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UKZN Annual Research Awards  
 
  
The University of KwaZulu-Natal will officially announce the top researchers for 
2011 at a special function on Thursday, 29 December at the Elangeni Hotel, 
Durban. Dr. Alan Bernstein, President of the Canadian Institute for Advanced 
Research (CIFAR), is the guest speaker and prominent academics and 
researchers from other institutions will attend the event.  
 
UKZN’s Top Male Researcher for 2011 is multiple award winning, leading scientist, 
academic and an international authority in many areas of plant sciences and 
botany, Professor Johannes van Staden. His specialist areas amongst others 
include, seed germination, biotechnology and plant tissue and plant hormones.   
 
The Top Woman Researcher for 2011 is Professor Colleen Downs who has made 
a significant contribution to the understanding of relationships between 
physiology, behaviour and ecology of southern African terrestrial vertebrates. 
 
In 2011, UKZN made significant strides in research productivity and research 
capacity building endeavours. Both the research output and the number of 
publishing staff, across race and gender lines continued to increase. 
 
“The increasing participation of Black and Female staff in research is a further 
demonstration that at UKZN, high level knowledge production is progressively 
moving into the hands of younger and transformed academics,” said Professor 
Nelson Ijumba, Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research. 
 

As one of the top three universities in South Africa in terms of research output, 
the university’s productivity has consistently increased. The total number of 
research productivity units increased by 12% from 79 127 units in 2010 to 88 727 
last year while the proportion of publishing staff increased from 73% to 81%.  An 
analysis of the profile of publishing staff showed increased participation by 
women and black researchers and that the majority of the researchers 
occupying the Top 30 most published positions were under 50. 

The report says that UKZN produced 1 152 units of journal publications which was 
the second highest of the 23 universities in South Africa and about 12% higher 
than the 2010 output. In terms of weighted research publications, UKZN's output 



 

of 1 250 units was the third highest in the country and comprised about 11,2% of 
the national total. 

The per capita research output at UKZN exceeded the national norm of 1.25 
weighted output by 19% (18% in 2010). 

The report also showed that the number of researchers with a National Research 
Foundation (NRF) rating increased from 204 in 2010 to 213 in 2011. 

A total of R261 million was received for research grants and contracts 
compared to R210 million in 2010.  In addition, UKZN received a total of R61,6 
million through various NRF-funded programmes. 

“I would like thank all the researchers who are contributing to our institutional 
research success”, said Professor Malegapuru Makgoba, UKZN’s Vice-
Chancellor. “For us to reach our full research potential, every academic 
member of staff must play their role adequately. I have no doubt staff will rise to 
this important and exciting challenge.” 
 
The event will also mark the launch of the 2011 University Research Report.   
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ALAN BERNSTEIN, O.C., PhD, FRSC 

 
 
Dr. Alan Bernstein is the President of the Canadian Institute for Advanced 
Research (CIFAR), one of Canada’s major global research assets. From 2008-
2011, Dr. Bernstein was the executive director of the Global HIV Vaccine 
Enterprise, an international alliance of researchers and funders charged with 
accelerating the search for an HIV vaccine.  Previously, he served as the 
founding president of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (2000-2007), 
Canada’s federal agency for the support of health research. In that capacity, 
he led the transformation of health research in Canada. After receiving his Ph.D. 
from the University of Toronto, and following postdoctoral work in London, Dr. 
Bernstein joined the Ontario Cancer Institute (1974-1985).  In 1985, he joined the 
new Samuel Lunenfeld Research Institute in Toronto, was named Associate 
Director in 1988 and then Director of Research (1994-2000).  Author of over 225 
scientific publications, Dr. Bernstein has made extensive contributions to the 
study of stem cells, hematopoiesis and cancer. He chairs or is a member of 
advisory and review boards in Canada, the US, UK, Italy and Australia. Dr. 
Bernstein has received numerous awards and honourary degrees for his 
contributions to science, including the 2008 Gairdner Wightman Award. He is a 
Senior Research Fellow of Massey College and was inducted into the Order of 
Canada in 2002.  
 

 


