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Dr Paul Ramkissoon was nominated and chosen for the title of Honorary Professor in Optometry 
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in recognition of his academic, research, scholastic and 
community engagement activities. 

The purpose of an honorary appointment is to enable the University of KwaZulu-Natal to engage 
the services of distinguished teachers and researchers, on an honorary basis, and to accord 
them titles befitting their academic status. The conferment of an appropriate honorary title will 
bring honour both to the researchers and to the University. It is expected that honorary 
appointees will publish their collaborative research in the name of the University of KwaZulu-
Natal. 
 

Dr Ramkissoon was nominated by Head of the UKZN’s School of Optometry, Percy Mashige on 
the grounds that he holds the world record for the most number of qualifications in the field of 
Optometry. These qualifications are:   
 

1. Doctor Philosophiae (RAU, RSA 2004)  

2. Doctor of Optometry (New England College of Optometry,USA 2002)  

3. Master of Optometry (UDW, RSA 2003)  

4. Magister Philosophiae (RAU, RSA 2001) 

5. Certificate in Advanced Contact Lenses and Therapeutics (New England College 
of Optometry, USA 2012)  

6. Advanced Certificate in Sports Vision (RAU, RSA 2001)  

7. Bachelor of Optometry (UDW, RSA 1987)  

8. Certificate of Advanced Study in Biological Sciences and Clinical Medicine (New 
England College of Optometry, USA 2001) 

 



9. Certificate of Advanced Study in Neural Basis in Optometry (New England College 
of Optometry, USA 2000)  

10. Certificate of Advanced Study in Vision Science and Public Health (New England 
College of Optometry, USA 1999)  

  

 Dr Ramkissoon serves as a guest lecturer and an external examiner to all the four 
institutions that offer the Optometry programme in South Africa and has supervised 
several postgraduate Masters degrees in Optometry. He makes a regular contribution to 
curriculum design and development, clinical training and research in all the four 
institutions and is a regular presenter at Continuing Professional Development activities. 

 

 Dr Ramkissoon’s innovations include the development of Filter bars (1999), Reverse 
Geometry Lenses (1999), Aberration-controlled Rigid-Gas-Permeable (RGP) lens (2009) 
and Visual discrimination and perception tests (2010). Dr Ramkissoon is a research 
scientist with over 70 publications and serves as an editor of Vision and is a regular 
reviewer for the South African Optometrist Journal. He has presented papers at local and 
international conferences and has one of the largest Optometry practices in Newcastle. 
 

 Dr Ramkissoon has received several awards in recognition of his immense contribution to 
the profession of Optometry. These awards include the Clinical Excellence Award in 2004, 
the South African Optometric Association (SAOA) Certificate of tribute in recognition of 
services to Optometry in 2006 and the Health Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA) 
Certificate of outstanding service rendered Award in 2010. His professional affiliations 
include the Health Professions Council of South Africa and South African Optometric 
Association, where he served in the executive committee of both organisations. Dr 
Ramkissoon is also a Fellow of the American Academy and serves in many leadership 
positions. 
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