an Honorary 
Doctorate from Northumbria University, England for his work in promoting clinical legal education 
around the world. 
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